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FORTY THOUSAND PEOPLE BURI
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1

ED
BY BURNING LAVA AT ST. PIERRE.

One of the Greatest Disasters of History Came to Martinique’s Metropolis in the Short

Eighteen Vessels Burned and Sunk, the Crews
Perishing Almost to a Man—But Twenty
People of the Town’s Population Are
Known to Have Saved Their Lives.

Schooner Ocean Traveller, Reported From St. John, Was Within a
Mile of the Scene—“ Glimpses of Hell” the Description Given
by Survivors--Relief Vessels Hurrying From Nearby

" Ports -- Other Islands of West Indies Suffer. -

e

§t. Thomas, D. W. 1., May 9—It is now
estimated that 40,000 persons perished as
a result of the volcanic eruption in the
Island of Martinique.

ONLY 20 ESCAPED.

. Storm of Steam, Mud and Fire Enveloped

the City—Eighteen Vessels Burned and

Washington, May 9—The following
cablegram ‘has just been received at the
State department:’

Point-A-Pitre, May 9—“At 7 o’clock a.
w., on the ‘8th inst.; a-storm of steam,
~ud and fire enveloped the city and com-
munity. _'Né_t more  than 20 persons es-
caped with their lives. FEighteen vessels
were burned and‘ sunk with all on board,
including four American  vessels and a
steamer from Quebec named Roraima. The
United States consul and family are re-
ported among the victims. A war vessel
has come to Guadeloupe for provisions
and will leave ‘at 5 tomorrow.

(Signed) AYME,
£ o et Consul.”

The State department, has been receiv-
ing despatches from commercial houses in
New Yorkrasking that a warship be sent
at once to Martinique to afford relief.
The matter is under consideration.
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ERUPTION THREE MINUTES!

Mont Pelee Fiow of Lava Destroyed District

in Four Mile Radius.

London, May 9—A despatch to the Daily
Mail from Pointa-Pitre, Island of (Guada-
loupe (French West Indies) dated yes-
terday, says:—

«“The Mont Pelee crater ejected yester-
day molten rocks and ashes during three
minutes and completely destroyed St.
Pierre and' the districts within a four
mile radius. All the inhabitants were
were burned. 4

“About -eight passengers from the
Roraima (of-the Quebec Steamship line)
were saved by the French cruiser Suchet.

“The inbabitants of the southern dis-
trict of the Island who were dependent
upon St. Pierre for provisions are men-
aced by famine.”

GLIMPSES OF HELL.

s

Sothe Scene is Described by Survivors of

: British Steamer.

Tondon, May 9—A despatch to the Mail
from «Jamaica says:—

“The first intimation of a disaster (at
Martinique) was the breaking of the cable
on Tuesday. The French cable to Mar-
tinique from Puerto Plate was broken
Wednesday.. Cable communication with
all the morthern islands is stopped.

“The gurvivors of the British steamer

Soorg =, rhoto by W.

Roddam describe the sceme at St. - Pierre
as being ‘glimp=es of hall,’ beggaring de-:
scription. The Roddam’s men were killed
chiefly by molten lava. )

“The Roraima .was wrecked in a terrible;
upheaval of land and sea, The whole crew
perished. Y

“Two ships were lost with.all on:board
in an attempt to approach Martinique.”

Onp Qther Islands.

A despatch ivom St. Thomas dated May
7. said. fhat advices received there from
the island of St. Vincent (British West
Indies), announced that for some days

seiaywd

earthquakes had been experieneed in the
neighborhood of the Soufriere crater,
which had been smoking and rumbling.
The people in the vicinity of the voleano
were leaving for places of safety.

It was also reported that the volcanic
craters on the island of Dominica were
showing signs of activity.

A ridge of high, well wooded voleanic
hills stretches through the island of St.
Vincent, from north to south. Volcanic
rocks and hot springs abound on the isl-
and of Dominica where there are large
deposits of sulphur, .

St. Pierre, the principal town of MMar-
tinique, - which has been destroyed by vol-

.canic fire, had numerous public buildings

and schools, a fine theatre and a botanic
garden. Its extensive roadstead was de-
fended by several forts.

