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BIBLE LESSONS

STUDIES IN ‘J_.‘,'Wl.\'fl HISTORY.
Fourth Quarter.
Bcteber 13. 2 Sam. 6:1-19,

TO ZION.

Lesson 11,

THE ARK BROUGHT

GOLDEN TEXT.

“The Lord loveth the gates of Zion

more than all the dwellings of Jacob."—
87: 2

EXPLANATORY.

I Tng Arx ar Kiwsarsoeariy-Tux
Ark. This was the chest of acacia wood,
2} oubics (3 feet 9 inches) in length, and
14 cubita (1 foot 3 inches) in height as
well as width, plated within and without
with gold. It was encircled with a band
of solid gold, wrought into figures of
leaves and flowers, and had at each oor
ner a ring of solid gold. Through these
rings passed bars of acacia wood, over-
Iaid wich gold, with which to carry the
ark; and these bars were never taken
out. The lid of the ark was of solid gold,
and was called the mercy-seat. Upon it
were two golden tigures of winged cheru-
bim, with their wings stretched out over
the ark and their faces turned toward
one another.

Irs Reuigrous Mranixe.—The ark was
the symbol of the divine presence. The
living God, with all his greatness and
glory, his goodness and wer, was
abiding with his people, their God their
strength, their Defender, their King,

How Tur ARK CAME 10 BE AT Kinsarn-
Jmarid.  About 70 years before the time
of our lesson, Eli's sons had carried the
ark into a battle against the Philistines.
It was captured by them, and after a pe-
culiar experience for seven months it
was ultimately received by the men of
Kirjath-jearim (1 Sam. 6), where it re-
mained till the time of our lesson.

TL. Tux Prorosat ro BRING THE ARK TO

RUSALEM.—1t is thougnl from the allu-
sion in Ps. 132: 2.5, that the restoration
of the ark had been & dream of David's
youth.

REASONS POR BRINGING THE ARK T0 Jrru-
sarxy. (1) To bind the pation together
in the bonds of unity the political capital
must be also the rolqﬁmm metropolis, the
centre of the spiritual life of the nation.
(2) From this centre, where the religious
ritual could be shown in all its splendor,
there would radiate a religious power
over all the land

Again (0ot as bolore for his ooro-
nunon or for war), David gathered lo-
ether all the chosen men of lsrael. Per-
ps, as Sime thinks, it was either at the
feast of the Passover or of Tabernacles.

David designed that the return should
be a grand religious pageant. Thir
thousand. But lg‘arn were 339,000 at h

coronation. The 30,000 were probably

the more prominent men, representa-

lnen nf the different !nhu. Yarhpﬁ the
of th

nmlevnry leader”

8 l

mentioned in | Chron.

And David arose, and went . . .
fn»- Baale of Judah. TIhe assembling at
Baale is omitted, and the acoount begins
with the great procession as it started
on its way with the ark. Baale is an
ancient name for klotthjurhn. That

between, the cAcru&- -¢ the
abiding ife ion of whose
was from between the cherubim (the
x;nbil&c figures) on the meroy-seat over

3. And the set the ark of God upow a
new cart. Probably from s remem-
brance of the way it was ht from the
Philistines to Kirjath jearim 6 7
but that: was by the - Philisi
could bave no knowledge Inw.

But for David and the Lev
cedure was in violation of
-muu (see Num. 4:19;7:

often do right things in . wrmi"'ﬁy,
seck to n.gl: our wrongs by doing other
reprove others in a wrong l!;
bulld'.osurches but not with pure
tion to the interests of the P! ocL
5. And David andall the house of Tsrasl
played. The Hebrew verb means “to
dance to musio, "

phirs, at the btginnln‘ of the Christian
church (Aota 5: 1.11).

Note that nll the people were in a
measyre o blame, Qnrlﬁo whole proceed-
ing was contrary to their law. The 30,000
disappointed delegates returned to their
homes “sadder but wiser men.” But
throughout the length and breadth of
the jand there was repentande for their
neglect, renewed nmr of God's law, and
deeper reverence for the mntmmonu of
religion.

