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one.pound sections, without glass, which
means nearly if not quite six times the
labor and expense to the bea-keeper that
six pounds of honey, in one box, meant
25 to 80 years ago, se that honey really does
not bring, taking all these items into con-
sideration, much more than one-third what
it did "years ago." Wherein lies the trouble?
Is it not overproduction, which my old
friend of years ago said would be no factor
"in this generation ?" If not in overpro-
duction, wherein does it lie? 'Will not
some one tell us, for when ve know the
cause we may be able to apply a remedy ?-
Amgrican Bee Journal.

Borodino, N. Y.

A Visit to lhe Apiary of W. C. N
Wells, Philipston.

Owing to sickness and other causes Thave
neglected giving a description of a visit to
the apiary of Mr. Wells.

Prom Mr. Post's I took train to Belleville
and from there drove to Mr. Wells'.

I found Mr. Wells in his apiary and hard
at work. Mr. Wells was born near
Napanee and bas iived at his present loca-
tion for 49 years. Forty years lie has lived
in his present house.

In reply to a question Mr. Wells said he
wintered in a cellar 14x20 with a door open-
ing to outside. The cellar was ventilated
by means of a stove pipe connecting with
the work shop chimney. The hives were
set on shelves and the bottom boards hinged
at the back were dropped two inches in
front. Over them is put a quilt and a rirn
filled with sawdust which answers the
purpose of a cushion.

The bees had been working lightly on
basswood three days previous to my visit.
The clover flow had been ligie. Mr. Wells
said that lie judged there would not be much
hoiney unless the direction of the wind
changed.

Mr. Wells uses a solar waxextractor. one
of his own design and it has been in use for
last twelve years; he uses this machineonly
for cappings. Old comb he breaks up and
puts in a bag, then sinks the bag under the
water, the wax runs to the top as it melts.
The next question asked -was, do you be-
lieve in ripening honev in the hive?

Mr. Wells said. "Most decidedly I do. I
have tried to ripen artificially but have

never been able to do this to my own oazis-
faction."

"Do you try to prevent swarming? If so,
how ?"

"Yes, by neans of shade ventilation and
room in time."

Mr. Wells said he had sold $1200 worth o[
honey several years, it was obtained from
about 140 colonies, spring count. Speaking
of comb foundation Mr. Wells was at the.
Centennial and there saw combfoundation.
He came home and made a machine, it was
cast from babbit metal. The machine ho
now uses is made of brass rollars and fiat
bottomed foundation. Mr. Wells has a
roller upon which he rolls uphis foundation
and he unrolls it as he cuts. He had a houey
extractor before any others were made in
Canada Hemadeithimself 20ormoreyears
ago. The bottom is so arranged the honey
runs te a point in the centre aud from thu
it runs into proper vessels.

Mr. Wells keeps mostly Italian bees. Ne
bas a few hybrids. He has tried the fire
banded bees but did not find them satis.
factory.

Mr. Wells lives 12 miles north of Belle.
ville, he as about 65 colonies of bees ani
no swarnis up to that date. He kept bees
before Thomas got up his patent hive, but
theTL omas was tho first patent hive he used
He is in a district of country having hidh
and low land. There is lots of alsike cloye
in the vicinity, a fair amount of basswool
and he gets a fair amount of buckwhea-
last se ison 1891 of the latter 350à tbs. more
than enough to winter. He uses a hine
called the Wells hive 9x18 in. inside ad
ten frames to a hive. le adoptod thatfrait?
owing to cutting off the Thomas fi ame aDn
likes that frame better than the L-tnstroth
whica lie tried af ter. For extracted honey
he uses a two story hive and for combhoney
a 41x41 section without separators. Nt
however, does not produce much corni
honey.

In speaking of honey production in fet
tht question was asked, do you produce
more honey now than formerly?

No the opposite. I used to produce mo.
the last four or five years have been poorer
I used to keep 100 to 150 colonies and ge
better yields, it is doubtless due to poora
seasons. I used to feel quite sure of a crri
of basswood honey.

' What did yon get on an averageyes
ago. 100 lbs ?"

*Yes, oh yes, spring comb on an avere
more that that."

'Do you use more than one super forer
tracting ?

'Sometimes when it is a strong swar'
I left for Brockville convincred mVr

strongly than ever, that Mr. Wells wasà
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