St. Pierre,: which was the birthplace of
Josephine, first empress “of France, has
one of the finest harbors in the West In-
dies and had a dry dock capable of ac-
commodating vessels of 5,000 tomus. A
peautiful statue.of the Empress Josephine
was erected in one of the squares of St.
Pierre. i

In 1767 about 1,600 people were killed by
an earthquake. in Martinigue.; In 1839 the
then capital, Fort Royal, now known as
Fort de France, was visited by an earth-
quake which destroyetl about half the
town, caused damage throughout the isl:
and and killed some 700 persons.

Admiral Cervera's squadron was first re-
ported on this side of the Atlantic at St.
Pierre. {

Volcanic Dust at Barbados.

Bridgewater, Island of Barbados, B. W.
1., May 9—Volcanic dust from the erup-
tion in the Island of St. Vincent is still
falling here. The roads and houses are
covered an inch thick.

[The Island of Barbados is more than
100 miles from the Island of St. Vincent.]

Guadaloupe Reported Safe.
‘Portland, Me., May 10—J. C. Hamlen,
this morning, received the following cable-
gram in reply to one sent by J. H. Ham-
Jen & Son to one of their correspond-
ents:
“Point-a-Pitre, to Hamlen, Portland:
“Horrble calamity. St. Pierre com-
pletely destroyed. All the country rained.
ATl the shipping destroyed. (Gaudaloupe
safe. Orgaiizing assistance.”

Steamer Roraima's Loss.

New York, May 9—The New York
agents of the Quebec Steamship Company
received a cablegram this afternoon from
St Lucia saying:—

“Roraima lost in earthquake eruption
last night.”

There was milling machinery on the
Roraima, the property of the Red Cross
Steamship Company, to the value of $22,-
000.

L. W. & P. Armstrong, who own the
steamship Talisman, received a cable from
St. Lucia which stated that no communi-
cation could be obtained with St. Thomas
except by sailboat. The Talisman left for
Barbados on April 17 and her owners

LOST STEAMER PORAIMA,

E. Mason.
thouglt that perhaps she had been af-
fected DLy the earthquake, but no report

of her loss has been received.

ST. VINCENT SUFFERS.

—

Earthquakes Frequent and- Volcano Active,
But No Damage So Far.

London, May 9—A despatch to the

teuter Telegram Company from Kingston

(Jamaica). after giving the details of the

Martinique  disaster, -already ‘known,
says:—

“Thousands were killed at St. Pierre,
where a terrible panic prevailed. The
eruption began Saturday, May 3, when
St. Pierre was covered with ashes and
appeared to be enveloped in fog. The flow
of lava continwed until Wednesday,
May 7.7

The message adds: “In the Island of
St. Vincent the sourfriere (volcano) is
active and earthquakes are frequemt. But
so far no damage has been dome.” _

In Tesponse to the request of Governor
Llewellyn (of the Windward Islands) the
British second-class cruiser Indefatigable
has been dispatched from the Island of

iTrinidad to the Island of St. Vincent,

THE OCEAN TRAVELLER,

Schooner Known Here Was Within' a- Mile
of the Scene of Disaster--Saw Volcano
Explode. .

St. Thomas, D. Y. 1., May 9—The Brit-
ish schooner Ocean Traveller (of St. John,
N. B.), arrived at thie island of Dominica,
British «West Indies, at 3 o'clogk this af-
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CAPT. MUGGAH, OF SYDNEY (C._.B.),

LOST AT ST. PIERRE.
Photo by W. E. Mason.

ternoon. She reported having heen oblig-
ed to flee from the Island of St. Vincent,
British West Indies, during the afternoon
of Wednesday, May 7, in consequence of
a heavy fall of sand from a volcano which
was erupting there. She tried to reach
the Island of St. Lucia, B. W. I., but
adverse currents prevented her from so
doing. The schooner arrived opposite St
Pierre, Martinique, Thursday morning,
May 8. While about a mile off, the vol-
cano (of Mont Pelee), exploded and fire
from it swept the whole town and the
shipping there, including the cable, repair
ship Grappler, which was engaged in re-
pairing the cable near the Guerin factory.
The Ocean Traveller while on her way to
Dominica encountered *a quantity of
wreckage.

40,000 LIVES LOST.

—

Estimate Brought to Dominica by a
Schoorer Which Escaped the Destroying

Torrent.

