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On December 7
of this year a terri-
ble anniversary will
probably go unno-
ticed by most Can-
adians — the anni-
versary of a decade
of genocide in a
place you have
likely never heard
of. *

Nearly ten years ago the tiny Southeast Asian territory of East Timor was rated by the

Washington based Centre for Defense Information as the miost violent in the world, relative
to its population. s (0oL

Senior church officials in the predominately Roman Catholic territory believe that 250,000
Timorese — more than one-third of the original 650,000 inhabitants — have been killed or
starved to death since the invasion. Their infant mortality rate is now the highest in the
in the world. According to Washington’s Population Reference Bureau, 211 of every

1,000 babies die before their first birthday.

The Indonesian military has closed East Timor off from the outside world, allowing only
selected observers on carefully guided tours of the island. Recent attempts to report on the
situation in East Timor led Indonesia to ban United Press International’s bureau chief
Isabelle Reckeweg, from working in Indonesia. ;

Such heavy-handed tactics aren’t usually necessary as the media has been very effective in
censoring itself through a policy of silence of the issue of East Timor.

Although there is little coverage of East Tfmoi’bin the press, the Canadian government is
not blind to the issue — Canada supports Iidonesia.
_ Inthe past decade Canada has abstained fromvoting-on UN resolutions condemning the
invasion and has, most recently, voted agaihst rfesolutions endorsing East Timor’s right to
self-determination and humanitarian assistance. According to an External Affairs spokes-
spokesperson, the Conservative government  has no plans to change their policy of sup—
porting Indonesia. : !

Located 300 miles northwest of Australia in the Timor Sea, the mountainous island of
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Timor is the same size as Vancouver island. For 450 years East Timor was a neglected remnant
of the Portugese colonial empire, and developed into a distinct entity, linguistically,
culturally and tribally different from Indonesia-controlled West Timor. :

In 1975, after announcing plans to leave the last of their colonies (including Mozambique,
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and East Timor), the Portuguese abruptly pulled out of East Timor. At
the time, East Timor was embroiled in a month-long civil war which the Red Cross estimates
claimed 2,000 lives. Fretilin (the Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor) was left
in control of the territory. Most journalists and independent observers wrote that Fretilin
had a majority of popular support as a result of its literary campaigns, health programs and
agricultural reforms. ,

The Indonesian military regime felt threatened by the emergence of a small progressive
nation on its borders —a possible inspiration for secessionist movements within Indonesia.

‘Indonesian state ideological schooling and media
represents a slow assasination of the Timorese culture.’

Fretilin wanted Portugal to return and ensure an orderly and democratic decolonization,
but before this could happen Indonesian forces invaded East Timor. Twelve hours before
the invasion — largely carried out with U.S. arms — President Ford and Henry Kissinger
visited Indonesia and gave approval for its position on East Timor. '

East Timorese priests and refugees paint a grim picture of the Indonesian invasion and
occupation, characterized by indiscriminate mass killings, torture, rape, looting, saturation
bombing and defoliation using napalm and chemical weapons. ;

Two days after the invasion, Kingston-area MP Douglas Alkenbrack (PC) asked the only
question ever put forward on East Timor in the House of Commons: Why was the Canadian
government going to invest taxpayers’ money-in a pulp and paper plant in Indonesia “in
view of the recent invasion by Indonesia of Portugese Timor and of the apparent corrupt
and barbaric regime of President Suharto?” A

“l do not share the honorable member’s premise,” was Prime Minister Trudeau’s eight

“word reply.

Within months of the invasion, Canada extended a $200 million line of credit to Indone-
sia, implicitly sanctioning the slaughter. For the next three years East Timor was completely
cut off while the Indonesian military murdered and starved to death thousands of East
Timorese. In 1978 the army lifted its veil of secrecy — slightly.

Glen Shortliffe, Canada’s Ambassador to Indonesia, was part of the first hand-picked
party of diplomats and journalists given a “conducted tour” of East Timor in 1978. Shortliffe
was shocked by what he saw. Shortliffe told reporters that the Timorese people “were in
deplorable condition. They are starving in many cases; they are desperately ill; they need
help in terms of immediate relief — food, clothing, basic medical care.” Shortliffe wrote a

e

WEEKLY
PRIZES

Jawzys

Hus Mall

The first

FREE of
TICKETS LP vouchers

to meal tickets

SUB Theatre cabaret and
Movies concert tickets

100 customers HOURLY The first $9.99
T [oNEawAvs | ST | THURSDAY | spec

$2.00

vouchers
redeemable at

SU Records.

for details)
Hourly prizes

+ a jug of Brew
(or 2 happy drinks)

and a chance + 2 tickets
for a trip to SUB Theatre .
to Hawaii. movies.

Tuesday, Novessher 19, 1985




