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ARGENTINE.

Avy information regarding Argentine will
bo of special interest in Manitoba, as that
country is regarded by ‘many as the future
great wheat producer of the world. A fow
yoars ago it was tho boliof of mapy that
India would bo tho great producer of wheat,
and Amorican farmers {we uso the word
Awmerica in its broad sonse) were worked up
into a needless state of alarm over the pro-
speotoi beingdriven out of the wheat growing
industry by the cheap labor of India. The
farmers of that country, it was said, could
live and prosper where the average American
farmer would starve to death, Americans it
was declared, could never hopoe to competo
with the farmers of India. who could live on
a fow conts pér day. Wo have geen, how-
ever, that all these fears have not been
realized, and India has ceased to be regarded
as a very formidable competitor.

But whils the fear of Indian competition
has been dying ou®, & new causoe for alarm
to tho American farmor has arisen, in the
southern hemi' phere. Argentine has jumped
to the front with prodigious rapidity as a
preducer of wheit, In the year 1889, Argen-
tine exported only 22,806 tons of wheat, but
the following Fear her exports increased to
927,891 tons, and in 1891 to almost 400,000
tons. In 1892 the amount was again
inereased by 65 tons, and then in 1898 there
was & big jump to 1,008,187 tons; with a
farther enormous igerease in 1894 to 1,608,-
219 tons. 'This surprising increase in the
wheat oxports of Argountine were certainly
such a3 to cause alarm in other great wheat-
producing countries. This rapid extension
of tho wheat indastry in the southern
republic was supplemented by reports telling
bow cheaply wheat could be produced in
that country. It was alleged that wheat
could bo produced at a cost of 25 cents
per bushel, thus enabling the farmer to sell
at 50 cents per bushel and make 100 per cent
profit.

Last year, owing to great damage to the
crop during harvest, from rain and storms,
Argentive did not keop up her record, and
tho wheat crop decreased by asout one-third,
ascompared with the previous year, Whether
this is only a tomporary check or not,
remains to ba seen. ‘The country issaid to
be fast sottling up with immigrants from
southern Burope, particularly Italians, who
are the principal agricultural population. It
is therofore quite possible that Argentine may
show a further considerable increass in

wheat production, should the weather Ye
favorable for tho next crop. As far ascan
bo learned, the climate of the country is not
very reliable, being subject to drouths, at
other times to excessive rains, and the wheat
crop has also suffered from frost in some
years, notwithsta: Ying that the climate is
mild, there heing practically no winter season
there,

One of tho greatest drawbacks to the pro-
duction of wheat in Argentine is the absence

of an olovator systens, which ronders it
necessary to handle wheat in sacks. ‘This
greatly increnses tho cost of oxporting wheat
from that couutry. Iorein Manitoba some
farmors avo inclined to grumblo about what
thoy allege to bo the evils of the clevator
systom. A fow have gonoe so far as to declaro
for tho abolition of olevators entirely. If
these people had ono month's experionco in
Argentine during the markoting season, they
would doubtless forover hold their poace
a3 regards grumbling about tho elevators,
Manitoba has about the best elevator systewn
in the world, and without it the profits of
our farmers would bo greatly reduced.

‘This, howovor, is digressing from our sub-
ject, To return to Argentino aund its capa-
bilities of growing wheat, Tho Commercial
wishes to refer to the enterprizo of the
Northwestern Millor, in sending a reprosonta-
tive to investigate its grain and milling
trade. The Miller's representative, who is a
gentleman of exporionce in tho grain trade,
bas given a great deal of information about
the country. Inarecent lotter tho gontle-
mau—Mr, Kingsland Smith, of Liverpool—~
sums up his opinion of Argentiue’s capabili-
ties in the wheat line in tho following words:
“J donot feel atall sure that ‘Argentineis des-
tined tobo the world’s great wheat-raiser.}

On the contrary, I think the chances are
that tho development will bo slow, and, as
{ar as tbe wheat goes, I have not seon any
wheat in the country that I would care to
mill, except that grown in the southern part
of Buenos Airs, At this timo, Rosario is tho
great center of the grain trade. Vila &
Hoenig’s mill is the best situated for export.
ing of any I havo seen, as thoy can load
ocean steamners out of the back door. The
mill was built by Noye, several years ago,
and made lots of money st thestart, although
Mr. Hoenig says it is pretty close work now,
and that he does not make much more thain a
bare living. “He ships largely to Brazil, but
not to Europe. They have the soil here todo
groat things in wheat, ‘but the climate is
rather uncertain, and the facilitics far hand-
ling grain are most primitive. and, unless
some entirely new elementis infnsed intothe
country, developmeat will be slow.”