8. And David was duplemd vexed,
tired, disturbed at the breaking-up of his
Khn- on perhaps the greatest day of all

ia life, and tr disappointment of his
hopes about the ark. It is easy to con
oceive how very great the disappointment
must have been ; and it wasall the worse
because he was consginus that he was
partly to blame. Perbaps David was so
very sure that what he was doing would
be acceptable to God, that he failed to
ask divine guldmce, and, therefore,
needed that this first sign of selfwill
should be sharply rebuk:

9. And David was eratd of the Lord.
His was a holy fear, such as is “the be-
ginning of wisdom,” chastening, en-
noblm&md sanctifying the character.

it aside into the house
‘{ Obed-edom. A Levite belongme tn

e family of Kobhath (I Chron. 26 :

4.8, with Num. 16: 1), whomn
pointed to have charge of the tabernacle
and ark (Num. 4: 4l)

11, The ark . . . continued in the howse

O three months, Long
enou‘h for the people to learn the law of

about its care, and to take to heart
the lessons the judgment on Uszah was
intended to teach them; long enough
also to show its effects in the house of
Obed-edom. And the Lord blessed Odem-
edom, wud.all his household. This would
show to_all Israel that the ark itself
brought blessing, not death.

Tar Argor Goo ¥ Tur Houvse. True
religion in the home cherished and kept
alive by family religious services, is
Alwx: a gmlt blessing for this life and

t which is to come. (1) It binds
the family together in unity of spirit.
ﬂ:i; It cultivates a loving, happy, unsel-

{zu-n., which brings joy to the home,
(3) It sanctifies and makes pure all
home labors and Jol’s, trun-ﬂ(un them
with the spirit of heaven. D‘t de-
stroys all those bad passions lnd actions
which mar the happiness of home. (5)
It brings God's blessing upon all we do.
And no matter how well we do our part,
weo oannot prosper without God's favor
in that part of our lives which is beyond
our control. (6) Religion brings outward
nnd wmpoul prosperity. 1t cherishes
ualities which lead to worldly
prcl erity, and is opposed to those
which destroy it. (7) Facts show that
reli% m in the how® or the community
is & blessing,

IV. Tug Arx Brovenr 10 Mounr
Ziox, 1x JErusared.  dnd it was fold
King David, etc. The fact that God
blessed the place where the ark was, im-
pressed David with the truth that while
it was dangerous to disobey God, yet it
was the greatest bleasin, to
have near him the ark o’ m‘md His
manifest presence. So Dnid went and
brought up the ark of God . . . into the
city of David with yladwu ‘A fuller
\Iucnphan of this festival is
given in | Chron. chaps. l;lﬂd 16. 1t
was the greatest day of David's life.

V. Bonos axp Musio or Taw lel»
ruaL Pu The song
written for this occasion is found in 1
Chron. 16: 7-36. The same words in the
Psalms, the Hebrew hymnal, m ven
in Ps. 105: 1-15; Ps. 96; Ps. 106
But several other pulm- bolong lo tho
same occasion : the fifteenth as the
oession first started ; the one b r-d

and thirty-second, after leaving the house
of Obed-edom ; the sixty-eighth, at in-
tervals on the way; and the twenty
burth‘ solos und chorus as
the ark entered Jerusalem.

-
The Gltu of luvu.

Thil waa the picture in front of “ Old
; Pullback’s " cabin in the * Kain-
tuck’’ quarter of H:nck'l:g alley the other
afternoon : men sitting on

& wash. bencbl silent and sorrowful ;
old dog @ sun at their ieet 3

vocal and in:
(see Judg. 16: 25.note, and Jer 30: 19;
1 Chron. 13: 8.) On all manner qfl'u
struments made of fir wood. The expres-
sion is a st Probably we should
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adopt the mdmgo{ the lel passage
in 1 Chron,, “with all their might and
with sin,

1L T'l:: ARk ar tag Hovse or Onmp-
&poM, 6. Andwhen they came to Nachow's
lAruhayﬂoor Nachon means *smit-
ing," and the threshing floor was thus
named after this event, because here was
the smiting of Uzmah. Uzzah put forth
his hand to the arkof God : to srendy the
nk and keep it from falling.

And the anger of the Mw
hmllﬂl not passion, but rather in
tion,—that feeling which makes
hate sin and compels Him to punish it.
Uzzah was not merely doing a wrong, but
was injuring God's influence and re! ga:
among the whole people. And
smote Aim there: on the spot, as wlth a
flash of lightning. For Ms ervor.
error consisted in wuehm; the Al'k.
which as the symbol of God's presence
(1 Bam. 4: 7) none could lookat it (Num.
4:20; 1 Sam, 6: 19), much less lay hold
of it, without peril of life. Far transpor-
tation, therefore, it was first covered up
by the Levites to whom it was commit
ted, and that with faces covered (Num.

