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Lucy's Christmas Ride
Witten specially for The Western Home Montly.

Caleb was IoolilIg at some papers
whel Lucy came into the room. L-e
tbrust ther n îflo the pocket of his1
overcoa .a

'lCaleb . said Lucy, «"you' ve dropped 1

a letter."
Caleb started, mnuttered, and flushed. I

Lucy was. already stoopinig for the let-

ter. 'Why, she exclaimed, "it' s ad-

dressed to me.1
Çajleb's wi e cam'2 to his rescue.

'CaU-b forgOt to give it to you. Hie
got it Iast niglit, after you -were ini

bed.. The post office was open late,

on account of Christmas Eve."
"se'ý.", aid Lucy. But the others

look d anNious; t1'ey watched a frown

gather while she re'sd. 'I don't~ un-

derstafld." she rnnir-nurcd. There wact

no head.flg to the letter; she l-ooked

at the postmnarlk for a namne and date.
The mark was blurred. She firushe'd
reedilg,, tien folded the letter, and
thrust it into its en- elope.

"Corne, Caleb," she said. "We'Ill e

late to church.ý" AÀ lance of relief
passed between the other two.

As they went out into the street,

leaving the wif e to cook the dinner,
Caleb toolz off bis Overcoat and hung
it over is arma.

IlWon't Tou find tt cold ? asked

L--y. "lts a rather raN -t.
"A littie :raw," said Caleb, moving

Uha Western Nome Monthly

Lucy winced. Caleb hadi touched a
sore spot. "At any rate,"she said
liastily. -I can't travel two liundred
and îifty miles to John this morning
Hecý says that since 1 won't corne to
spend several days. he will have "lin-
ner' at noon, so that 1 can go and
come before night. Why, that's lim-

possible."
"S'trange," said Caleb.
«I don't see what he's thinklng of."

sai-d Lucy.
They walked a while in silence, .n-d

Caleb shivered s0 that DuCY Sliould
see. It inspired ber with e desire to
get to church quicker. "Caleb." 0--

said, "let's take a short cut."'
The town was flot large; its main

çtreet lav on -a curve.and by -i path
thro,îgh. the fiel(% they could save dis-
tance. Biit at the railroad crossinir
a freight train blocked the way. "«Oh,
dear!" said Lucy. "These trains some-
l imes stand here for hours."

"lWe might climb through," suggez-'t-
ed Caleb.

"«If thte train should starti"
Caleb peered up and down the train.

49I see no engine." 4 o
"Well, then," said Lucy. "Yo 0g

flrst."
Caleb crossed in safety. 1« 1111 leave

nry coat on the couplers so, you slian't
dirty your dress," lie said. "Now, Lucy."

- MON'T VOI FN IT COLD, IT-S A RATHER RAW D)AY."

blis shçoulders; as i lie feit thc cold. Shle clinîhbed until she was seate(I on

"But thier,, l'il sm n warin up. You the beain jutting above the coupler. With

,,c, the co.ts thle (only ()ne I'xe got, care shie swung lefetacosanfce
and it's so old I don't like to be seen Iie farther side. " Now," slîesaid, ''are

wearing- it o'î Christmnas Day." you sure you can lift nie down ?"

"Perhaps 1-" begali Lucy inipul- Il Sure," said Caleb. Standing hetween

sÏvely. - .îe (becked herself she would the Car',, lie jucup to take lier.

ge- Iili a rev ct and surprise hlmi. Segapd the brake rod with a

CîTl b tîtrned is licad away, and hid sureami. II (), Caleb, ILiten!

bas \ilritte Jarring and groanîng along the Une of

Joi lias\\r ue ne such an imn cars. There was an englue! Her car

1-solla'e lu:tter."> slie saill. il (Mi started wth a jerk ; the other followed.

