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many of whom, from thoughtlessness, improvidence,
intemperance and other cuuses, ave often without the
wiuh Inght-coverings which are as necessary as fuod,
and the lack of which oveeasions much sutlering and
uniycenily herding together for the nake of warmth.

After due consideration, early in Octoher, 1876,
thirty-four pairs of white and grey biankets, of various
sizes and prices, were procured direet from a good mill
in Witney, in order to obtain them as cheaply ag pos-
sible, and with this little stock we commenced.  Tho
arent aim of the suciety heing to help the poor to help
themselves, and thus to teach them careful and provi-
dent habits, the two ladies who conduct it determined
to attach w small profit, and induce all the women
who could to pay for them thomselves by small weekly
instalments, it having been proved over and over again
t* b they value much more anything tor which they
have puid either wholly or in part, while it preserves
them from the degradation of wnnecessary or ill-
bestewed charity. The small sum of threepence per
week was fixed upon as the minimuin instaliment, cach
intending purchaser to pay as much more as she
pleases, the article becoming her property when paid
for. This we have found to work admirably, the
desive to possess n blanket or sheet of her own in-
ducing many to be cconomieal, and to save the pence
which would otherwise be squandered in things not
necessary, in order that she might the more quickly
pay for the coveted article.  Many of the husbands, too,
seeing their wives’ careful anxiety, have been led to give
them an extra shilling or sixpence to have “ put upon
the curd ” on Monday, the said sixpence or shilling, in
most cases, being that much less spent in intoxicating
drinks, so that husbands and children alike benefit by
the prudent forethought inculeated in the wife.

In cases where the subscribers are very poor, they
have them at less than cost price, and in extrewe
cases, in which deserving persons —through no faunlt of
their own—are absolutely destitute, they are given;
while 2 certain number are set apart to bu sent to the
sick and the aged. The benelits arising from this
society are so apprecinted by the mothers and others,

that in little more than two months from the time of '

its commencement twenty four blankets had been pur-
chased entirely, and others were being paid for.
were then so often asked for sheets, taat we purchased
one hundred yards of thick twill winter sheeting,
which so met with theirapproval thatin the firse week
and a-half after its purchase no less than fifty yards
liad been bespoken, and we were soon obhiged to pur-
chase our second hundred yards. As the spring
advanced, we found it necessary to add unbleached
and white sheeting, also for summer use, and this
winter we are adding counterpanes.

The feeling of gratitude for the timely help vendered

hias induced many to attend the mothers’ meetings, and |
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l The instalments are collected every week

We .

) ab the
mothers' wmeeting from those who attend, each weomay,

! being provided with a card on which the sum i;
s enterad 5 the Bible nurse, in her usual rouuds, colley-
ing frow those who do nob attemd, or who are tey,.
porarily prevented from doing so, and it would gladdwy,
the hearts of those unaequainted with the poor, to see
the look of pride and pleasure with which many n one
will hold up the purchased blanket or sheet, and say,
“T could never;have had it but for this society,” and
the gratitude they express to its promoters is very
cheering. )

Unable as thoy are to pay for such articles at onee,
they canuot go to tho draper’s, and if they come inty
contact with the travelling tally-man, they have to pay
three times the value for a very inferior article, whiie
here none hut thorouglly good articles are purchased,
and the profit attached is so very small, that they are
saved the two profits of the wholesale warchousennm
and the retail tiadesman.  Many of our purchuasers
have never owned such articles before, and the pride
they feel in then possession, helps them to strive to
acquire other necessary articles of” comfort and cleanli.
ness, while the poor children share largely iu the
benefit, as instead of heing huddled  together in
mother’s bed for the sake of its scanty and almosg
nameless covering, in many instances they have now
little beds on the floor fur themselves, with vne or twy
of vur small grey blankets so suitable for them, I
was a “happy thought”™ which God put inte owr
heart, and we have been richly repaid, not only in
the gratitude, but in the moral clevation also, of these
our pocr sisters.

H. D, Isacxn.

‘ THE DROWSY SENTINEL.

t A GENERJAL, after gaining a greab victory, was encamyp-
! ing with his anmy for the night.  He ordered wateh ty
! be kept all around the camp as usual.  One of the sentinels,
las he went to his station, grumbled to hinvelf, and sad:
“Why could not the guneral let us have a quiet might's rest
for vace, after beating the cnemy ? I'm sure there s nothing
' to be afraid of.” °
The waun then went to his station, and stoad for some time
llooking about him. It was a bright might, with a harvest

moun, but as he could sec no sign of danger anywhere, he

soid to himself, *“ Lam tenibly tired ; I shall sleep for just
! five minutes, out of the mwonlight, under the shadow of this
tree.”  So he lay down.

Presently he started up, dieaming that someone bad pushed
‘a lantern before his eyes, aud he found that the moon was
shining bright'y down on him through the branches of the
' tree above him. The neat minute sumething wihizzed pasy
his car, and the whole fiddd Lefore him scemed alive with
soldiers, who sprang up from the ground, where they hal
been silently creeping ouward, and rushed toward hun.

Tortunately the arrow miszed him ; so he shouted aloud to

thus to receive moral and spiritual good, and it has | give the alarm, and ran back to some other sentinels. The

vccasioned many opportunities both for the ladies and . Ay B ‘;""ﬁﬂl he 'Jf<1°n5‘-‘d was thus saved, and the soldier

Bible nurse, to speak a word in season to those bowed - S 0 S8 HOVER 10rget, a3 loog as Tlive, that when one s
e at war one must watch,

down by poverty, sorrow, age, or suffering, and caused !

.7 X i . Our whole life is a war with cvil. Just after we have cou-
the visits of the latter to be welcomed in mony a home, quered it, it sometimes attacks us when we least expeet it.

in which perhaps otherwise she would hardly have been | For example, when we have resisted the temptation to be
kindly received, so true is it that kindness and atten- cross and puttish, or disobedient, sometimes when we are
tion to their bodily comforts, is the key to unlock the | thinkiog “How goal we have Leen!™ comes another sudden

n § . . * temptation, and we are uot on our guard, and do not resist 1it.
hearts and reach the benighted minds and neglected . Jogps says to us, “Watch znd pray, that ye enter not into
souls of many of our poor.

i temptation.”