ROXIQUS WEEDS.

Now is the time to begin tho onslaught on
noxious weeds, and keep it up throughout the
season. The weced commonly known as
stink or French weed, i3 already in bloom,
and should bo dealt with at once. Itittobe
Teared that weeds will be worse than usual
this year, owing to the wet season as well as
to the plan which has been adopted of putting
in much of thoe wheat crop this year. A great
dea} of wheat has been sown on stubble with-
out plowing. This modo of sowing wheat
givea good results on well-cultivated, clean
land, but where the land is weedy, it gives
the weeds a splondid chance to get abead of
the grain crop. In the low sections, a good
deal of land will likely be idle this year, owing
to tho prolonged wet weather. Unless this
land is summeor-fallowed, it will produce a
heavy crop of weeds. The custom of the
old native settlors of Manitobs, to aliow land
to lio idle, without summer-fallowing or seed-
ing to grass, has been & great dotriment
to the old settled districts, rosulting in
depreciating the value of land and evon driv-

ing away some af the.hest farmers-from such

districts. It is thorefore hoped that theland
not in crop this year will bo summer-fallowed
in order to prevont tho production of a orop
of weeds.

[n connection with this question of weeds,
it may bo noted that Dr. James Flotcher, of
the Dominion Experimental farm staff, at
Ottawa, botanist and entomologist, will visit
Mauitoba thts year, Dr. Flotchar has made
o special study of weeds and while hore he
will deliver & course of lecturers on tho sub-
ject, with o view to spreading infornation
about tho noxious weeds and the best way to
destroy thom.

ONTARIO OROP REPORT.

Tue first crop report for the provinco of
Ontario for 189G has been received, Tho
spring was roported one to threo weeksearlier
than usual. Cattlo wore out to grass about
May 1, thus grcatly relieving the anxiety
caused by tho scarcity of fodder on account
of the droutl. of last year. Peaches and
plums woro in bloom as early as April 22 a4
Peolo island. Regarding fall wheat the re-
port ** has not been so unfavorable for many
years' says the bulletin, owing to winter
killing, ** A large amount will be plowed
up or rozown to spring grain.'" XLive stock
wero thinner than usua), owing to scarcity of
winter fodder, and grain and roots were fed
largely on account of the scarcity of hay
fudder. Still the zeport says that live stock
were healthy aud camo through the winter
botter than could havo been expected, con-
sidering the shortage of the fodder crop of
last year. Large quantities of oats aro re-
ported to be held by farmers. Thore was an
oxcessiva supply of farm labor, and wages
were low.

WINKIPEG'S STREETS.

In The Commercial of May 18, editorial
refergnce was made to the deplorable con-
dition of tho streets of the city, The fealing
i3 growing in business cireles especially, that
some comprohensive plan of street improvment
should bo udertaken in Winnipeg at once.
The loca! board of trade has since taken the
matter up, and at the last meeting of the
council of the board, a strong resolution was
passed deploring the bad condition of the
streets, and recommending their early im-
provement. The loss to tho city from the
bad condition of our streets must certainly
Yo very great. The destruction of convey-
ances and the wear and tear of horse-flesh
is alono & considerablo item of loss to the city.
The loss on this account has been far greater
than people who aro not aware of thecircum-
stances, would imagine. Another serious
loss has been the stopping of work, thus re-
sulting in loss to wage-earners. During the
long perind this season that the streets have
been practically impassab’e, building and
other works have been stopped becauss
material could pot ‘be delivered where re-
quired in order to execute the work. The
result of this has been loss to workmen and
laborers.,

An enormous waste of civic labor has beon
going on for years, on account of the bad
condition of the streets, in removing city
garbage, Garbago is hauled out of the city
over a road which is one of the worst imagin-




