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OUR BAPTIST ADVANTAGE IN
AMERIC

BY PRESIDENT AUGUSTUS H. ETRONG
Of 1he Rochester Theological Seminary

D D,

It is well to encourage one another in
God.* We have undertaken a great en-
terprise, comparable only to the con-
quest of the world by the apostles. We
have set out to subdue this country to
the Baptist faith. It is desirable to
count the cust, and see whether with
ten thoussnd we are able to meet those
who ccme sgainst us with twenty thous-
and. 1 propose, therefore, to consider
“Qur Baptist Advantage in Americs.”
Let us look st some of its elements,
and then at the responsibility which it

8 Upon us.

hymf It is our Baptist advantage that
we rest our doctrine of the ordinunmces
#alely on New Testament prescription and
example  Believing that Bcripture is
the supreme suthority in matters of re-
ligious beli¢t and practice, we go direct-
ly to tae Bceriptores and aek only what
the Scriptures teach. ' Other denomina-
tions of Chbristisns err, as we think, io
recognizing other sources of doctrine in
addition to this one infallible standurd.
The practice of the church or the de-
cisions of church councils are regards
as binding also. Bat we care nothing
for the fathers ; we irust only the grand-
fathers—the apostles themselves. Tbe
written word, what saith it? It is »
plain word, designed for common peo-
ple; the wayfaricg man may read evin
while he rons; he does not need ccm-
mentaries or explanations in order to
understand its essential teacbings. It
is a great advantage that our best cam
paign docoment is the Bible—the most
widely circulated book in the world ; in
fact, all we have o do, and all we desire
to do, is to get people to read and follow
the Bible. There is our rock and our
defense, and ‘ the rock stands “four-
square 'gaipst all the winds that blow.
Scholarsbip examines that rock, but
oly reveals more and more clearly how
impreguable it is.

X}xfanhue should seem unwarranted
assertions, I qadte some uiterances from
men of other faiths than our own, men
of the highest rank in exegesis and in
history, men who speak of what has been
to them the study of a lifetime. Dr
Philip Schafl, of the Union Theological
Beminary, in New York City, declares
“Respeqting the form of baptism, the
impartial Rstories ia compelled by ex
egesis and history substantislly to yield
the poipt to the Baptists.” ' The bap
tism of Christ in the Jordan, and the
fllnstrations of baptism used in the New
Testament, are all in favor of immersion
rather than of sprinkling, aa is freely sd
mitted by the best exegetes, Oatholics
and Protestants, Eaglish and Garman
Professor Getrge |
Divioity 8chool, thus expresses himeolf
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among scholar, was mmonly . sy
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Iate Doat Stanley, Dasn Stanley sponks
{ Immersion s tmitive, apostoli
ih oeniury the
o whioh s still
y church (the ohuroh of Koy
itively enjolned 10 theory
iniversally peglocted in prec
tice “The change from immersion o
sprinkiing,” he says, “has pet aside the
larger part of the spostolic language re
garding baptiem, and has alteved the
very meaning of the word." ’
Here is suggested the reason why
Baptists can never consent to any form
of administering the ordinance but that
which Cbrist enjoined. - Baptism, like
the Lord's Bupper, is & teaching ordin-
ance. It is a pictorial proclamstion and
declaration r,? the death, burial and re-
surrection of our Lord. Equally with
the preaching of Corist's atoning death
from tbe pulpit, it sets forth the great
sacrifice of Christ for oursalvation. The
first and most important thing tanght
by baptism is, not the spiritnal death
and resurrection of the believer with
Christ, but rather Christ's own death for
our sins and resurrection for our justifi-
cation. And this meaning of the ordin-

the

oal, and tiil the thirt

ance is just as clearly taught in 8:rip”|

ture, as that baptism lssimply and only
immersion. Said Luther, the great re-
former, “Baptism is a sign both of death
and resurrection. Being moved by this
reason, I would have those that are bap-
tized to be altogether dipped into the
water, #8 the word means, and the mys-
tery signifies.”
during this last century there has been
no greater scholar and no nobler man
than Lightfoot, the late Bishop of Dur-
ham. How significant are his words

“Baptism is the grave of the old man
and the birth of the new—an image of
the believer's participation both in the
death and in the resurrection of Christ.
-+ » As he sinks beneath the baptismal
waters, the believer buries there all his
corrupt affections and past sins; as he
emerges. thence, he rises regenerate,
quickened to new hopes and a new life.”

Vith these testimonies before us, I
think it must be conceded that, Pedo
baptists themselves being the judges,
Baptists have the advantage of a clear
New Testament foundation.

