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THE LAND -WE  LIVE IN..

GOLD EUNTERS ADVEN-
TURES.

Woe stuck to Wombat Flat for from four
.or five weeks, averaging nbhout an ounce
of gold a day betweon us, but as we con-
cluded tho chancos of larger finds were
rather slim, we made up our minds to
soek for pastures new. The wet season
was fast approaching and we knew the
rain would inundate the Flut so as to pre-
vent underground working, and there was
little of what could be called dry diggings
amongst the Jim Crow ranges, during the
rainy season. Businoss was dull ab Gis-
borne, and McDonald had meb with some
Kilmore relutives, who wished him to join
them, in a gold mining and prospecting
expedition, so we decided to closo out the
concern.

With this view I left Rose to do the
bost he could in.gold mining in some of
the shallow sinkings, and having borrowed
his revolver, I started in company with
an acquaintance by the name of Bryant,
who was going to Melbourne, so by tak-
ing a short cut neross to Kyneton, we
managed to .rench Gisborne the snme
night. This was the only trip in Aus-
tralin whoen I over carried a revolver, and
1 feel satisfied that I kept out of more
gerapea by not having one, than I should
otherwise. McDonald left tho noxt day,
and I never met him again, Poor fellow,
he died & few months later in the vicinity
of Creswicks' Creek, from inflammation,
caused by dysentery.

I immedistely took an inventory of
stock and placed the disposition of every-
thing in the hands of a Mr. James, an
accountant, at Gisborne.

1 had intended to return with Bryant,
who was to call for me in a week, but
when he got along, I found it would take
me another day or two to settle my affuixs,
a0 he decided to go on. Not being fam-

“iliar with the country, ho kept the regu-
lar road instead of taking the short cut at
-Kyneton, and when within a few miles of
the Jim Crow, was “stuck up” nud re-
lioved of his cish by a gang of bushrang-
ers, who happened to-be operating there.
. On my return Rose and I spent a few
days puttering round the diggings, but
without much success, and then we heard
plowing accounts from the Blackwood
Ranges, which wero ouly o few miley dis-
tant in a direct lino, but owing to an im-
penetrable growth of ‘‘serub” as it is
termed, we had to go vound a distance of
_some 25 or 30 miles,
Several of our digger fricnds were pull-
_ing up stakes for Blackwood, so we con-
cluded to do the same, and cmly noxt
morning had our swags packed, and start-
-ed.

A young Englishman by the name of
Mencham, attached himsgelf to our party,
und stepping only to make a kettle of ter
und disposs of that together with some
broad and sardines, wo reached Black-
wood and Golden Point just in time to
put up our tent, and got our blankets
under cover before dark. Blackwood is
the wottest place 1 ever struck in Aus
tralin. During that winter it rained on
nn average overy other day,

Our first night was one of the most un-
comfortable I ever spent, s it came on

: raining and blowing a pale. Our tent
was sheltered from the wind to some ex-
tent by the high ranges, but the rain came
down tho side of the hill in torrents, and
we soon liad a good sized rivulet running
through the tent. Sleep was oub of the
question, and we were pretby well sonked
into the bargain, for the stream from the
hillside had come in with a vush.

Golden Point contained 3 or 4 stores
and several minors tents, and every one
was lighted up that hadn’t Vlown down,
so we succeeded in getting a botile of
brandy to counteract the effects of the
wotting, and prepared to adapt oursclves
to the situation as best we counld.

The warst of the gale was over but the

“ rain continued day and night for over a
weok, raising the water in the creek sev-
eral feet and doing a great nmount of
damage by filling in creek workings and
caxrying oft tubs, cradlos and gold wash-

ing machinery. The limits of Blackwood
80 far as gold had beon discovered, was at
that time somewhat circumseribed, but on
that memorable night no less than scven-
teen persons were killed by falling trees,
principally at Red Hill, about half a mile
from where wo camped.

Three men had, like ourselves, entered
the diggings that evening, and pitched
their tent, During the night a talliron
bork tree fell lengtivwiso of the tent, kill-
ing the one wlio lay in the contre, without
injuring his mates. . e

For some days there was a busy time
on Red Hill in cutting down the trees in
this vicinity of stores and digiers camps,

The Australian axe. is an article about
ug wide ag an otdinary morticing chisel,
an ugly, clumsy looking tool with a
straight handle like that of a sinking
pick, and it was rather amusing to see
those who were not accustomed to the
American axe operating these apoligies for
an uxe in cutting down o tree,

The universal plan was to cut all round
it, and then the chances wore that the
tree would full .anyway, but the one
wanted. 1f a tree leaned so as to fall
naturally over a tent. the first move was
to send some one up it to atbach a rope,
and then half a dozen would tail on to it,
while the nxeman would whack away for
dear life, just nbout the time the tree was
half cut, those who.hnd hold of the rope
would bo pulling away for all they were
worth, and whon nearly cut through and
they should have been pulling they would
be holding on to the slack of the rope, so
that in four cases out of five, the tree
would fall on the very object they wanted

 to keep it clear of.

