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The Fii'st Chrstmas Tre.i
On Christmas.Eve in 724 a littie band

was traveling through the great dark
German forest, led by, Winfried of
England, called by the Romans Boni-
face. He is known in history as the
Apostie of Germany. Alter nightlail
and moonrise they corne to an open
space in which is a huge ancient oak.
Before it is a great ban-fire and around
thiis a crowd of people facing the oak.
Ail are dressed in white, women, war-
riors, old men and littie eidren. The
oid priest greets Winfried and his fol-
lowers, and then says, "Tis îs the
death-night of- Baldur the beautiful, the
sun-god. Thor is grieved for Baldur,
and angry because bis people have for-
saken bis worship. Therefore he has
sent defeat and famine and plague upon
us. A costly offering must be given
to appease bis anger. Thor claims your
dearest and noblest gift." Then, sud-
denly turning, be lays bis hand on a
siender boy, the eldest son of the
chief, saying, "Bernhard, wilt tbon go'
to Vaihalla with a message to Thor?"
The child answers, "Yes, if my father
hids; is it far?" "Yes," said the priest.
but thou art brave, and thou must

journey in darkness for a littie." Then
he blindfolds the child and bids him
knleel by a. broad stone before the fire.
The priest lifts the black hammer of
Thor and swings it higb over the child.1
But before it fails, Winfrieds heavy
staff is thrusit forward and the black
stone strikes the rock altar, breaking1
it in twain. The daring deed raises a
clamor of conflicting cries, but the
cliief commands silence and asks the
stranger to speak. Winfried opens a
roll of parchment and reads a letter
frem the great Bishop of Rome to the
people of the forest, commanding them
to listen to the words of Boniface and
te build a church wherein to pray to
the Almighty King of Heaven.
'\What," said the chief, "is the word
thou bringest from the Almighty?"
"This," said Winfried, "flot a drop of
blood shall fall to-night; but the great
shadow of the tree which bides the
light of heaven shahl be swept away.
This is the birthnight of the white
Christ-Thor is dead-can he protect
bis oak?" And Winfried and one of.
his followers seized axes and feled the
oak. "Here," cried1 Winfried, "is wood
for yeur chapel." Then, turning te-
%vards a siender young fir-tree, he
added, "There is a tree with no stain
o'f blood on it-that shall be the sign
o f your new worship." So they car-
ried the tree of the Christ-child to tlte
chi eftain's hall and hung lights amnong
the branches, and Winfried stood be-
side it and told the story of the babe
and the shepherds, and of the angels
and their song-From Henry Van
Dy3ke's classic, "The First Christmas
Tree."
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How to TIk WoIl.
The art of talking well-that is, with

case and intelligently-interesting those
w~ho listen and, rarest gift cf ahi, iead-
ing them te talk their best in reply.
is a natural gif t. There is ne doubt
of this. The gift does with wbat we
cail "personal magnetism." Yet one
\sho bas flot thi- cani earn Mti alk
peasantly. fluently and agreeabhy. First
et him talk much te himself, net aud-

ibly, but forcing himself to formiuhate
lii, ideaq. What a man thinks clearly
lie shoukd be able te put into werds.

Next let him -tid-y what wilh p1ease
tIio'ýe with whom he talks rather than
\%hat interests hirnsehf. Please note
thiat T say "tahks with" and net 4"to.''
i here is a great-an essential--differ-
ence. ah] the difference between con-
ýrsing and lecturing.
"You never heard me preach. 1Ibc-

lieve?" said Coleridge te Chirles
I-a mb.

"I never heard veu d-de aniytliiulg
CICI" stammered the wit.

\Vhen you meet a man for the fir';t
t:mre sav something y'ou thlink would
Iraw hirn out. A fool tLatibabbir ut

leneth. WNiqdom and courtesv are re-
qieired to temut others te '5peak, withi

Therc iq Tin rovql rnd tn erecmin-
nn~od t -kr. Pr-nctirecft fx

clmple Icri11e- T ba7vfe iricated will helP
, u on tCp hv çtep.
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Canada the Ceming Wheat

Opportunity, cf St. Paul, says: The1
scarcity cf good milling wheat in the1
United States this year and the con-
sequent buhging of-the American 'vheat1
market until it is eut of tot-''h. with
the world's wheat markets, bas caused
our millers te turn with longing cyes1
toward the wheat fields cf Western1
Canada.1*

Western Canada bas produced this
year about 60,»0,000 bushels cf excel-
lent milling wheat. After taking care
of Canadian home consuimption there
ought te be about 30,000,000 busbels
for expert.