Secondly : It is our Baptist advantage
that we make the relation of the belizver to
the church to depend on, follow and ex-
ﬁnu hix previous relation to Christ, We

old that men are saved, not by union
with the church, but by unfon with
Chriat We make CObrist, not the
church, central. The church is only
the outward expression of the common
life of believers in Christ. The new life
in COhrist comes fist, snd culy then
comes memburship in the church. Bap
tism does not m:
it is rather their profession that they
are already Christians, Tostesd of bap-
tiam belng & means of salvation, s man
must bo saved before he has any right
W be baptised. Not baptism therefors,
but a regencrate church membership, is
the ocentral and fundamental tenet of
our faith, And this is simply
10 say we admit 10 church-member-
ship onol,v those who give credible evi-
been already spiritual-

ha
1y united to Cbrist. The uﬁ'mh is an

outgrowth of Christ. Henoce we dare |

not say, with the Westminster Cenfes- | Fourthly: Iiis
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mmm‘ has thrown our people back upon the
His Spirit nfwu of Christ. When
and Mi.h_fs th was “warned cff from
have with their Saviour died to sin God's earth” by the sheriffl of Haverhill,
risen to newness of life. Only to such usetts ; when Obadiah Holmes
can baplism or the Lord's Supper be | was whipped fully in the streets
anything but an empty form. of Boston; when Baptists who
This principle that the church is to | not have their children ed
represent t, and that it is to con- | were fined two thousand of
in only those vhomlp\dmdlL)dn- in Virginia; these arities
edto&xdnt.holimwr&bﬁk~;mlymnde%mm mﬂ.m
The of it in the es | intent upon the salvation of men's souls.
g;m-vnoa. i it yed the dfs s faith began to
church. Infant bn&un swept into it | impress the whole popul
vast multitudes of un-

til its early spirituality was lost and it
fell an essy prey to the Roman hier-
archy, The neglect of it after the Ro-
formation undid almost all the results of
that great revival of religion. Infant
baptism again flooded the church with
godlessness, identified it with the world,
and finfected it in every part with &

cism and formality from which it
has not yet been delivered. Why is it,
on the other hand, that Baptists, with-
out any iron wheel of outward organi-
zation—a very rope of sand exposed at
every moment to the ing waves—
have been able to hold the truth, and
to hold together more perfectly th_m
any other body of believers in Chris-
tendom? I give both the fact and the
explanstion in the words of men who
are not Baptists, but whose utterances
carry weight everywhere. In a recent
letter which I x
G. T. Shedd, that stalwart Presbyterian
and eminent theologisn says to me:
“Among the denominations we all look
to the Baptists for steady and firm ad-
berence t0 sound doctrine.
never had any internal d
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Presbyterian of New York city,
og this position. He ex-
himself as loliows: “If I be-
m::d, with the Baptists, that none
baptized but thcse who are im-
mersed on profession of faith, I shounld,

H

After | with them, refuse to commune with

eld there came a gr on in
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movable rock in Boston, until the tide
of heresy ebbed, and t-hnt‘mgot Was past.
Mr. Vedder, in his excellent “Bhort
History of the Baptists,” has called the
years from 1776 to 1845 “the of
miss and expansion.” It is doubt
ful whether any body of Ci
ever grew so rapidly. In 1776,
tists numbered not more than one
one hundred of the population; in 1892
they number one in twenty-one. At
the close of the Revolutionary War we
y three churches west of the
Alleghanies ; now we have 21,560. Our
50,000 members have, in little more
than a century, become 3,269,000. While
the five millions ol ulation which
increaged

flicts, and from year Lo year you present
an undivided front in defense of the
Calvinistic faith. Having no judicatures,
and regarding the local church ss the
unit, it is remarksble that you maintain
such » unity ty of bellef.”
There is the fact, And Dr."J. L. With-
row, of Chicago, one of the ablest of

our Congregational brethren, gives
us  the explanation. He  says o
onr credit: “There is not a denomi-

nation of evangelical Christians that is
thronghout s sound theologically as
the Baptist dénomination. There s not
ah evangelical denominstion in Ameri-
oa to-day that is as true to the simple,
plain gospel of Giod ae it Is revealed in
the Word, as is the Baptist denomins
ton.'" [ thidk, therefors, that we must

