
OUTAIN RP ISEWS VIl%0RATI0p XN BMT&Lg NOIBT $ESIQA 7

Swan River to, meet the North Saskatchewan below oort iCrne, Thsgen.ral altitude
of this first or most easterly prairie stoppe may bd estimated at 80O to 900 fiet above tie
sea level,

The second or niddle steppe conterminous wlt the limit of the flgrt just duaribed,
extenlds westward to the base of the third steppe, whieh may bc defined by a line, rossing
the United States frontier not far from th 04 Roebe Perede in longitude 106 W.; thence
passing in a north-westerly direction to teàr the elbow of the South Saskatchewan, and
northwardls to the Eagle Hills, west of Fort Carlton. T he mean altitude of this second
stoppe Js about 1',600 feet above the sea level.

The talrd and highest steppe extende to the base of the Rocky Mountains, and has a
nean ultitude of 2,700 feet.

The composition of the plains being, to a great depth, of Soft materials, these stoppes
do not influence the river channels, so that the rivers riing in the Rocky Mountains
traverse the plains with an uidform current, uncontrolled by trie superficial features of the
country. These rivers have, generally speaking, formed deep rather than wide vai s,
their literal extent being rarely proportionate to their steep and iofty bank.j consequent
these valleys do not afford a great extent of alluvial land, or and of rat quaity, r
agricultural purposea; and this ia more particularly trot of the western plain country,
where the rivers traverse the higher plateaus.

The existence of a general law regulating the distribution of the woods in this portion
of the continent suggested itself to us during omir first sutmmer's explorations, and subseo
quent experience during the seasons of 188-9 fully confirmed it.

The fertile savannahs and valuable woodlands of the Atlantic United States are suc.
ceeded, as has been previously alIuied, to, on the west by a more or less arid desert, occu-
pying a region on both sides of the Rocky Mountains, wehic presents a barrier to the
continuous growth of settiements between the Misnissippi Valley and the States on the
Pacifie coast. This central desert extends, however, biut a short way into the british
territory, forming a triangle, having for its base the 49th parailei from longitude 1u0 to
1141 W with its apex reaching te the 52nd parallol of latitude.

The niorthern forest, which in former times descended more nearly to the frontier of
this central desert, have been greatly enîcroached upon and, as it were, pushed backwardls
to the northitirougli the eflect of frequent ires.

Tlhus a large portion of fertile country, denude of timber, separates the arid region
from the forest lands to the norti, and the habit which the Indiarn tribes have of barntgno
tie vegetation las, in fact, gradually improved the country for the purpose of settiement
by cleoring off the heavy timber, to remove which is generally the irit and Most arduous
labour of the colonist,

Ail the rivers whieh intersect the plains traversed by the Expedition tait of the
Rocky Mountains, with the exception of the Athabasca, iow into Lake Winoipmq and
thence into Hudson Bay. The Athabaso, on the other hand, joins the MKente,
which gows to the Arctio Ocean.

In describing the prairie country 1 shall successively treat of the lnds adjacent to th#
difFerent large rivers, net however with a view to scientide elassification, but merely for
the greater facility of indicating where landa Ot for settlement are to be met with.

Tie most easterly stream dlowing into Lake Winnipeg is the river of the a-o name,
It flows whoHly within the eastern rocky boit of countrys and was Ldeaeênd

E xpedition with canoes on the way from L ake Superior. The country on both uides of
this river is -s rocky and covered with samp as to afford but gttie extent it for
agricultural development.

Lake Winnipeg, which s the principal rebervoir iti which the waters of these rivers
collect, bas its outlet by Nelson River to Hudson Bay. It extends from latitude GeV
to .5° N., but from lying somewhat obliquely, iL is atout £90 miles lengtb.

Its rugged eaetern shore is pincipalty composed of prinitive rocks, whsile eiong the
west the headianda are formed of beds of limestone, ind the couigtry in their rear il
low and Marsby.

Lake Wimiipeg cornmunicates withn severai other skeets of water, of which 'aNimoba
and Wimpegoors lakea are the most considrbje No ne of those takesra e, nd
many parts of them are extremely shll, but t i& piasent n setlàes tot
stean navigâtion, and from the iik ofateas w ic -lay give to thetipsbee 4r i
they will doubtes prove of geht valGu iá oidning up and s.ttling the iets

ihl abound in these lskes, suad tihe smram ofLue Winnipg eppeciuy chs*0 raucho
a large sie without Ioiig it riah aaI4ie Sëvou*.
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