'a itnlt< tbat h- \x as livixing in tlieC (alch was forced to uliove ln the traia's

11 Xt to il. An 1bIlëx\\r tsa tlie (diretion. 1'' Juuip down !'' lie cried.
Never 1"sle answered firuly.

1 ritten before: 1 must lhave .Clb 'uI c tr
Ioie Of Ilis leucrs. Hle asks ' xu'lgthr"

corne todav to bis Christmas Heo dr-w (ot frorux hetween the cars.
~~, and as the train w~ent faster rail alongside

l.îuex ! lie gasped ini consternationu.
"T T1 ''exclaqimed Caleb. «"Bit 'm

-it id John had quar- 'ts 0 h'' le rs<uit.hlls.Thte

rel] .~ýpevldt a-i lit i a last glluuuîse

3ter 10

"I WFNT TO TWO TRATIrs, A-ir)Turec 1I .AVI- YOU UP."

of his fat, fair face. Then lie was left
behind.

A brakeman appeared at the top of the
car. "Sure, mnim," said lie, - you're in
for it"

"Stop the train!1"
I can't.''

«'How far are we going?",
"Miles."

Lucy 'was wise. She knew the laws of
tides and railroads, and accepted the situ-
ation calmly.

" 1Can you keep your place ?" asked the
brakeman. *"You'd best flot try to, climb
up here."

-Indeed flot !" she answered. «'I will
sit here." The beam was narrow, but
Lucy was thin. Shie was secure.

'lMake yourself comfortable, then, 1'lie
said. «"You'Il lose that coat from the
coupglers if you don't look out. Put it be-
hind you to, ease your back. No, wait,
il do it."1

He ran down his ladder-Lucy envied
hlm lis e.ase of movement--and, reaching
over with one hand, picked up Caleb'&
coat. A pipe turnbled f rom the pocket
and disappeared beneath the train. "lOh.
dear 1" cried Lucy.

"No use,tmmm," lhesai-d. "-Here, we
woni't lo-e anything else." Standing
bracvd, lie searclied the pockets, and drew
out a pair of old woolen gloves, a hand-
kerchief, and Caleb's package of papers.

These, as Lucy sat crouched upon e
sheif, lie put into lier lap, and stuffed the
coat behind lier. Then Lucy was left to
lier thouglits.

It was dreary, it was cold. Fhe was
slieltered froni the wind ; the train nioved
with the even motion of a lieavy body.
She looked at the letters in lier lap. Most
of them were old, worn, and dirty. BUis,
no doubtandunpaid. Caleb, thougli ber
own cousin, wassoshiftless. Shethouglit
of the letter in lier pocket, but she could
flot get at it. Slietried to rememberwhat
it liad said; its ending esp cll .It was
almost pathetic; somethlingl1ie this:
11You sai . once I wanted yu money. I
don't. Now that I amn wel off ou mnust
believe nie. Spend it on Géleb's family,
but let me liave the satisfaction of being
on frlendly ternus with niy only aister.
We are oldenough to lay by our former
diflerences."

There were tears in her eyca, and Lucy
feit ashamned. If the brakeruan should
corne, lie would see them. She looked

to liien
masters,
Lprofes-

lrin are
, b v so
e know-
t of the
or these
w figure
ybdy-
Sas their

iminated
vert the
treate(l;
il know-
ving hlm

Ie farm,
nas and

ichinery,
o put in
practical
as is too
*he books

d in sucli
Sstudent
r arnbig-

L. Pull

nd How
begin-
. 2
Cloth.

g Hand-
on iElec-
es. By
50 illus-

yJ. G.
-to-ate
0 pages,
ice $I.00

;tall(ard
l of Vet-
ie Aîîxa-
.Hoini-

îstrated.
- $I.00

Practice.
LI Up to-
20 iis-
ice $i.5o

id Profit.
3roceses
Baldwin.

Cotlî.

standard
ý Philllp
S- $1.00

to thiese
lustrted

f price

ORONTO

I MIL TON

RS,

"HUE, wu w 3' 3'T o 4#UW 1mm",

again at thre letters in ber la>p, sa
tended, to be looking them *ver. ÏTi
surprise, ber own nwam, i ber brothWo'

wwritin g, looked up a ber hm au tu.
*à ed ettein


