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The Dalhousie Gazette

September 9, 1974

NIGHT MANAGER
POSITIONS ARE NOW
OPEN AT THE DAL. SUB

MATURE PERSONS ONLY NEED APPLY.
NO STUDENT STATUS REQUIRED.

JOB DESCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE
AT SUB ENQUIRY DESK.

Apply In ertmg To

Dir ector Of Operations
Dalhousie Student Union

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 20 SEPT.

L Fully Licensed

® Air i
Conditioned

® Free Parking’

at the Spring Garden

i T THE é :
Rd. Merchants Lot.

ﬁ RESTAURANT ﬁ
423.7982

® Welcome AMERICAN EXPRESS & CHARGEY

THE ULTIMATE IN CHINESE &
CANADIAN CUISINE

- 5525 Spring Garden Road
Fast TAKE-OUT SERVICE OR DELIVERY

. For Orders of §4.00 and over, delivery
charge will be 50c for immediate area.

Just ' A Reminder
$1.69 DAY. ‘every MONDAY

CHINESE COMBINATION PLATTER

® Egg Roll, beet fried rice, sweet and sour chicken,
fortune cookie, at only $1.69

OR
CHARCOAI. Red-arund RIB STEAK

' @ Baked potatoes or !-'ranch triel. cole slaw, rolls and
butter, at only $1.89

Letters

by Corrie Douma

“Amnesty International is
an independent, non-
governmental organization
which has consultative status
with the United Nations, the
Council of Europe and the
Organization of American
States. It is recognized by the
Organization of African
Unitv. Amnestv International
endeavours to ensure the
right for everyone to hold
and express his beliefs It
works, irrespective of
political considerations, for
the release of men and
women who are in prison
because of their beliefs, or
their ethnic origin, colour or
language, provided they have
neither used nor advocated
violence.”

This statement on Amnesty
International is widely used
by its members all over the
world to explain in a few
words what this organization
is all about, yet it hardly gives
an idea of the different as-
pects of the work being done.

Amnesty International was
started in 1961 in London,
England, with the intent that
it strive for a year to help
alleviate the prison conditions
under which political pri-
soners were held and to work
towards their release. So
much interest was shown in,
and support given to, the
work of the original tem-
porary committee that it has
now grown into an inter-
national organization re-
cognized throughout the
world for its work.

Patrons of the organization
include the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Great Britain;
Roger Baldwin, President of
the International League for
the Rights of Man. US.A_;
Pablo Casals, Puerto Rico;
Professor Erich Fromm, New
York and Mexico; Lt. Gen.
Sir Brian Horrocks, Great
Britain; Yehudi Menuhin,
Great Britain; Professor
Gunnar Myrdal, Sweden:
Alan Paton, South Africa;
Sean MacBride, S.C., Secre-
tary General of the Inter-
national Commission of
Jurists. The Patrons include
several winners of the Nobel
Peace Prize such as Abbe
Dominique Pire of Belgium
and the British M.P. Philip
Noel-Baker and other Nobel
Prize winners such as Pro
fessor Max Born of Germany,
noted for his pronounce-
ments on the political respon-
sibilities of scientists and the
need for them to try to en-
sure the peaceful use of their
inventions.

Amnesty International is
completely impartial in itd
operations and with this in
mind, strives to maintain a
balance between its adopted
prisoners on both sides of the
Iron Curtain and also within
relatively “uncommitted’’
countries. Each of the local
groups which comprise.
Amnesty is thus required to
“adopt” a minimum of three
prisoners (whose release they
strive for) one prisoner being

‘from the Communist bloc,

one from the Western bloc,

for Liberation

and one from an un-
¢ ommitted country, There
are over a thousand groups

now in operation, about 20 in
Canada.

The organization is also
most concerned with the
currently escalating use of
torture in many countries and
is appalled by the fact that, in
some countries, torture
(sometimes called “interroga-
tion in depth’’) is used as a
routine part of any ques
tioning of suspects and
prisoners,

The Halifax Group was
started in May 1974. For a
short time they adopted a
Greek prisoner, who was re-
leased after the recent change
of government there. They
have now started to work
towards the release of an
Indonesian prisoner and soon
we hope to receive the case
sheets of two other prisoners
of conscience.

The case of each prisoner is
thoroughly investigated by
A.l. research department in
London prior to its adoption
by a local group, to ensure
that the prisoner is in no way
connected with (or has ad-
vocated) acts of violence. The
members of each group strive
to obtain the release by a
variety of means but princi-
pally through correspondence
with the appropriate govern-
ment departments in the
country concerned, and with
the government's Embassies
in other parts of the world.
The group also corresponds
with the prisoner, where this
is permissable and thought to
be helful. In addition to cor-
responding with the
authorities and, In some
cases, the prisoners, the group
can often be of assistance to
the wife and family of the
prisoner while he is in prison
and may also help them and
the prisoner after his release
(when their plight is often
not much better than when
he was in prison).

Members of A.l. receive a
nonthly International News-
letter and a Canadian Bul-
leting which keeps members
informed of major new items

egarding political prisoners
and which gives lists of
information material, special

a ctions, national and inter-

national meetings, etc. Also,
every month three prisoners,
again one from the Com-
munist Bloc. one from the
Western Bloc and one from
an uncommitted country, are

.__§§.Q£§_ia|_ly_a£iontpd by all Aql

B

members all over the world
Postcards are sent to Govern
ment officials of the country
involved, asking for the
release of the prisoner. This
means that within a couple of
weeks thousands of letters
and postcards arrive on behalf
of these prisoners from ali
over the world. This quite
f requently results in the re-
lease of the prisoners.

It is difficult to estimate
just how effective A.l. is, for
although prisoners are re-
leased, this may not always
be due to pressure from A.l.
members, and, of course,
governments do not often ad-
mit that the release was in
fact the result of A.l. action.

The Halifax Group is
dawing attention to the an-
niversary of the coup in Chile
on September 11. A report
on Chile will be published on
that date by the international
organization. — A year after
the coup there are still no
signs of improvement in the
general human rights situa-
tion. An estimated.
6000-7000 prisoners are still
detained in military barracks,
detention centres and public
prisons. Arrests (and re-
arrests) continue. Torture is
still wide-spread and in fact
has become more sophis-
ticated.

On September 11 they
hope through the media to
communicate our deep con-
cern for this situation. —

At the end of September
they will co-sponsor a special
“"Week of Concern’ on South
Vietnam, where according to

conservative estimates at least |

100,000 prisoners are held.
No need to mention that all

this requires funds — not only |

directly for the support of
adopted prisoners, but funds
for traveling, research teams,
observers to trials, sometimes
lawyers fees, etc., etc.

The group is sill looking for
members and hope to raise

funds through membership
drives, benefit concerts, sale
of calendars and just straight
donations.

They are meeting every
second Wednesday of each
month at 8 P.M. at room 218
at the SUB, but may have to
move to a larger meeting
place, so watch for announce-
ments around that time of
the month, or call

Eileen Dyer, 835-8955 or
Corrie Douma, 463-3498