San Juan De Porto -Rico, May 9—The
cable officials liere have received advices
from the istand of Dominica that a
«chooner which has arrived there from the
island of Martinique reports that more
than 40,000 people are supposed to have
perished during the volcanic disturbance
in Martinique. The cable repair steamer
Grappler was lost with all hands during
{he eruption of Mont Pelee at St. Pierre,
Martinique. The Grappler was one of the
first ships to disappear,
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WAS WARNING OF DANGER,

Letter from U. S Consul Prentiss Received
at His Home in Melroge.

Washington, May 9.—The consu) at
Martinique is Thomas T. Prentiss, of Mel-
rose (Mass). He was born in Michigan

and was appointed from Massachusetts
as consul at Seychelles Islands in 1871 and
later served as consul at Port Louis,
Mauritius, Rouen France and Batavia. He

was appointed consul at Martinique in 1900.
The vice consul at Martinique is Amedee
Testart who was born and appointed from
T.omisiana in 1898.

The latest available figures show that
the total population of the Island of Mar-
tinique is 185,000 people of whom 25,000
lived in St. Pierre and, according to Mr.
Ayme, have nearly all perished.

Bostoa, May 9.—Much anxiety is felt by
relatives and friends of Thomas F. Pren-
tiss, consul at St. Pierre, in Melrose, his

SCENE IN MARTINIQUE,
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home. He was married and  had two
daughtiers, May and Christine. Miss
Alice Fry, sister-infaw. of Mr. Prentiss,
says that this morping a Jetter was ve-
ceived from him in which he mentioned
the signs of activity of. Mont Pelee and
i€ appreciation all had of daager. ‘The
letter was written @pril 25 and mention
was made of Schoonier Anna ‘E. J. Morse
(of Portland) which had ‘just arrived and
on which he was planning to have his
family leave if things Jooked threateming.
Miss Fry believes that the Prentiss fam-
ily ‘may have gone to Fort De France ere
this, and she is waiting for a cablegram
from them. Miss May is her father’s sec-
retary, and Miss Christine is about 14
vears old. Mr. Prentiss has one son,
James, in Chicago, and another. Thomas,
in Batavia.

Cables Received imParis

Paris, May 9—The (olonial Minister,
M. Decrais, received this evening, two
cable messages from the secretary-general
of thé government of Martinique, sent re-
spectively at 5 p. m. and 10.30 p. m. yes-
terday. The eulier cable reported that
the wires:were broken between Fort De
IFrance and, St. Pierre; but, it was added
in view of reports that the eruption of
Mont Pelee had wiped out the town of
St. Pierre all the boats available at Fort.
De France were dispatched to the assist-
ance of the inhabitants at that place.

The second despatch confirmed the re-
ports of the destruction of St. Pierre and
its envirous and shipping by a rain of
fire and said it was supposed that the
whole popwlation had fbeen annihilated
with tlie exception of a few injured per-
sons rescued by the cruiser Suchet.

Immediately after the receipt of the
above despatches the flaz ove: the coloni-
al office was draped with crepe and
hoisted at half-mast.

jordeauny, France, May 9—0L DeCrais,
who had been visiting the south of
France, hurried back to Paris on hearing
of the Martinique disaster. Before leav-
ing here he eypressed the opinion that
the fact the commander of the Suchet is
seeking provisions showed that a number
of the inhabitants of St. Pierre, foresee-
ing the disastér, had sought refuge at
various points sheltered from the voleanic
stream and there being mo vessels to
transport the people, the Suchet was try-
ing to procure food for them.

Portland Firm Loses.

Portland, Me., May 9—Among the heavy
losers in property by the extirpation of
St. Pierre, are J. H. Hamiin & Co., of this
city. who had a large branch office there.
J. C. Hamlin, the junior member of the
firm, said today: ‘‘While our actual prop-
erty loss will be confined to the value of
owr office building, an immense stone
structure on Rue Ietit Versailles, it nat-
weally strikes indirectiv at our large busi-
ness with the island tavough that port of
entry. At this time we fortunately had
no shipping at St. Pierre, all our vessels
baving discharged their cargoes and sail-

ed from the port. This, however, is but
an after consideration. The catastrophe
itself is soinething terrible to contem-

plate.”

