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pared for battle. Kve.y piece of his armor has its coui'
terpart .n the provision which Co^l has made for our
defense Let us notice the different parts of this armor.

I. Haviufryonr hins ^i^nrl about ivit/i tmlh. The mih"-
t.iry belt was fastened about the waist to hold the .^ar-
nients to^^^ther, and brace up the body for action.'^ Itstands tor f.rmness. co.niction. and resolute decision.
ni.sKsot the first importance in the Christian warfareAnd what ,s i, that ^nves us this? Nothing, ^.ives such
confidence a.Kl assurance as familiarity with' the .neat
truths which God has revealed in His Word, and which
are the Chnst.an's reasons for beinj,- what he is. He who
.s unfamiliar with these, is like a soldier without his
J^.rdle; he ,s weak before the enemy. Therefore the
Chnst.an warrio,^ must be fust of all a diligent student of
the truth,

2. Havin^a on t/n- breastplate of nir/,/eoas„ess. Theenemy will be sure lo strike at the weakest place, espec-
.ally .f this is the yital spot. Nou there is no place wherewe are so weak, as in the matter of rij^^hteousness, and
there ,s nothin^r so yital as this. " Kxcept yav.r ri-dif-
eousness shall exceed the righteousness of the'scribes'lmd
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kinj,.don, of
heav.n" (Matt. 5:^0). Absolute righteousness is re-
quired, and we have none. Satan sees this, and aims his
arrows at ,t. \U accuses the believer of sin. He points
out to lum his utter unfitness in life and character for fel-
owsh.p with (lod a.ul the holy ones. And how many
knowmj. that the accusation is true, have been overcom'e'

I'or protection aj^^ainsl this, we have provided "the
nj>-hteousness of (iod, which is by faith." and which is
"upona:i them that believe " (Rom. -^:22). This like


