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iUmted Natwns

Ambassador larton recalls
~ term on Securlty Councﬂ

personal remznzscence

by W. H. Barton

Just as the League of Natlons was concelved as a
‘response to the horrors of the First World War, the

ders of the United Nations were motivated pri-
- marily 'by the need to provide mankind with an
~institution to prevent ‘the recurrence of the madness
~of the Second ‘World War. It was for this reason also

hat the drafters of the Charter of the United Nations

listed as the first of its purposes the ‘maintenance

£ international peace and security. Moreover, the ;

Charter conferred on the Security Council, as the
organ prnnanly responsible for the achievement of
this aim, exceptional powers to act on behalf of all
members of the organization. -
~" The record of the Security Council in fulfilling
its responsibilities during the past. 33 years has been
a mixed one, reflecting the reality of relations between
the nations, particularly the major powers. But, for
etter or worse, the Council has been, and remains,
he focus of power and centre of attention at the
United Nations, and, indeed, in the eyes of the world,
“on those issues of peace or war that nations are pre-
ared to have come before the world body.

Ir Barton is Canadian Permanent Representatwe
to the United Nations in New York. In that capacity,
‘he sat on the Security Council during Canada’s most
recent two-year term on that body. The views ex- -
pressed here are the personal views of Mr Barton.
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* For this reason, and because service on ‘th
Council carries with it the assumption of specill
responsibilities by those governments selected for the
assignment, it'also confers on them the opportunijj
to play a partlcularly influential role in negotiationj

aimed at resolving some of the ‘most threatening issuegs

facing the world today.

The five permanent members of the Councﬂ canyfie
eacting ¢
erred to

this mantle of responsibility and influence as a matte
of course, but for the 146 other members of thg
United Nations the opportumty to serve a two-ye

“term can at best arise only at infrequent intervasg

and competition for the assignment is fierce. I
Canada’s case, notwithstanding its active particip:j
tion in the UN and its leading role in peacekeepin§l
it has served on the Council only four times. At thaf
Canada is the first member of our geographlcal grouy

to have served so often. :
N t

.Responsibilities
- The responsibilities and the dlstmctlon of memhl%r

ship on the Security Council are, of course, assumeq

by member governments, and in particular by theill

foreign ministers. But it is only rarer that ministery
attend meetings of the Council, so that, although 4
Permanent Representative in New York is guided
by instructions from his home office, a conmderab]
burden devolves on him. Georgé Ignatieff, who ¥4
Permanent Representatrve during Canada’s last p'%
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