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VERY BUSY TOE.
FOR SHOPKEEPERS

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
TO THE MANY STORES

N

Some of the Specialties Offered by Vic-
toria Establishments Rush—
Expected To-night.

The annual pilgrimage to town is now
cn.  Shopkeepers and - their employees

are working overtime, and by midnight,

will be ready for ®. much needed rest.

which  this ity is being subjected, the

sireets are  constantly thronged - with®

shoppers, whose itineraries incinded
stores of all classes from the well-stock-
ed butcher establishment to the artisti-
cally arranged drug.store. 'The great
point @t this season of the year'is to
make the windows attractive, and some
of the decorations are exceptionally well
done. A. noticeable feature this year is
the large number of illuminated gigns,
which give the city a gay appearance in
the night.’ These devices are extensively
employed in the American cities, and as
advertising factors have been found to
work very successfully.

are to be seen this festive semson than
{hose of Challoner & Mitchell, the Gov-
ernment street jewellers, at whose
premises-daily are crowds of lbuyers and
sdmirers. Constructed specially with a
view to attractiveness, the windows
when full of handsome jewellery, cut
giass and other ware, including the
“Kaiser zinn,” the newest stock in the
market (which of late has become
very popular in the East), are an orna-
ment to the street. [Especially brilliant
does the display look at night when the
hights of myraid electric lamps throw
their varied coloring on the scene, The
lights when reflected on prisms sur-
rounding the windows lend an effect that
is extremely pretty.

Almost side by side with these win-
dows is another elegant display in the
jewellery line. It is that which adorns
the windows of C. E. Redfern’s store,
Here is to be found an exhibit of miscel-
laneous lines of goods which bespeak
quality rather than  attractiveness of
arrangement..

Poultry, sweetmeats and seascnable
fruits are conspicuous in the windows of
Erskine & Wall’s grocery. Evergreens
have been used for decoration purposes
with good results, and the whole show-
ing is thoroughly in keeping with the
holiday, dress of the season,

M. W. Waitt & Company have spaci-
ous quarters, handsomely illuminated,

and. an. artistically. arranged stock ef in-:

struments of varied assortments. One

contains an ingenious outlay of instru-
ments, while the other appears in green
and is devoted to music of the most
popular and classical description,

In the windows of the Hinton Electric
Company there is a showing of electrical
goods which naturally look their best in
the evening. Small and large bronze
statueites appear, each with a colored
electric light, surmounting in some way,
making up a tempting line of stock that
never fails to attract the eye of the
pedestrian.

Fox’s cutlery store presents a window
that is unexcelled in its kind in the city.
It is full of a class of stock that seems
to possess an interest for the passer by
as well as for the purchaser.

Among the furniture displays the
windows of J. Sehl have a never-fail-
ing atraction for the householder. Large
and roomy the window space is used to
the best advantage, and contain an ex-
cellent 2ssortment of fancy dishes, glass-
ware, furniture, etc.

The windows of Bowes’s drug store are
conspicuous for the handsome goods
shown and the attractive way in which
they are presented. One window ex-
hibits a splendid line of ebony ware,
while the other is taken up principally
with perfumes of different kinds. <

Geo. R. Jackson has a fine display of
gent's furnishings, consisting of hats,
gloves, fancy neckwear, suspenders, muf-
flers, umbrellas, ‘and in short..all those
articles which the present generation of
the male persuasion is convirced cal’t
be dispensed with. His neighbor, 3. - B
Baker, is showing an equally attractive
agsortment of shoes and slippers, the cele-
brated Slater occupying a ‘position of
prominence.

The employees in the Victoria Book &
Stationery store have had their hands
full the past few days, and after to-night
will enjoy a much-needed rest. The con-
tents of their windows have attracted
au unceasing stream of purchasers who
have had a varied -assortment to select
their gifts’ from. This includes leather
soods, dressing cases, ladies’ handbags,
dolls with genuine kid bodies, “<fancy
cards by the million, and@ some magnifi-
cent editions of good books of poetry and
prose.

Another big establishment, one of the
largest of its kind in the province, has
so many specialities that it is impossiblé
to enumerate them. Messrs, T. N. Hib-
ben & Co. have faithfully endeavored to
give an idea of the'varied character of
their tremendous stock by their window
display. But the task has proved a dif-
ficult one, simply because the window
space hasg its limitations. Books ;of all
descriptions “and bindings, caras, calen-
dars, leather goods, drawing and paint-
ing materials, together with all kinds of
stationery must be the generalities only
possible of mention in this limited notice,

The- Fit-Reform haven't a variety of
colors with which to produce spectacular
effect in their window decorations, but
the quality of their goods commands at-
tention and inspection. This is the sea-
son of balls, banquets, soirees in general,
tnd. the demand for suiting appropriate
to the occasion must be met. Clothing
has prioity over anything else, not only
at this time but at all seasons of the
@year, ’

M An inviting assortment of delicacies
uled by an, elegantly dressed doll, sitting

" Despifs the very unfavorable weather to

No more beautiful windows in the city

of the windows appears in white, and |

in state, makes one of the Hastie Fair
windows the cynosare of young “Vietoria's
eyes. Still the youngsters love variety,
agd having feasted their eyes on'‘this
window they either go inside to try the
sumplu}g process or they move to the
next window, where Mr, Hastie has pre-
prared a large display of toys. In the
eyes of the younger generation the “toy
man,” “as the proprietor is termed, is
supreme to eéverybody else. He is to.be
more respected than ' statesmen, ' poli-
ticians (who 'are only statesmen in em-
byro) and other men of ndte.

