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WHOM SFL4LL I SEND?

Oh, Spirit's anointing,
For service appointing,

On us descend,
For millions are dying,
And Jesus is crying,

"Whom shalh 1 send ?

Ethiopia is reaching-
With scarred hands beseeching,

" Rend, Christittns, rend
The chains long enthralling 1"
And lesus is caliing,

" Whom shall I send ? »

Lo 1 China unsealing
lIer gates, and reveaiing

Fields without end!
lier night is receding,
And lesus is pleading,

4"Whom shall I send ?

Dark India is breaking
Her caste-chains, and making

Strong cries ascend
To Jesus, once bleeding,
But now intercding-

".Whom shail 1 send?"
Japan is awaling,
Old errors forsaking;

Haste your aid lend 1
More light," hear her crying,

And Jesus replying,
"Whom shall I send?"

While Israel's unvailing,
And penitent wailing,

Ail things portend;
Why, why our deiaying,
Since Jesus is saying,

" Whom shahi I send ?

The islands, once hating
Ilis yoke, are now waiting

Humbly to bend.
"To bear help and healinZ,"

Hear Jesus appeaing-
Whom shall 1 send ?

-Rev. A. 7. Gardon, D) J).

REPORT ON THE STA TE 0F RELIGION.

BY REV. WILLIAM FARQUHARSON, OUNGAH.

The following is the report an the State of Religion pre-
sented by the Rev. William Farquharson, Convener af the
Committee, to the Synod of Hamilton and London:-

In presenting the report on the State of Religion your
Committce take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of re-
ports froni every Presbytery within the bounds and are
specially grateful for the promptness with which the returns
were forwarded. Most of these reports give evidence that
the variaus Sessions have bad a commendable zeal in hon-
estly trying ta answer the Assembly's questions. Huron
leads the way in a clear report 1'with complete returns and
full answers from every Sess;on." Paris and Chathami follow
closely with returns from ail but three, and no Presbytery
iacks answers froni more than eight, exccpt Stratford, who
somewhat sadly brings up the rear with onlv one-balf who
have answered the roli-cali. The complaint is madé ini some
cases that answers are indefinite, yet the Synod may rest
assured that, on the whole, the returns are the resuit of an
earnest effort on the part of Sessions and Presbyteries ta
grapple with a vital question, onue Presbytery especially ex-
pressing the conviction that " the answers are the precise
pregnant statements of earnest men, who feel theniselves
vitaliy interested in the questions before them." Yet notwith-
standing the earnest effort on the part of Sessions ta pre-
sent the facts, and the invaluable co-operation of the Con-
veners af the several Presbyteries in collecting and arranging
the materials, your Committce feel their utter inabiiity ta
give in a report any adequate idea of the state of re'igion
within the bounds of the Synod. In the very nature af thc
case spiritual resuits refuse ta be tabulated with mathemati-
cal açcuracy, and the gatheriug together of bare facts is apt
ta becarue, sa far as the report is concerucd, a withered

For a mioment we want ta get iuta dloser sympathy with thc
minister ta know the beroic wariare he ivages and ta have
Our owu zeal kindhed by comiug in touch with what has lu-
spired hlm. Sa we gather together every Session in the land,
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caîl the minister ta the front, and in the presence of the eiders
demand an answer ta the question : I"What speciai encour-
agement have you had during the year ?" Is it anv wouder,
though, the answer i3 disappointing ? Aiaq, we looked for
ire, but there is scarcely even smoke. No sound oi the bat-
tic afar, no rallying cry inspiring action. Yau wauld neyer
imagine there had been the faintcst strugghe. Smoothiy flows
the course of the minister's lufe as that af the good boy's ln
the Sabbath school navels. We are told in the reports that he
is encouraged by "full and attentive cangregations pressing
an ta hear the Word ; " his bands are sustained by the
IIhearty ca-operation ai eiders and Christian workers ; " 6"bis
heart is made glad in witnessing large accessions tu the com-
munion raIl." Christian Endeavour Societies rally round,
and with their enthusiasm help on the good work. IlPeace
and harmony prcvail in Session and congregatian." One has
bis spirit refreshed thraugh Ilthe ministry ai kind ladies in
visiting the sick and relieving the needy." Another bas bis
soul stirrcd by the inspiring music froni a Ilnew organ ; " a
third is delighted wit h the increased spirit ai liberality that
bas paid off Ilburdensame debts," and perchance gives bum-

self still more substantial' encouragement, and thus we are
assured that Ilwhile ail have ordinary encouragements there
is no indication of a discouraged minister within the bounds."
We are charmed with the picture and fondly linger on its de-
tails, but ife's stern realities soan awaken us ta the cansciaus-
ness that we are stili in the flesh and have not yet entered
into aur rcst.