Fiaber, of the Yo ('

| #nt of the state

| trol by the civil power

In thé; Eoglish church®

e people Obristisna, | T

falriy claim the advaniage of & dootrine
which binds the church and Oheist

dissolubly together
Piir Tt ds owr Baptist advasiage
t we have always slood for the abaointe
paration-of church and slate, and Ao
wih T3 stours tha froedow: Tor
A mertca amd the workl.  From the

beglnoing we have mslntaloed that the
hurch sbould be o iy ind 4

Baptists

xty-fold. Like our
beloved and h Methodist breth-
ren, we have sought to win the 3
and to preach the gospel to the poor.
We have not often had an “ apostie to
the genteels,”” but we have had many
i ries on the fromti And a

any others.” And Dr. A. A. Hodge, in
his 8 ic Theology, decl
“the faith and practice of all the evan-
elical churches is that the i
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is
the heril and confession of
church universal. If we do not believe
this, then we have no right to be B,
tists at all. If our dooldnebam:ﬁy
an indifferent or optional watter, a
human o] but not a Divine pre-
scription, then it is schism, and a rend-

-3

that [dag of the body of Christ, for us to

separate existence. But, be-

1gn designed only for believers, xnd there-

masintain &

ing inoed that we have the truth of
God, it would be cowardice and b
phemy to doubt that this truth of God
will tri There are indeed other

fore that & credible lee.lon of faith
and should be required of

evi X
:lye olaim that our church govern-
ment bles our civil

in oultd the spirit of freedom.
1 Ritualisim prelacy benumb and en-
| slave, and you cannot make men spirit-
ual without making them also free. The
late Dr. Dexter, one of the most emi-

nent Congregationalists of the country,
said that *“ to spiritualize snd evangel-
ize R i High Church

or

would be to Congregationalizeit.” ~ And

since Baptists are the most Congrega-

tional of the Con onalists, we may
a8

ear 1634, we, too, can say:
ntends to achieve greater matters by
this little handful than the world is

saware of.”

The kingdom of truth
is sure to

come—that is our confi-
dence and comfort. Bat then it
is ¢qnally sore that the kingdom is
near or far, jast in proportion to the
faith and love and Aevotion of those to
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whom this truth is i to keep
and to

sy I‘x_)ldly that, jult‘ln 0 i

Faithf to Christ rcqnires of us

'y and h
spiritualized, will the‘y approach the
B t ty. Now I do not believe
that America will ever be less democra-
tic than it is to-day. Revolutions never
g0 _backward, and the bl
principle has come to stay. Instead of
contracting our bounds, we are more
likely to widen them, until British
America, Caba and South Americahave
the flag of the free waving over them.
The spirit of this Columbian year is the

for our i 1 canngt

blessing has attended our work. We
stand next to the Methodists in point of
nombers in Americs; but our ratio of
incresse during the last few decades
has been nearly two per cent. greater
than thelrs.

We bave multiplied mnvnﬂmdﬁ, not
only st home bat sbroad. This 18 the
mﬂg yoar of Baptist missions to
the heathen. Just a hundred years ago
William Oarey's seal and -xuf led o
the establishment of the English Baptist
Misslonnry Soolety. It is not eighty
yours sinoe our Amerioan Baptist mis
-lunu{‘ work began, And yet in these
four ffthe of & centory we. have reached
s polnt where we count 74 mission ste
Uone, 417 missloparies, 2080 native
pastors  and  belpers, 1450 mission
ohurches, sed 168 881 members ~ vesalls
more han twioe & greal as any othes

ur doctrine of the direct pelatbon
be fodividoal  Cholstian 10 Ohelst
Chudet fs the only lawgiver, the onty
Lond of the cousclence. Thees oan be
no nghtful buman lordehip over Gisd's

| horitage. Hinoe eaoh loosl ohurek I
dirootly subject 0 Ohedst, thore s 00
Juriadiowk one ahurch over another

but ali ate on an-equal fooklng, snd all
are independent of tntefarence or oom
Absotute Wher
ty of conselence under Ohrist hiag always
been s distinguishing tenet of Baptists

Agaln and sgain have 1aptiste suffered
persecution, but they have never pemse-
cated.