5, 20), and carried on staves.
Rrasoxs vor rtiis Ssvemiry, In con-
sidering the severity of this judgment,
we must keep in mind (1) that an indi-
vidual Uszmh was without exouse ; for (a)
as & Levito he ought to have known the

Warker & Paor, A.J.Warkzr #Co | law; (b) especially as the oustodian of
& the he ought to have known it ; (¢)
TRURO, N.8. 'KENTVILLE,NS. | fpe ey bo ought to hate known it ()

& All work done lirst-olass. in his house had bred indifférence, he
was responisibl fo;thil ‘_hu Y ; ()
as & rel teacher, he mhm

THOMAB L. HAY, wu indifferent to tbo’-cn( symbol, he

DEALER 1IN
HIDES and CALF SKINS,
And SHEEP SKINS,
STOREROGOMS — 15 SIDNRY STRERY,
Where Hides and Skine of all kinda will be
Residence—41 Paddock 8t., 8t John.

SHORTHAN D

t not to have shared the common
foe h'i‘h
(2) That Uzzah stood in a r:gnu
tive position. His sudden death, though
well deserveu, was also God’s appeal to s

:jin and to a nation who had forgotten
8

3) 1’hinwutbe of a new
era of p after long and
sinful n t by ﬂu It was
needful at the outset to prove to the

noooun&oftmt

of the Mosaic institutions of
mv. 10: 1, 2); Ananiss and Sap-

and a colored woman ealling to .boy
who was on the fence: “ Now,

Washington, yot l tdawnlmmdnl
Doan you know nddy Pullback am
Lht on do pmt of dyin and gwine up to

Here was the pioture inside: The
old white-headed man lying oo his
Sylng bed, fleah wasted away and strength
departed. Near him sat his faithful old
wite, rocking to and fro, and moanin,
and grieving. Farther away was a colo:
man and woman, solemn-faced and sad-
hearted, and -h;&u.. their heads as they
cast ‘lnneel toward the bed. For a long
time the ol | man lay quiet and lpeooh
less, but at length he signed to be
propped up. A sun as warm as mid-
summer Fouml into the room. He took
notice of it and a change came to his
fiace as his eyes rested upon his wife.

“I'ze bin gwine back in my mind!”
he whispered, as he reached out his thin
hand for her to clasp. For ober fo'ty
“m we's trabbled 'long the same path.

‘e sarved the same master as slaves
‘way back in the ole Virginny in de dim
past. We sang de same songs—we

yed de sume prayers—we had hold of
m‘- when we listed in de Gospel ranks
an’ sot our faces to'rds de golden gates
of hebben. Ole woman, I'ze gwine to
wid you! Yes, ['ze gwine ter leave
3::‘.11 alone! "
“Ob! Daddy, Daddy!" she wailed.
“Doan’ take on so, chile! It's de
Lawd's doin’s, not mine. To-uorrow de
sun may be as bright an’ warm, but de
old man won't be heab. All de arter-
noon I'se had glinpses of a shady path
leadin’ down to de shor’ of a big, broad
ribber. I'se seen poople gwine down dar
to oross obor, an' in a little time I'll be
wid 'em.”

She put her wrinkled face on the pil-
low beside his and sobbed, and he placed
his hand on her head and said :—

“It's de Lawd, chile—the bressed
Lawd! chile. . I'se tried to be good to
yer, You has been to me. Woun
nuffin bt ole cull'd folks, po’ in every.
thing, but tryin’ to do n ht by avedr{.
bod;

dsl‘wdwnlhd a po’
ddblmkmullhmaupdnmhhﬁ
den hebben 'mong de an but be'll
hhmo—yn,oh e, He will! Dis mawn-

1 heard de barps !, de nllﬂe
obwh',ndoudmer ap and [
#ot & ol'ar view right frew de pearly

gates, I saw ole slaves and nayburs dar,

| an' dey was jest as white as anybody, an
a hundred han’s beckonad me to come
right up dar 'mong 'em.”

“Oh, daddy ! %‘ll be all alone — all
alone | " ghe wailed.

“Hush, chile! 1'ze gwine to be look-
in’" down on ye! I'ze gwine to put my
han’ on yer héw! an’ kiss yer when yer
heart am big wid sorrow, an’ when night
shets down, and you pray to de Lawd,
I'll be kneelin’ 'long side of ye. You's
ole an’ gray. ' It won't be long befo’
we'll get de summons. I'll be ‘right
by rle pearly gates to take ye in my
arms.

