NEWS |

Commission passes equality ruling

by Beth Beattie

The reaction of the Halifax

lesbian and gay community tolast

week's announcement by Nova '

Scotia Human Rights Commis-
sion to protect homosexuals from
discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation was mixed.
Chris Aucoin, of the Gay and
Lesbian Association of Nova
Scotia (GALA), said “we are
pleased but not satisfied.”

In an unexpected move, e’

Commission unanimously passed

a motion, effective immediately, |

prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation. In all

places where the Human Rights '

-Leather

-Nylon

Shlrts

Page 4 """" Damouste-ﬁazette

IR0 gigliamlink

CAMPUS

We have a great varlety of crests
available to customize your jacket!

University

Call

ActofNova Scotiarefers tosex as
prohibited grounds for discrimi-

nation it will also mean sexual !

orientation.

position of the Commission, but
there is a belief this one gesture
does notsufficiently provide equal
rights for lesbians and gays in

® Nova Scotia.

Thereare limitationstothe new |
interpretation of the act. It is not
law, but a guidline by which the
Commission will operate. “Inter-
pretations can change at the dis-
cretion of the Commission, and
until this interpretation is sub-
jected to testing in the courts lhc1
lesbian and gay community will
have no assurance of its legal
strength, even as an interim meas-
ure” said Aucoin.

The lesbian and gay commu-

“Gays and lesbians will not be
guaranteed human rights protec- |
tion until that protection is explic-
itly included in the Human Rights
Actof Nova Scotia” said Aucoin.
Aucoin is optimistic that amend-

The new interpretation can be
expected to directly affect
Dalhousie, where it is estimated
that 10 - 15 percent of the commu-
nity is homosexual.

Julic Lewis, President of Gays
and Lesbians at Dalhousic
(GLAD), is encouraged but cau-

tious of the Commission’s move.
Lewis warns the announcement

ments to the Act will be

brought forth during the next sit-
ting of the provincial legislature.
Attourney General Tom Mcln-
nis has tried unsuccesfully for two

years to gain approval of the Tory . v Vics President of the N

Caucus to include sexual orienta-

nity is pleased with the proactive | tion in the Human Rights Act.
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The second speaker, Dwight

e ‘Council of Nova Scotia, ad-

dressed issues of sovereignty for
native people. “If sovereignty
association can be negotiated, i it
canbediscussed and implemented

for Quebec, it can bloody well be
_done for abongmal penpie he

smd

may resultin increased homopho-
bia in the community as the issue
of homosexual rights is raised.
Lewis hopes there will be a
positive reaction on campus,
“Dalhousie is acentre for learning
and higher education, and people
. are less likely to discriminate on
the basis of irrelevant personal

| characteristics” she said.

- u fb‘r the Mohawks and other ﬁati'f?é .
.'may thmk you ’re in Nova Scona, _
but you're in Micmac territory.”

groups.
“For the most part, bcforc we
took up an action we consulted

_with one or two native people
|said Goree.

As for the turn out Goree was
extremely pleased. “The march
was very successful. The fact that
400 people would show up and
march through the streets, I think,
is a sign that they support mﬁ

~ Mohawk pco;ﬂc and theu
The Commitiee in Sohdanty _ ' -
.-wnh Native Peoples was created
ly four days before the pretcstf
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