Probabiy no man in the United States
had a wider acquaintance in St Pierres
and in fact on the whole istand, than J.
H. Hamlin, tie senior member ol the firm.
For nearly half a century he had been in
trade with the island and maintained a
bhranch house at St. Pierre and for more
than 40 years he had spent the winters
in that city. This year he resided in a
liouse about two miles from the city, ow-
ing to an epidemic of smallpox, and when
the discase assumed akrming proportions
two or three weeks azo he started for
England with his daughter- To this fact,
they undoubtedly owe their lives, as the
house where they resided probably was
destroyed by the flood of fire that de-

t vasted the city. Mr, Hamlin and his

daughter now are en route home from
England.

The younger Mr. Hamlin also had spent
a great part of his life on the southern isl-
and had many relatives and friends in the

ill-fated city. When the early cablegram

from the commander of the Irench crui-
ser Suchet came today confirming the
alarming reports of last night he said:

Beyond a question this is one of the
most terrible catastrophies the world has
ever seen. St. Pierre had a population of
at least 35,000. Three-fourths of these
were colored nativés of the island, while
the remainder was made up of intelligent,
well to do French people.

St. Pierre was built on the side of a
hill and when the volcino burst forth
and sent an irresistible overwhelming flood
of lava down the mountain side Ahere
could hardly have been any escape from
the molten torrent, and the inhabitants
probably went to their doom almost -he:
fore they knew what was upen them.

‘A Partland Schooner Possib'y Ttece.

1 i h

Boston, May 9.—The schooner Anna E.
J. Morse, Captain Parker, arrived at St
Pierre, Martinique, ‘April 24, from , Phila-
delphia, with a cargo of coal, and fears
are expressed for her safety as it is
thought she was in port there at the time
of the destruction of the city. The Morse
was owned by J. S. Winslow & Co., of
Portland (Me).

ISLAND IS VOLCANIC.

Eighty Per Cent. of lthebitarts Negrees-
Last Eruption of Mont Pelee in 1851

Martinique belongs to a chain of the
Lesser Antilles. It counstitutes a French
colony and lies 33 miles south of Domin:
ica and 22 miles north of St. Lucia. It is
43 miles long, 19 miles wide, and the sur-
face covers 245,000 acres, or 380 square
miles.

‘There are two clusters of volecanic, moun-
tains, one in the north and one in the
south, with a chain of lower heights be-
tween them. They abound in deep ravines
and precipitous escarpments. There are
many large streams which flow from these
mountains and the rainy season rarely
passes without a series of destructive tor-
rents. d

T'hé east coast of the island, exposed to
the full sweep of the Atlantic, is a sue-
cession of inlets, headlands, lslands :ind
rocks, while the south coast is much moae
regular, but bold and steep. The west
coast alone presents a site for a town of
any commercial importance, and here is
situated St. Pierre. The island had a pop-
ulation of about 200,000, and its chief ar-
ticles of exrort are suzar, coffee, cotton
and cocoa.

St. Pierre is the principal town, and
the only fortified port on the island. 5
has no harbor, properiy speaking, but the
roadstead is protected except during the
periodical hurricanes, when its exposed
position makes it very dangerous.

The town is partly on low and insalu-
brious lands, partly on picturesque hills,
where the residences are placed among the
trees and flowers. The botanical garden
of St. Pierre is one of the finest in the
West Indses. There is also an o'd Cath-
olic college there which attracts tourista.

&t. Pierre was settled by the French in
1635. The Empress Josephine was born in
Martinique, and ranks as the''mast famous
personage figuring in the annals of 'the
1stand. '

The highest mountain peak on, the isl-
and is the Morne Pelee, 4,430 feet, near
the northern end. It is a volecano, but
seldom active, its last eruption occurring
in 1851. Other peaks are evidently an-
cient volcanoes, to which the island owes
its origin.

The hurricanes which sweep over that
portion of the world from June to Octo-
ber have been the cause of much destric-
tion. In the great hurricane of 1780 over
9,000 people lost their lives. :

Martinique has a governor and a coun-
cil elected by limited sufirage, and sends,
a senator and two deputies to the French
parliament. Slavery existed upon the isl-
and until 1848, and probably 80 per cent.
oi the present populationm are colored.