‘liu! I can't—I wili hold you down
heah wid me! "

“Chile! I'ze sorry for ye, but I'ze
(lr)\wmg nigh dat shady path! Hark! I
kin n'ar de footstepa of de mighty parade
of speerits marchin’ down to de’ broad
ribber! Dey will dig a grave an’ lay my
ole bones dar, an’ in & week all de world
but you will forgit me. But doan’ grieve,
chile. De Lawd isn't gwine to shut de
glzc- on me 'cause I'm ole an’ po' an’

I kin see dem shinin’ way up
dar—see our boys at de gate—ha'r de
sweotest music dat angels can play!
Light de lamp, chile, 'cause de night has
come !

“Oh! he's gwine—he's gwine!” she
wailed, as her tears foll upon his face.

“Cl Inle' hold my han'. Ober heah
am de psth! [ kin see men an' women
an' chil'en marchin’ long!  Furder
down am de sunlight- It shines on de
great ribber! Ober de ribber am—de—
gates—o'—

“Of heaven!”

On earth, old and poor and low,—be
yond the pm, an angel with the rest.—
San Francisco News Letter.

-

An Old Argument.

In that beauty part of Germany which
borders on the Rhine, there is a noble
castle which lifts -its grey old towers
above the ancient forests, where dwelt a
nobleman who had a good and devoted
son, his comfort and his pride.

Once, when the son was away from
home, & Frenchman called, and, in course
of conversation, spoke in such unbecom-
ing terms of the great Father in heaven
as to chill the old man's blood.

“Are you not afraid of offending God,”
said the baron, “by speaking in this

wa!

ghe foreigner answered with cool in-
difference, that he knew nothing about
(God, for he had never seen him.

No notioe was taken of this observa-
tion at the time ; but the next morning
the baron omlod out to the visitor a
‘beautiful pmhm- which hung on the wall,
and said, “My son drew that!”

“He must be a olever youth,” replied
the Frenchman, blandl,

Later in the day, as L two gentlemen
were walking in ti:e garden, the baron

showed his guest many rare plants and

flowers, and on being asked who had the
management of the en the father
said with proud satisfaction, “ My son ;

and he knows every plant Almoul, from
the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop on
the wall.”"

“Indeed!” observed the other. “I
shall soon have a very exalted opinion
of him."

'lﬂr and showed him a neat building
his son had fitted up for a school,
where the children of the poor were daily
instructed free of expense.

“What a happy man you must be,”
said the h.mzmnn to have such s
son!”

“What do you know of my son?”
asked the baron, with a graveiface.
“Why, 1 have seen his works, I am

suré he must be both clever and
or he would not have done all you
shown me."”

“ But you have never seen him!”
turned the baron.

“No; but [ already know him very

0
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woll, because I can form a just
of him (rom his works.”

“I am not surprised,” said the baron,
in a quiet tone ; “ and now oblige me by
an | coming to this window and tell we what
you see.”

“Why I see the sun shedding its
glories over one of the greatest countries
in the world, and I behold & mighty river
at my loe&,nnd & vast range of woods
and pastures, and orchards, and vine-

yards, and cattle and sheep feeding in
rich ﬂoldl

“Do thing to be admired
lndldnlf"-k { n.

“ Do you imagive I un lacking in per-
‘;‘ep&lo;l and appreciation ? " retorted the

ron

“Well, Chen, if you areable to judge of
my ooa‘l character by seemng his
various how does it happen you
can form no estimate of God's goodness
by witnessing such proofs of his handi-
work ?"—Ex.

C. C. Rienaros & Co.

Gentsy—.l took a severs cold, which
sottled in my throat and lungs and
caused me to entirely lose my voice.
For six weeks [ suffered great pain and
discomfort, and tried reme-
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dies, My wife advised me to try MIN-
ARDS llNllE\l‘ and the effect was
magical, for after only three doses and
an outward application, my voice re-
tumod and I was able to speak in the

that night, a privilege I had been
unl e to enjoy for six weeksi These
facts can be verified by numbers of peo-
ple in this town.

Farmouth.

Crartes PLumMsEs.

7

“ As one who has fully tested its worth,
I heartily , recommend PUTTNER'S
EMUILSION to all who are suffering
from Affections of the THROAT and
LUNGS, and I am certain tbat for any
form of WASTING DISEASE nothing
superior ean be obtained.”

Roszzr R. J. ExMErsoN.
Sackville, N. S., August, 1888,
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