In Bwitzerland, when Zwing
following thie example of Luther, mmﬁ
aside from the simple faith of the New
Testament and for political ressons sub-
Jeoted the church to the state, the Ans-
baptists, in 1527, issued the first pub-
lished Confession in which Christian
men claimed absol ligious freedom

Our dostelne of vl |
| and religlons Hberty grows directly out
of |

¥ body can show,
and yol resulis Anh{":d by conteibu

| thor on our part amoanting, alas, 40 Bol

more than onethied 0 one-hall what
okber slugle b

believe that, with the world’s progress
toward the abolition of monarchy and
the establishment of republican forms
of government, we are ever to be seduo-
ed from our political creed by the gls-
mor of despotism.

thly : It is our Bap'ist advantage
| that we Iold to u fresdom of individual

| interpretation and opinion, which makes

| us ocapable of unlimited expansion with
| the expansion of the land in whick we kive.
| Monarchies need to be limited in ex-
| tent. But it is not so with republics. Re-
| Prmnudon and freedom solve all dif-
| fioulties. And what limit need there be

| to the growth of a denomination, so l«::g

sa there is 0o common government

every member of it bas the right of

private judgment? With us there are
0o oreeds which bind oar faith and
serve a8 & human standsrd to which
weo muost oonform. Oar only standard
is the New Testament, and that
every member may interpret for him
solf. We have no ohurch courts with

To entd mate what has been
d we m b

aud ex pend

i 4 e

deoline ln the number of
In It

acoomipl
the marked
Infant bap 2y

thelr gradau dve appeals

and
thers Is 10 hierarchy or suthorfty su
|

upirllt o! pride in our government and of

three thin; Education, Union and
Evangelization. I think of these three
respectively as activities of the mind,
the affections, and the will ; and as tend-
ing to bring man’s mind and heart and
will into conformity with the truth, the
love and holiness of God. As God is
truth, it is our duty to know the truth,
and that implies the obligation to edu-
cate ourselves and to care for the educa-
tion of others. The educational revival
that has marked the last quarter of a
century is a proof that God is with ns—
it is an augury that God is going to
iveqns the kingdom. The single new
'nher_.&y of Cnxlugo has & larger pro-
perty thhn belonged twenty years ago
to all our Baptist colleges and theologi-
©al seminaries put together. But many
inluom more will be required to meet
he needs of the growing West, and to
educate t1e masses of our colored breth-
ren at the Bouth. In spite of our great
growth in the couptry at large, we are
still very weak in some of our great
cities, and it should canse us shame and
confusion of face that in the m is
of the State and of the country, with its
ountiguons populations the second
greatest city of the world and number-
ing three millions, Baptists have up to
the present time not the vestige of any
institution of learning !
The second thing which faithfulness

hold the trath in love. The love of God

is to be shed abrosd inus. And, w»

truth leads to eduostion, so love leads to

unfon, We are 0 oo-operste with our

brethren to every good word and work.
. "

m: o the looal hody of bell
are Ho onthe of conformity or pro

amouniing to & deoresss of more than
ouedbind In NRy yesm. Hern ls ovi
denoe that otir protest agalost the un
soriptural and preafolons praotios has
msL doep bmprossion upon our brethren
in otber folds . and thael, se the sepa
watlon of chureh and slate h'a besn
offeciod in Amerios lll!‘l by Baptist
i i1y, a0 the ‘!"urmu
infant baptism  which ever tends (o the
muﬂm of the ohurch In the state may
yeoi follow, if Baptisis ave falthful to
thelr Lord. It s not t00 muech to say
that the kable | ol our

hone for horeny.” We roo o not
only the right, bui aleo the daty of &
progressive knowledge of Boriptore aed
of & more' perfect statement of dootrine
Wik Jobn Bmyth, that axoelient Bsp
et who died wl A wisterdam o 16118, we
#ay: “I profess | have chasged, snd
shall be ready still Lo ohauge, for the
better” ; and with John Robloson i
bis farewoll address o the Pilgrim
Fadboms - “1 am vorily persusded that
the Lord bath more truth yel 40 bresk
forth from His holy Word.” While
ot‘hu.dmuzmmhu bave diffiouity in

numbess, where we have been thus faith-
lv.:L and the gradual of our

for themselves and granted absol

hes where, as in England, the Bap-
rinciple has been d,

religious freedom to others.

In Eogland, the confession of John
B8myth, an indubitable Baptist, in 1614,
was the first English declaxation of faith
in which complete separation of church
and state is declared to be the law of
Chbrist. And in Rhode Island, in the
year 1636, the Baptist Roger Williams
instituted the first government on earth
organizad upon the prineipl bsol

[in the church that
Hiv snd feeell

gives us & advantage in our pro-

@®

pture.