Tort de France, Island of Martinique,
May 10—Advices received here from the
vicinity of St. Pierre (10 miles from here),
contain further details of the terribls
volcanic upheaval. The crater of Mont
Pelee had been wearing its “Smeke Cap”
<ince the 3rd of May; but there was
nothing until last Monday to indicate that
there was the slightest danger. On that
day a stream of boiling lava burst through
the -top of the crater, plunging into {he
valley of the River Blanche, overwhelm
ing the Guerin Sugar Works and kinng
93 work people, aad the son of the pro-
prietor.

A commission was appointed by the
governor to inve izate tha outbreak and
it returned a reassuring report on Wednes-
day evening. But about 8 o'clock . on
Thursday morning a shower of fire rushed
down on St. Pierre and the coast frum
Le Carbet (which had a population of
6,000) to l.e Precheur (which had a popu
lation of 4,000) burning up everything in
its nath.

Survivors Horribly Burned.

Throughout Thursday the heat in the
vicinity of St. Pierre was 80 intense and
the stream of Howing lava was so ul-
remitting that it was impossible to ap-
proach the town during the early part of
the day. Ax ‘evening approached the
Fremch cruiser Suphet, after a heroic bat-
tle with the heat, suffocation and sulphar
fumes, succeeded in making a dash to°
ward the shore, nearing the Iand close
enough to enable her to take off 30 sui-

vivors of the disaster, all of whom were
horribly burned and mutilated.

St. Pierre at that time was an absclute
smoky waste, coacealing 30,000 corpses,
whose rapid decompesition necessitated,
in some cases, instantly- completifig their
cremation. -which was onaly partially ac-
complished by the lava.

450 Rescued frem the Vicinity.

The inhabitants of Fort De France were
paiiic stricken; the morning of the dis-
aster, when the sky suddenly blackened
until it was as dark as at midnight. The
sea shrank back 30 yards, hot raia be-
gan to fall, while ‘gravel, the size of wal-
nuts poured down on the ‘town. Tnis last-
ed about 15 minutes and .then the town
began to resume its normal aspect. The
450 survivors who were brought here yes-
terday from the vicinity of St. Pierre by
the French cable repair ship Pouyer
Guertier came from the town of Ie Pre-
cheur, 'where, surrounded on all sides by.
flowing lava, they were nearly roasted to
death and expected momentarily to be
enculfed.

Work of Destruction Continues.

" The work of relief is progressing here on
the most extensive scale possible, but in
anticipation of disturbances, the treasury
building and the warehouses are guardzd
by troops.

The latest reports received here showed
that lava continues to pour down the
slopes of ihe mountain, slowly engulfing
the whole north side of the island, while
fre<h crevasses are continually opening.

ST, VINCENT IN FLAMES,
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Volcano There in Sympathetic Eruption---
Kingston is Safe, But Rest of Islard in
Danger
The volcano of the island of St. Vin-

cent has burst: out in sympathetic. erup-

tion.A steamer which returned from there

last night reparts that. the northern third

of the island was in flimes and cut off

from assistance by a_continuous stream of

burning lava ashes falling in heavy show-

ers as far.as 139 miles away.  Kingston,
: 5
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the capital of St. Vinceat, safe, but
people here ave very anxiou: as to the
fate of the rest of that island.

Dominica and St. Lucia have very ac-
tive gevsers, but they show no departure
from normal conditions as yet.

THE RODDAM’S STORY.

—

Sew Tewa Enveloped in Flame--Crew Suf-
fers Heavily--Fire Falling Miles Away.
During the afterncon of the 8th the
British steamer Roddam, which had left
St. Lucia at midnight on the 7th for Mar-
tinique, crawled slowly into the (Castpies
harbor unrecognized, gray with ashes, her
rigg'nz dismantled and sails and awnings

SpaCe of _Three Minutes, Destruction Upon the People Ere They Knew It.

By superhuman efforts, :hu\'ing.stcam up,
the cable was slipped and the steamer
backed away from the shore and, nine
hours later, managed to reach Castpies.
Ten of the Roddam’s men were lying dead,
contorted and burned out of human sem-
blance among the Dblack cinders which
covered the ship’s deck to a depth of six
inches. Two more of the crew have since
died. The survivors qf thie Roddam’s
crew were loud in praises of the heroic
conduct of their captain .in steering his
vessel out of danger with his own hands,
which were badly burned by the rain of
fire which kept falling on the ship for
miles after she got under way.