Turning ta the second question and reading: What
cheering indications ai spiritual blcssing have the eiders en-
j oyed in their service ?" we wonder how the elders will
stand the examination. Ruling wehi the Church ai Gad,
taking the oversight ai the dlock and iaichfully dealing with
the enemy are duties the performance ai whicb aiten do not
call forth answers in such glowing termas. With a good deal
ai curiosity we turu ta the reports, but the merest glance is
sufficient ta show that the amaunt ai cheer he receives is far
less than what is reported to a luta the lot ai bis clerical
brother. The exuberant tane ai jayausness is ail gone, and
once more we are back ta prosaic real ity. A few ironi every
Presbytery thaughtiully acknowiedge bhessings received in
connectian with district prayer-meetings, officiai, visitation or
work iu the Sabbath school, but the greater number, with
marvellous contentment, assu re us that what encourages the
minister wiil do for them, whiie a gaodly number sit in
dumb silence saying not a word. Hamilton Presbytery sug-
gests that the lack ai joyousness ini tbeir answers is due ta
deficiency in service, but your Committee would rather be-
lieve that the cbanzed tone is fulW accounted for from the
fact that in many cases the ministeriai eider wieided the pen,
and most naturaily, in the anc case wrote according ta feel-
ings, in the other according ta sight.

0f far more importance than encouragement or discour-
agement is the question : Do these encouragements lead or
thase discouragements drive ta a throne ai grace ? A vital
question, and yet s0 far as the regular meeting af eiders and
ministers for united prayer is concerned, the reports give con-
clusive evidence that the good habit bas 'neyer taken deep
roat in aur Syuod. Only twenty-two Sessions report regular
prayer-mcetings on Sabbath morning or eveniug for sucb a
purpase ; a few meet occasionally, but the greater nurnber
make no attempt whatever in that direction. This iack is
much ta be regretted, and yet ta conclude that Sessions who
have no such meeting have less interest in their congrega-
tion or are even less spiriîually-minded than those who have
would be a great mistake. Want ai à vcstry and the distance
betweeu eiders' residences render such meetings ini manv cases
practically impossible.

The important work ai the Session ln ruiing in the Churcb
ai God is brought out in two questions, the first ai wbich
asks : 'IWbat is the character ai the religiaus oversight of the
familles ai the cangregatian on the part ai the Session? "
To a good many Sessions the question seemed ta be per-
iectly answered by stating that thc oversight is ofa Ilgen-
oral character," Ilkindly in toue," IlChristian in spirit and con-
ducted for the welfare ai the dlock." lu so far ail are

1gred,.ut.f1yu-ak1frther wAt_ eans are sed-ta.bri.

purged ? Frorn the great majority ai Sessions cames the as-
surance that the work ai revision is donc at Ieast every vear,
whihe lu the exceptionai cases it is purged once lu two years,
or 11,at ieast occasionahhy." Fain as Sessions are, ta believe
that their flocks, like their children,. arc stainiess, the exami-

IJUNE 3lrd, t8gI.

nation ai the rail presses ou tbeir attention the existence 01
unfaithful members, the ahI important question cames bow ta
deai with tbem ? One Session bhuntly replies : " Strike thtfl'
off if stubborn," but most realize that a more gentie spirit iS
needed lu ministering ta a soul diseased. Several, iudeed,
coniess iaxity in deaiing with such cases. A Session in Paris
Presbytery declares that " the oid-time discipline is hardly
practicable lu these days." let wheuever action is taken the
Christian way in which the erring are deait witbh eaves nothing
furtber ta be desired. lu the kindest possible wav he i5 ai'
proached flrst by minister or eider individually. That failitng
a deputation ai Session dteais witbhlm or he is called before
theni by citation, and only when ail the persuasive power Of
the Churcb faits 15 the member cut off froni Church privi-
leges, and even that action is taken lu the hope that "6the
spirit may be saved lu the day ai the Lord Jesus." As
the resuit af such faitbiul deaiing, many report their joy at
being permitted "lu the spirit ai meekness" ta restore a
tempted brother, though the sad fact is also noted that lu
some cases the cnly apparent resuht is the hardening and tiný
bittering ai the party dealt witb.

