.70, BILL. [1859.

in Act to authorize the Proprietors of Water-
Courses in Lower Canada to utilise the same,
and to remove all restrictions upon the use

thereof.

7HEREAS it is expedient to encourage industry, comimerce, and Preamble.
'V acriculture, and with that view to remove all doubts and restric-

fons with respect to the use which the owners of water-courses in

tre Seigniories in Lower Canada have a rifzht to make of such water-

wurses, and also with respect to the right of erecting mills for grinding

all kinds of grain ; Therefore Her Majesty, &c., declares and enacts as

follows :

I. All owners of water-courses in the Seigniories of Lower Canada may Owners of
wra them to such use as they deem most advantageous, provided they Water-courses
caise no damage to their neighbours or to the public, and may erect may baild
thercon mills of any description they think proper, for the grinding of any kind.'
Fgrain of any kind ; and it shall be lawful for all censituires, or other per-
sons, to have their grain ground at such mills, with the consent of the
wner thereof, without being liable to be troubled by any Seignior or
Seiguiors, under pretext of any right of banalité, or of any exclusive
fight o or in the use of such water-courses Ly him reserved or stipu-

&ated, which shall be absolutely abolished from and after the passing of

Wis Act: Trovided always, that every Seignior shall have his recourse Proviso: asto
for the reule representing his right of banalité, or other exclusive right gg.ht"."f

i afresaid, as provided by the Seigniorial Act of 1854 and the Acts i the
mending it, when the schedule of his Seigniory is fyled, and the other Seigniorial
equirements of the said Acts are complied with'; and arrears of the said Acte.

e shall be payable to him from the passing of this Act.

Il. Allowners of water-courses who, before the passing of this Act, Act to extend
base built mills thereon, shall have the benefit of this Act in like manner ;‘,’r';‘(lih built.
& ifthe same had been built after its passing, saving the recourse of any 7
Seigniot or person for any damages sustained by him before its passing,

aud recoverable by him under the then existing law.

[l All damages occasioned by the inundation of any property by As todsmages
the erection of mill-dams, and all other damages occasioned by the erec- topropertyby
ton of mills, except those founded on any alleged right of banalité, or )
exclusive right of the Seignior to or in any water-course, (which rights

are hereby abolished,) shall be settled and recovered in accordance with
the laws now in force in Lower Canada.

V. This Act shall apply to the Crown Seigniories and Seigniories be- To what
jonging to the Province, or forming part of the Jesuits’ Estates, and to Seigniories
Lother Scigniories to which the said Seigniorial Act of 1854, and the ZI;SI;‘“ shall
et amending it apply : but not to private Seigniories especially excepted
?mS:llI]e operation of the said Act, or to those held by the Seminary of
- Sulpice,

155



