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the most thoroughly trained man in aU Can-
ada for -the Education department; and is

the ablest and most thorough administrator
of a publie department of any man whom 1
have met. - I think he hu not been appreci-

ated according to his merits ; but should
you create and fill the office of Minister of
Public Instructione you may safely confide

the ordinary administration of the Education

department to, Dr. Hodgins, with the title of
my office." Dr. Hodgins had laboured under
Dr. Ryerson for thirty-three -yeàta ;. whence
itwýi11 be seen how important the tribute is

that we have reproduced. Dr. Hodgins is

an extensive writer on educational topics.
.He is the author of 1 « Lovell'a General Ge-
ography,» 4' Firat Steps in General - Geog-
raphyý1' Il School History of Canada, and of

the other British North American Pro-
vinces." He published. likewise the 'l Can-

adian School Speaker and Reciter," the
"School, bUnualey 0. 6 Lectures on School

Iàaw,'Y 69Sketches, and Anecdotes of the

Queen,)' and Il The School House." A very

noted work of his too,'wu a "Report of - the
Educational Features of the Centennial

Exhibition at Philadolphia." The writings

of Dr.. Hodgins arê characterised by, wide
le&rning, accurate care, and profound con-
sideration. His style is searching, clear and

incisive, and you are never permitted to
lose sight of the individuality of the man
whose pages you are pernaing. And what a

charin this is in a writer. But the same
fertile and restless pen ha& been buzy in
the periodical press on educational, histor-
ical, commercial and social topics, and al-

ways is, the same power seen as we have
just specified, Dr. Hodgins was one of the
gentlemen under whose supervision the
work 11 The Story of My life, by Dr. Ryer,

son, was published, and he is author of
several papers on the life and labours of the

late great educationist. There is one admir'-
ably written memoir in the Canada, School

Journal, and there is a pamphlet entitled
«I Ryerson Memorial, 'l from the same sympa-
thetic and capable pen. (See memoir of Dr.

Ryerson elsewhere in these pages.) With
respect to the value of the works contribu-

ted, to educational literature by Dr. Hod-
gins, we may say that they are scarcely less
important than the life-long service which
he has devoted to practical education itaelf ;
and the highest'authorities in the country,
heads of, the propèr department and gover-
nors-general, have been frequent with tes-
timony of commendation and -of admiration.
It is easy for us in these days, when the
educational system in in a state of perfect

organization, and the wheels are turning of
theirown. accord without jar or jolt, to un-
derestÎmate what a task it wu to create,
from the incoherent fragments of the éduca-
tional order that prevailed when Dr. Hodg-
ins came upon the scene, the smoothly
moving and harmonious system, of to-day.

-Side by side with his great chief has Dr.
Hodginis everstriven in the caiise of educa-

tion ; and we have attributed so much to
him, because upon his ahoulders devolved
for so long a period the actual and inimedi-

ate administration of tha department. -In
social life, Dr. Hodgins is genial; sùd he à
a gentleman of great culture. In benevo-
lent or Christian work he is at the front
whenever the occasion arises. Re hu been
secretary of the Bible Society since 1860,

and of the Anglican Synod of the diocese of
Toronto since 1870, except for one year ;
and he was president of the Irish Protestant
Benevolent Society in 1875. Dr. Hodgins
married in 1840, at Dublin, Ireland, Fran-

ces PLachel, eldest daughter of James Doyle,
of Cloyne, County of Cork, by which union
he has four sons living. The eldest is in the

department of Justice, at Ottawa ; the third
is, a barrister at Toronto ; the fourth is a

mechanical engineer ; and the fifth is an
under graduate of Toronto University.

Thesecond son is deàd. Dr. Hodgins took
part in the formation of the Queen'a Own
Rifles, and was appointed lieutenant in that
corps 14th March, 1862, and captain in
N.-). 9 company, East Toronto, on the 8th

March, 1869. He holds a second class cer-
tificate from the Mihtary schoèl, Toronto,
dated the 8th September, 1866.ý In 1879

Dr. H odgins received a decoration in gold,
& & Order af the Palm Leaf," from the French

Minister of Public Instruction ; in 1885
he was -elected a 6' corresponding fellow of
the Academy' of Sciences," New Orleans ;
and in the same year hereceived from Lord
Lansdowne a confederation medal, in appre-
ciation of 'l Services as.Public Officer and a
Mau of Letters."

Baker, Rev. J.Stamers, Port Hope.
This able divine wu born at Bandon, Ire-
land, in -the year 1827, and he ' received his
education at the school of Dùke of Devon-
shire, Bandon. In 1861 he wu ordain-ed dea-
con, and in 18630 he- received the order of
priesthood. He was appointed by the Lord
Bishop of Ruronté, Wyoming and the parts

adjacent; and by Bishop Strachan as curate
of St. James, Toronto. * He afterward'be-
came, insuccession, incumnent of Cambell-
ford, of Cooksto", and then rector of, St.
Marb, Port Hope.