After foliowing the Session lu ahi their arduous duties, We
naturally ask: What provision is made for organizing thc rest
ai the cangregation for Christian work ? or putting it lu mod-
cru phraseoiogy : " What sacieties are formed in connectiOfl
with the congregation and wbat are tbey accornplishing ?'
Though it is truc every Christian by the very name he bears
is laid under obligation to devote biniseif and al bis powers
ta bis Lord. It is equally truc that if no systematic effort is
made ta cail forth and direct acîivity along certain speciai
lines many talents wili be burîed and much useful energy Will
be almost wasted through unskiliul application. To fiud wark
for every Christian and ta have a Christian ready for every
needed work is the laudable abject ai the variaus socittitS.
The number ai sucb societies is aimost hegion, and from the
mass ai materials presented it is exceedingly difficult ta iornmul
late an intelligibhe report. Some Presbyteries give wlth el*
actness the number ai branches ai the variaus societies wthin
their bounds, white as many content themseives with getitra'
ternis irom which no accurate returns can be tabulated. 1*o
add ta the confusion, societies having the same end lu vieW
seeni ta exist lu différent Presbyteries and even within the
same Presbytery under différent namnes. Tbe iolhowing sum"
mary ai the reports, bowever, it is boped will be sufildiett
Several congregations iu every Presbytery have yet noa society
in connection with tbem.

A few Sessions lu Landau Presbytery and ont in flan"
ilton are ail that report societies for the purpose ai ",,di,
recting attention ta the evils ai intemperance and devll'l
oping a sentiment lu the direction ai total abstineilce
and prohibition." In the Rreat majority ai congregatiOOS
there are missionary societies o? sanie kind. Besides e
general saciety for the Scbemes ai tht Cburch, about tWO'
thirds ai the congregatians have an auxiliary ta the W
F. M. S., white Kintyre seems ta be the foremost
the Synod lu organizing a Young Men's Missionary SocietY'
The iuterest of the children 15 eiicited lu the cause aifnmissions
by a variety ai organizations, Boys' Mission Bauds, Girls'
Mission Bauds, Little Gleaners and Cheerful Givers. ThrOUgh
ail these agencies valuable work is being doue lu gleaning ii2'
formation, in deepeuing the interest and developiug activitV
lu mission work and lu increasing the spirit ai liberalitY. B?
many Presbyteries special and kindly mention is made oi the
work ai the W. F. M. S. lu "ifostering an interest lu tht ni11
sionary cause and in making most tangible contribution ta
the missionary Scbemes ai the Church."

Several congregations have Ladies' Aid AssaciatiOflS
wbich are reported as doing a good work lu raising fufld5
either ta sweil the ordinary congregational revenue or secure
sanie needed improvemnent for the phan ai worship or renXOP
a burdensome debt. lu addition ta any work ai that kind the
ladies ai St. Andrew's Churcb, Landau, take on themn tht
praiseworthy duty of ministering ta tht temporal wauts ai tht
poor, and lu the Churcb geaerahly such societies do goad
wark lu welcoming strangers and lu variaus ways proiOting
"good wiiI, friendliness and sympathy." Eaergies in a var'»
ety ai directions, social, literary, and reigiaus are awaktntd
by King's Daughters, Young People's Guilds, Social Unions,'
Young People's Associations, Young Peophe's Social Unions5 '
Prayer Circles, and Young People's Society ai Christi,30
Endeavour, white anc congregation in tht PresbyterV ai
Hamilton de relops what may be called muscular ChristilitV,
by means ai a Cricket Club. AIl these socie-ties are pkl

fanm tht ýtaple ai conversation ?-EÉxoduûs- -xS rctU'I
"Remember the Sabbath Day, ta kecp it hoiy." ' 0WC

reniembèr ? Do we keci' it holy, as God bas comm andtd?
Let each one'examine bis nwn heart and anstver-not us, but
God.
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