%fthly : It is our Baplist advantage
that we have a polity analogous to that of
our lic, and thergfore adapted tp
win the increasing favor of loyal Ameri-
cans. What I mean is that we represent
same principle of

freedom to all belief and practice not
conflicting with good order and morals,
S0 Baptists first announced the principle
of religious liberty in Switzerland ; Bap-
tists, first advocated it in Eogland; a
Baptist first established it in America

Here, too, I prefer to let others speak
forus. John Locke, a hundred years be-
fore our’ American Ind d

juality which we cherish
80 greatly in the state. Oar church
is d do or

B g

tional. Since every member of the
church is a member of Christ, he has a
right to interpret Christ’s will for him-
self, and to have an equal voice in the
conduct of ecclesiastical affairs. It is
not wonderfué that Baptist church

P e-
clared that “the Baptiats were the first
and only propounders of absolute liber-
ty, just and true liberty, equal and im-
partial liberty.” Of er Williams,
George Bancroft says : “He was the first
person in modern Coristendom to assert

g should agree with republi-
can ¢ivil government, for Baptists had
much to do with shaping our national
constitution. No man had greater in-
fluence in framing our fundamental law,
and no man's word as to the other influ-
ences which made that law what it is, can

the doctrine of liberty of in
religion .. . . Freedom of conscience was
from the

t a hy of the Baptists.”
< mfﬂng to the views of
Roger Williams, writes thus: “Sach
views are to-day quite generally ldu&tr
ed by the more civilizad portions of the
Protestant world ; but it is needless to
say thatthey were not the views of the
seventeenth century, in Massachusetts
or elsewhere.” And Ls Bacon
says of Baptist charches: “It has been
claimed for these churohes that, from the
age of the Ralormation onward, they
bnvn. been always fulnmolt lbd‘lll'lyl
§ h 0 i

tood as oalll:

be more ve than that of Thos.
Jefferson. And yet Thomas Jefferson de-
clared that “he considered Baptist church
overnment the only form of pure
lemocracy which then existed in the
world,”” and that he “had concluded,
eight or ten years before the American
revolution, that it would be the best
plsn of jgovernment for the American

es.”” Baptists had s large share
in securing the of that memor-
able article. in onr Constitution which
provides that “no religious test shall
ever be required as s qualification to
any office or Publlo trust uoder the
United States.” And Ilu-uy‘ Bnplhu
more than any other d of

d;muﬂun of the unadulterated truth of.

p o new
ings and new phases of thought, the
B 4 A ey B A

no
or fessions to bind it, but oan freely
adopt new measures or new ideas, as
new study of the Bible and new needs
of the times may require.

The Christian denominations may be
likened to the runners in a torch-race,
in which each contestant tries to re-
place his light when it threatens to go
out, and so by successive kindlings
bring his torch first to the goal. The

who has to go in beaten tracks, may be
easily outstripped. Bat he who can be-
stow all his labor and pains on the pre-
servation and dissemination of his light
will get most quickly to the goal and
will give out most of an illamination on
his way. To us Baptists belongs, as
we believe, the faith once for ail de-
livered to the saints, and it is our daty
to hand it down through the ages, and
to ease its volume and influence as
Mum. The absence of ecclesiastical
donfessional hindrances gives us an
advantage in this torch-race of the sges.
Seventhly, and lastly, it is our Baptist
advantage that we hold to a principle that

Jreedom —a - principle of  stability—the
principle of direct and entire obedience to
Christ. . While we are an L

runner who is fettered by precedents, or

Bmils and safeguards this individual

Toe ® W unlly ia
| the New Testament procesd upon the
| snpposition that Ohrlet dwells in all be
ylh-un, Baptist  polity s the best
| lnuﬂdn polity for good people.  Oluret
| bas made no provislon for i uaregens
rate choroh membersbidp, and for the
Bataulo possesslon of Ohrlstiane. 14

not dwell should by dissenslon reveal

omtward organisstion that conceals $n
ward diskobogration  ssd
marely formal anton, afier the love of
Ubrlal haa \In;‘:uwl‘ s & hindeance in
stead of & help W troe religlon, MHow

penession of hearts that were onoe cold |
o church becomes & Ohristian faodly

Yy

another.” The host of God that had

together and
lmyk,

nize our young people for
work, and to mass the stren,
tributions of our women, is

35 oatd

1o Carlst requires is Unlon. We are o

i

bent that » obaroh fn wideh Ohurist doss |
| e wenkoess nod fall 40 pleces | and sny |

oom] .

vast the change when that love takes

onoe more, and all the world begine o
“Bee how these Ohristians love one

been scattered and ineffeclive, like
soldiers bivouacked for the night, comes
stands once more in battle

mighty either for defence or
. I can but think that the new
impulse to come together in State Con-
ventions, to form Bocial Unions, to orga-

and con-
of
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