et NS
e e

16 A GLANCE AT CANADA IN THE DAYS OF

destined as future interpreters to their country- -
men. ‘ ‘

Re-entering the river on the 10th of August of
the following year, he named it the St. Lawrence, in
honour of the saint whose feast the Church celebrates
on that day The island at its mouth, now called

_ Anticosti, he named the isle of the Assumption. He

finally anchored off Stadacona, where Quebec now
stands, and on the Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin in the next month, the Holy Sacrifice
was for the first time offered on the Canadian shores.
Cartier next visited the Indian settlement of
Hochelaga, situated on an island formed by the St.
Lawrence and a branch of the Ottawa. The dis-
covery of this vaunted hamlet, with its picturesque
surroundings, had been among the most cherished of
his day dreams, nor was the reality unworthy of the
dream. From the summit of an isolated mountain
at the extremity of the island; his view embraced in
front a wide expanse of fertile land; around him
stretched forests of oak, with here and there a_waving
field of silken-tufted Indian corn; at his feet lay the
hamlet, built in the form of a circle, and fortified in
Indian fashion by three graduated rows of palisades,
and to crown the whole, girding the island like .a
broad silver belt, as far as the eye could reach, shone
the sunlit river. Enchanted with the beauty of the
scene, and delighted too with the courteous greeting of
the savages, their simplicity,their generosity and their
ardour for instruction, he breathed a prayer, that a
land so fair and a people so gentle raight be marked
ere long as the heritage of France,—above all, as a
portion of the Kingdom of God. In his enthusiasm,