An acquaintance of mine by the namo
of Malcolm who had been an Ottawa lum-
berman, with his Ameriean axe, had all
he could do for two or threo days in cutt-
ing down leaning trees, not much larger
than & stove pipe at £2, or $10 por tree,
and it used to astonish’the natives to see
how casily he could swing a leaning tree,
that it would have taken a dozen of them
to fall with any degree of safety.

Chis Malcolm had the most powerful
voice for what is termed ‘‘hollering,” of
any man I ever heard, and by holding his
hands over his mouth could get off a
serecch like tho compound whistle of a
locomotive, which could be heard a couple
of miles. ' .

Afterwards on Simmons Reef, the Vig-

ilance Commnittee used o avail themaclves |

of Maleolm’s screech provider, and a cer-
tain code of numbers, to summon its
membors, when their services woere re-
quired ab night, and that unenrthly sound
would actually drown the sound of the
half dozen stamp mills near the foot of
the reef. It was almost blood curdling to
bo awakened by if, and the sound would
bo prolonged according to - the nature of
the signal for over half a minute.

As the water was too high in the creek,
we were winble to tackle any of the ereek
claims at Golden Point, so after spending
the day in looking round for a desirable
position, Rose and I decided ic locnte ab
Red Hill, being the dryest and most cen-
tral position. So we loft Meacham to
look after tent and traps and as we had
concluded it would be advisable to have a
comfortable place for winter, we went to
work cutting down trees and cutting them
into lengths for « log hut. This it fook
us & week to build and cover with canvas,
Woe also constructed a -chimney of logs,
stoning and claying about four feet in
depth, for a fire place. All day wo work-
ed in the vain, and at night laid down be-
fore the fire in our wet clothes.

CHEAP BOOKS. .

Standad Novels, cach complote in it~
solf, and othor Hteravy works, at 3 cents
and G conts each.. Eight thvee cent nov-
cls by mail, post paid for 25 cents Just
the thing for ** camping out” partios.

D. 'ronas & Co.

Parties answering any advertise- -

ment contained herein, will great-

ly oblige by mentioning this jour-
nal,

.contains very interesting and instructive

‘as the Haydock Catholic Bible, $14.00

THE MEXICAN FIBRE POCKET MAT
" 'BRUSH e
Can be carried in the vest pocket., Sent
to any address on receipt of 15 cents. We
are prepared:to supply the trade through
.out Canada and the United States. Agents
cen make money. selling these brushes, |
. D. THOMAS & CO.,
General Agents. -

Those interested in Natural History
curiosities, rire Chiny and Délft Placques
Bric-a-Brac, &e., should - subseribe- for
‘The - World of Nutwre, published by 8.
Jacobs, Naturalist, 119 and 121, Bellevue
avenue, Noewport, R. L, nt $1 a year. It

3

reading matter, with price lists of curiosi-
ties. ‘ :

PHOTOGRATH ALBUMS,

Quarto size, in clegant stamped silk
plush and leather bindings, also oblong
albums in leather, ab manufacturers pri-
ces, $6 to §7, according to binding.—

Agoents wanted. :

D. Tuomas, & Co. .

General Agents.

PEERLESS FAMILY BIBLES,

As Agents for the Lovell M'f’g Co.,
Limited, of Erie, Pa., wo are introducing
the finest lines of Bibles ever brought into
Sherbrooke, and can deliver them here at
the manufacturers rotuil prices,

No. 1 Evorism ProTesTant, with both
$t. James and revised edition of New Tes-
tament in parallel columns, $14.00.

No. 4 ExcLisH ProTesTaNt, with both
St. James and revised edition of both Old
and New Testaments in parallel columns
$15.00. - :

No. 1 Exorisa Carroric, widely known

These Oatholic Bibles are fully author-
ized, sunctioned and approved by the
most ~ éminent Catholic ™ Clergy of the
world. Call and see samples.

