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[English]

Itis our responsibility as members of this House and for many
of us as parents to ensure that no child in Canada should have to
live in poverty, die of hunger, suffer from sexual abuse or be a
victim of child pornography or prostitution.

[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, I also want to draw the attention of the House to
the fact that community organizations in the riding of Saint-De-
nis are doing an incredible job in working with children. I would
like to refer more particularly to what is being done by the
Jouthéque de Villeray, which assists disadvantaged women and
children in many ways.

Finally, I wish to commend the hon. member for Ottawa
Centre on his contribution towards creating this important day.

[English]

GREAT WHALE PROJECT

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
cancellation of the Great Whale hydroelectric project an-
nounced on November 18 represents a great victory for the Cree
people. Under the fine leadership of Matthew Coon-Come they
led a successful campaign mobilizing public opinion against
this ill-conceived project.

Let us hope its cancellation will lead to the future adoption of
policies whereby the environment will be taken into account
before decisions are made. In this case no consideration was
given to the fact that flooding would once again lead to the
formation of methyl mercury which in turn poisons the fish and
those who eat them.

Let us also hope that the era of large hydroelectric projects in
Canada has come to an end and that future energy needs will be
met through greater energy efficiency and conservation, through
greater discipline in energy consumption and through intensi-
fied research on alternative and renewable sources of energy.
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[Translation]

JAMES BAY AGREEMENT

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, on April 20, 1989, an aboriginal leader rose in the State
House in Augusta, Maine, to speak to its representatives about
the James Bay agreement. He said that as a people, they had won
the assurance that they would be able to preserve their way of
life, including hunting, fishing and trapping rights and their
language and culture.
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Thanks to the agreement, they obtained what they never had
before: full responsibility for education, through the Cree
School Board, for social and health services, for the manage-
ment of their land, and a strong voice in the approval of new
developments on their land, rights that respect the land’s re-
sources, rights that guarantee police protection and a justice
system adapted to their needs, and guarantees that they will be
able to participate fully in the development of sub-arctic
Quebec.

The speaker was none other than Matthew Coon-Come.
* ok ok
[English]

PEARSON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Mr. Jim Gouk (Kootenay West—Revelstoke, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Transport keeps suggesting that the
Reform Party is putting the taxpayers’ money at risk in the
Pearson contract. The truth is it is the government that did this
by refusing to act on my proposal before this issue went to court.

Large sums of the very taxpayers’ money the government
claims to be concerned about is now being spent on ineffective
legal roadblocks trying to delay the court action. If the minister
had agreed to the proposal I sent him last month, funds could
now be spent determining the truth instead of trying to cover it

up.

There are many ways in which the claims against the govern-
ment could be effectively reduced, particularly in the case of
third party contractors. These solutions will never be found if
the government continues to try and protect itself by changing
the laws instead of seeking practical solutions.

I now call on the minister to meet with me so that we can
arrange an alternative that will see justice done without unnec-
essary expense for the Canadian taxpayer.

* ok ok

[Translation]

YOUTH SERVICE PROGRAM

Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on
October 26, the Bloc member for Lévis insinuated that the
Minister of Human Resources Development was trying to go
against the Quebec government in the matter of youth service,
and I quote:

Does the minister not admit that his attitude in the youth service matter clearly
shows that he is trying to muzzle the Quebec government?

According to the Quebec newspaper Le Soleil, because of the
enthusiasm created by the first two parts of Youth Service
Canada some 52 schools and community agencies proposed
projects.