NOVA SCOTIAN'S FAREWELL,

s

as His Vessel Sank in Terrific Explosion.

Mr. Plissohis ig believed: liéte. to be the
sole survivor of the 40,000 inhabitants of
St. Pierre who remained there for the
town and all the shipping in the port have
been utterly destroyed. The ‘West Indian
and Panama Telegraph company’s Tepair-
ing steamer 'Grap'fi)ler, going first, the
Quebec liner Roraima, ‘Captain. Muggah
of the latter, waving his hand, in fare-
well to the Roddam as his vessel gank
with a terrific explosion.

{Captain Muggah is a native of Sydney,
(C. B)

Nearly Suffocated Passing St. Vincent.
Wiilemstad, Tsland of Curacoa, May 10—
The Italian steamer Pedemonto, which ar-
rived this morning at Laguaira, reports
that while passing near the Island of St.
Vincent - Thursday night, her deck was
covered to a depth “of two inches with
ashes and her passengers were nearly suf-
focated with the smell of sulphur. Dur-
ing Thursday all along the coast, espee-
ially in the Gulf of Taria, subterranean

rorized.

DETAILS OF ST. -
. VINGENT GISASTER.

Graat Loss of Life There is Believed--Peopla

from Crater, Then Streams of Lava.

Kingston, Island of:St. Vincent, B. W.
I., Satarday, May 10.—After numerous
carthquakes, during the preceding fort-
night, accompanied by subterranean noiscs
in the direction of the Soufriere volcano,
in the morthwestern part of the island, a
loud explosion occurrcd Monday last from
the crater and the waler in the crater
lake ascended in a stupendous -cloud of
steam and exploded heavily. The noises
grew louder continually till Wednesday
morning, when the old crater, three miles
w circamference, and the new crater form-
ed by the last eruption, belched smoke
and stones, forcing the residents of Walli-
bou and Richmond Valley beneath the
volcano, to flee to Chateau Be'air for re-
fuge.

The thunderous noises, which were con-
tinually increasing, were heard in ncigh-
boring islands 200 miles away.

At midday the craters ejected enormous
columns of steamy vapor, rising majesti-
cally eight miles high and expanding into
wondettul shapes, resembling -enormous
cauliflowers, gigantic wheels and beauti-
ful flower forms, all streaked up and down
and “crosswise with vivid. flashes of light-
ning, awing the beholder and impressing
the mind with fear. The mountain labo:-
ed to rid itself of a mass of molten lava
which later flowed over in six' streams,
down the side of ‘the' volcano. and the
greater noises following ' umited in one
great, continuous roar all evening, through
the night to Thursday morning, accompan-
ied with black rain, falling dust and- fa-
villous scoria attended with midmght
darkness all Wednesday, creating feelings
of fear and anxious =suspense. On the
morning of KFriday there was a fresh erup-
tion and ejections of fiery matter, more
dust covering the island, in some places
two feet deep.

The crater is still active as this despatch

is ~ent and great loss of life is believed
to have occurred- The lava has destroyed

STEET SCENE ]N ST. PIERRE,
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hanging about torn and charred. Captain
Whatter vevorted that having just cast
anciior off St. Pierre at 8 a. . in fine
weather, succeeding an awful thunder
storm during the night. Tle was talking
to the ship's agent, Joseph Pliscono, who
was in a boat alongside, when he saw a
tremendous cloud of smoke and glowing
cnders rushing with terrific rapidity over
the town and port, in an instant complete-
v envelopinyg the formar in a sheet ol
flame and raining fite on  board. The
went had just fime to climb on hoard
when his boat disappeared. Several firemen
on the Roddam ‘were scorched to death.

E. Mason.

several distriets with their livestock.

People ave fleeing to this town, streams
are dried up and in many places a food
and water faraine is threatened. The gov-
ernment is feeding numbers of sutferers
from the outbreak.

Great physical changes have taken place
in the neighborhood of the Soufriere.

Several districts have mot yet been heard
from and the scene of the eruption is
unapproachable. Every hour brings sad-
der mews. The nurses and doctors arve
overworked. It is impossible to give fuil
details at present.

As a result of the disaster on this isl

Captain Muggah of Sydney Waved Good Bye

noises were heard. The Indians were ter-
; g ;

Fide to Kingston--Vapor Eight Miles High -




