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Soffering the company a price for the works or stock of
>rnpany, etc., etc. No provision was made for thie case of

comipany.
iis w-as amended by 62 Vict. (2) eh. 26, sec. 35, giving
Ste cities, towns, and villages to construet gas, electrie
or water works, and introducing the provision, "ln case
is any gas, electrie liglit or water cornpanyr incorporated
in the municipality," to be found ln the present .Act. The.

dmients of 63 Vict. ch. 33, sec. 29, and 2 Edw. VI I. eh. '29,
ý0, 1 passa over as immaterial on the prescrit inquiryv.
ile defendants contend that they have the power under 1tie.
te, upon an arbitration being had and the price paidl or
ed, to take the works and property of the eornpany, or
of it: sec. 566, sub-secs. 4, (a4).
la argued for the plaintifi's that they are not "s. gas, elec-

ight, or water company incorporated for or in the. muni-
ity." I do not proceed upon that ground, but upon the.
-al ground that nowhere is there given to the rnunicipality a
of expro~priation.

romn personal, knowledge, I arn able te, say that the. inten-
of smre at lest of those who, were interested ln the. pas-sing
ý Act of 1899, was solely to proteet the. coxupanies already ln
,tion. Lt wasthought uni nat for a xnunicipality te start
3ition witii a private enterprise witiiout giving the. owners
e enterprise an opportunity of "getting froin undlr"-it
iet intended to give the municipalities a power they iiad net
tofere had of taking away the business directly frein its

f course w. mnust determine the mneaniug of the. legisIatioii
iv what we may know or surmnise of the meaning and inten-
of the. legisiators, or some of tliem, but by tie. meaning of
anguage whichii l exnployed.
Sis trite law that a man's property la net te he taken froin

ezeept by leglalatien of the ecarest eiiaracter. liere tiiere
legislation at ail indicating that the. preperty ean b. taken

ivituin. What la provided for la, that no rate shail b.
k or worl<s constructed by the rnunicipality until the, coi
lias had a chance of getting eut witii 10 per cent. ever and

e the value of their works and property as they stand: sec.
sub-sees. 4, (a2), (a3).
he only penalty upon the. cornpany is, that tii. municipality
go on and run a competing business-if tii. sharehiolders

ratepay rs, they will know, that tiieir own meoney la b.ing
tobild up a business comipetitor.