On acceunt cf the tarif., the bulk
of this wheat will go te Europe te be
miled. It is s0 much cheaper this
year, on account of the spread in the
miarkets, tban American wheat that it
is hopehess for American millers te
hint cf couipeting with the flçur pro-
duct made from it by English milîs.

The Minneapolis milîs are going ta
w~ake an effort te mill some cf tbis
,.%heat in bond «for expert, but the
conditions at present attached te miii-
ir.g in bond are s0 diffcuit tbat it. is
net likely that any very large portion
of the Canadian crop can be breugbt
.o Minneapaýlis.

The fact is that tbe shortage cf tbe

Ainerican wheat crop this ycar bas1
rcminded the mi4les of Minneapolis cf
what is in store for them unlessa mre-
tbing is donc te give them access ta
the wheat of Western Canada.

The centre cf wheat' production on
this continent is steadily mat'ching te-
w&rd Western Canada.

The milis will have te follow it, se
far as the expert tracte is conccrned,
unless the customns regulations shall be
sco changed that the wbeat cap be
brought te the Minneapolis nilhls.'

The present condition suggests the
possibility cf a coming time whea the
farmers cf the United States, devoting
their attention te marc profitable
crops, will net' raise eneugh wheat te
supply even the borne deniand. By
that time Canada will have an enor-
tmous surplus. Westcrn Canada can
easily raise a billion bushels cf wbeat,
the time for preparatian being given.
Will the United States continue te
tax Canadian wheat then? The fact
is that we are te some extcnt going
cut cf the wbcat business just as Wes-
lerji Canada is going inta it. It would
stecm, teeoe .tis b j) at
baud when the %item cf wlicatwil 'sup-
ply a basis for a reciprocal treaty be-
tween the twe countries.,

t'he present higb price cf wbeat wil
doubthess attract tbousands ef Ameni-
can farmers ta the free or cheap wheat

lands cf the Caniadia west. In their
r.ew homes their voites wlI b. raised
for reciprocity, because tia.y wii read-
ily umderstard that with a choitc of
competing markets te *Wh te se"t
their wheat tbey wi»k realige higheir
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Let one corner of the room where
the Christmnas festjvities areta take

place be fitted up as a post-office. snd
another corner mnade to represdnt a
bank. Have ready in the post-oeiRCe
envelopes. each bearing the namte 1
the one who is to receivie a gift, and
in ecd envelope a "'check"' in fayor
of the one to whom the envelope is
addressed. This check may read as
follows:' North Polo, CbrittDS. SO

Snow, Front & Co., DankïmU
Puy to the order of IaTyHatbiU

one pair of *katm

Aise have ready in the bank the
preseits wbich are to be given, qch
ont properly des.gnated. On the. eem-
ing of the festival let -the postuiaser

Ilh out the names upon the envel-
opes ane by one, and caci châid ot
persan, as his name is cailed, go to
the office and receive his check. He
may then take it ta the bmnk, and. pre.
senting it ta the cashier, receive his
gift.

It is while yen are patiently tailing
at the littie tasks of hîfe that the mean-
ing and shape of the great whele cf
if e dawns upon yen. it 18 while yen

are resisting littie temptations that yen
arc growiflg stretiger.

RI OWBS AÀ DM'.à Te M EPUBLIC
Tens of Benelit Deriwet from

Dodd's Kdney PMl.
cure. or labeuitim aad Drepaf bu

Can"aa' Grat Kida" gE.modY.

YELLOW GRss, Assa., N.WT., Dec. 2.
- (Special) .- "ý1 think I abould let the
public know the benefit 1 deqled frein
r)odd's Kidney Pills." The speaker
was Mr. John Wbhite, well known here,
and he voices the sentiments cf many a
mnan on those Western rairies who bas
been relived cf bis pains and misery by
the great Canadian Kidney Remedy.

"I have been afflicted with Rheuma-
tism for years," Mr. White cantinued.
"I tnied doctors and* medicine, but
neyer got anything te do me much
Rood tili 1 tried Dodd's Kidney Puis.
Wbat tbey did fer me was wonderful.

"I alsô know the-Harris family and I
ça their little girl. Edith. wbc was
cîîred of Dropsy by Dodd's Kidney Pis.
h kriow that te be true. 1 tell yen 1 feel
like recomrnending Dodd"s Kidney Puis
eveil stronQer than 1 talk."

Tbere ig ne Kidney Disease that
D<'sKidniev Pis cannot cure.
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UNION BANK FLAOPOLE.

The Hlzhest in the West and one of the MItlhest ln the Dohinion.
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