: D. Tromas, & Co,

Tne Most BRILLIANT AND PERMANENT INKS| -

All Colars, in powders or prepared for use.
The best Inks manufactured

The . Chicago Folding Sawing
MACHINE.

Wo arc agents for the sale of the above
Saw, with which an active man can saw
a cord of wood in an honr, Price, $18.— |
Cnll and see sample,

Tor sale personally or through Agents)
Mushall's Household Combination

-+ 11 articles in one.eeiiescessnness 30cts
Marshall’s Combination Cork Scrow
Glass Cutter, Knifo Sharpen-
) T RO wene  30cts
Sewing Machine Relief Spring, at-
attached to Muchine....ivemeens s
Doorholder, attached, holding door
in any position....ueweeeeressnnne
Ladies’ Workbasket Compuauion,
Nocdles, &c....uunee

60cts
{26cts
20cts

The Tellor Kitchen Knife, for
chopping potatoes, turning egga

T VU PO - 1
Everlasting Mineral Wick, no trim-

MG eeereeesrersnn o o 10cts
New Puzzle Koy Ring...... 10cts
Watchman’s Whistle, nickel......... 10cts
Sheet Blueing, superior to any..... 10cts

Lamp Chimney Stoves, fit any
Lamp.eeanis. verienee. 1Bets

Crochet Noedles, sul;; in box .o 1bcts
Spool Holders, nickel-plated....... . 10cts

Taminous Dial Alarm Clocks... ... §6.00
Empire Fuel Burner, for cooking
and heating...uveeerrieseesorosenee . $1.60
And a varioty of domestic and house-
hold articles.
D. Toomas & Co,

INKS!!

We havo the best and most brilliant Black
Blue, Black, Red, Green and Purple Inks'
either dry in capsules, or ready for use in
quantites to euit purchasers, and are prepar-
ed to supply the trade generaly. One
Capsule mnkes half a pint of ink, and ean be
sent by mall for 15 cents, These inks do not
thicken or settie, are not injured by freezing,
and do not spoil by exposurs to the air. They
do nov sorrode nor gum up the pen.

D, THOMAS & QO.
,, REAL PEN-WORK.

| FAMILY 'RECORD, LORD'S PYAYER,
(Protestant and Catholle.)

‘Wholesale and Retail. .
. D. THOMAS & CO.

© onch by mail,

and other Xllumiraied Pen-Work, 50 cents
D. THOMAS & CO.

THE INFALLIBLE GORN CURE!

Every Bottle Warranted

:T(l DO JUST AS REPRESENTED.
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Public attention is hereby called to a remedy
which acts in the speedy and painless removal
| of Hard and Soft Corns, Callouses
Bunions. It is putup in vials and packed in
wooden boxes, ann can be sent by mail to any
address upon receipt of price, 25 cents, provided
your dealers cannot
orders to

W. B. FORSYTH, Proprietor,

and
supply you. Address all

SIDNEY, OWHIO.

DO NST CUT YOUR CORNWNS.

Apply the medicine to the corn with finger until a coating is_formed over it.
Do noi rub, giving it time to get dry boforo disturbing it. Apply the medicine free--
1y every night and every morning for four days in succession ; on the fifth day sonk
the feeb in water as hot as can be well borne for a fow moments, when the corn can
be easily removed. Do not use o sharp knife—no cutting is necessary. Some corns
can be removed easily while others will require just o little pursuasion. In some
easos, particularly with bunions, it may be necessary to repeat the treatment, which
requires just as many applieations as lirst time. ¢

The medicine is not a caustic, and causes no pain; if any is produced, it is
causod by pressure of the shoe, Aftor the removal of the corn, dry the foot well,
and give it a single applicat'on. The coating thus formed will protect the tender
part until the new ekin takes its place, It is not racommended for warts nor moles,
as some similar prescriptions are, but only for tho sure and'safe removal of Hard and
Soft Corns, Callouses and Bunions, and it is, as indicated by its name; an #INFaLLIBLE
Cure.” Koeep the vial well corked, and keep in 2 cool place. Follow directions

exactly, and you will be happy,

" p@rWe'have been appointed General Agents for the sale of the “Infallible
Corn Cure,” and can supply. the trade through the United States and Canada, at

Manufucturers prices,

Single bottles sont by mail on receipt of 25 cents. From

testimonials supplied to us, we have no hesitation in recommending it, believing it
to be as vepresented.an Infallible Cure for Corns.

D. THOMAS & CO.§ GrNERrAL Aounrst 7