.True to custom, that will néver be
fhscarded, Messrs, Fletcher Bros. have
introduced holly ‘info thefr- window de-
corations. Storekeepers mey . utilize
flags, bunting® and illuminations, bat
holly belongs to ‘ths Christmas perivd
and makes the most pleasing acgessory.
Baut ‘after al] it is only an accessory be-
cause the window space is taken up with
an excellent showing of ‘musical instru-
mr;-nts. The reporter is capable of speci-
fying scme of them,. but their number
and variety, are, too great to: permit full
treatment in these few lines,

The inner man has a great deal to
say at ibis rather momentous season. He
doesn’t exactly express himself in words,
but  actions speak in an unmistakable
language of thir own, the real and only
“voldpuk.” The same feelings overpower
cveryone who gazes 2t the display in the

B. 0. Cattle Company’s shop, from the,

immense porker  weighing about six
hundred pounds to the pendant turkeys
and fowl of all sorts. Other establish-
ments may’ be admired at a distance,
but everybedy makes a pilgrimage to the
butcher shop. “What ‘is Christmas with-
out 4 turkey or roast? “

A window of which the best use has
peen made is that of J. Wenger, the
jeweller, whose premises almost adjoin
the old post office building; Full of a
complete line of goods * the display is
§uch that one invariably stops to exam-
ine and ponder over. e

McCandless Bros, on Johnston street,
have placed before the public a very
pretty display of goods' specially attrac-
tlve_ and arranged for Christmas time.
Their windows are very tastefully de-
corated with nobby goods in the line of
_gent’s 'furnishings, specia] attention be-
ing paid to those suitable for Christmas
gifts.

The Saunders Co. have their windows
very attractive. Plentifully ' adorned
with evergreen the one window has
b.eeu filled with the most varied descrip-
tions of liquors. The other is banked
with every description ‘of fruit, while
the season’s greeting, carefully traced
among the display of wares, meets the
eye in this.

Very special pains have been taken in
dressing the front of W. G. Cameron’s
store. In a window devoted to fine wear
in gent's furnishing the model of a harp
has been made to fill the window. In
the other Santa Claus and his snow-
covered deer are, on exhibition. The
wh(_)le display is deserving of special
praise, g

The shoe stores of the Patterson Co.
have well arranged windows. In one of
them a miniature Christmas tree, adorn-
ed with ornaments, and the finest of
cHildren’s shoes, finds a place. The re-
maining' space is allotted to the display
of, the v¥arious grades of goods for which
the firm have the reputation of keeping
the best. «

Lawrence Goodacre’s butcher shop is
a tempting quarter for the epicurean.
No vegetarian should risk even passing
it at this season of the year. Carcases

4 from the most carefully selected stock

crowd the building. There is in addition
the most carefully prepared specialties
in the line of porkers and richly adorn-
ed mutton. - A full line of gll classes of
poultry adds to the festive appearance
of the 'display.

The front of Dixi Ross & Co. is a
stopping place for all passers-by. The
windows are such as to attract every
one. In addition to a lavish display of
fruits in the usual forms, they have
placed on exhibition great jars of apples,
etc,, preserved in natural shape in
liguid. In the c¢entre of it all a minia-
ture of the King appears. In another
window is a tempting array of liquors
in the midst of which is exhibited a lion,
which attracts all the children.

J. Fullerton has a pretty display of
shoes. 'His windaows have been given a
decided holiday appearance. The ar-
rangement is very effective, and rich
lines of shoes are placed on exhibition.

As ‘usual, B. Williams & Company,
gent’s  furnishing establishment ' on
Yates 'street, has an elaborate display
of Christmas bargains. The show win-
dows have been tastefully dressed by
S. G. Henderson with neckwear, hand-
some English leather suit cases, silk
umbrellas, gloves, fancy knitted waist-
coats, silk handkerchiefs with and with-
out initials, dressing gowns and smok-
ing jackets. Mr. Henderson has made
a special effort to make the windows at-
iractive, and has undoubtedly succeed-
ed. When lighted up the effect of the
reflection in the numerous mirrors
is very striking.

The windows of John Cochrane, corn-
er of Yates and Douglas street, present
an appearance appropriate to the season,
and have an attractiveness that com-
mands inspection. Holly and ivy have
been used to set off to advantage the ex-
ceedingly handsome stock of ebony toilet
sets, mirrors, scents and other stocks in
the druggist business.

A special effort has been made to make
the windows of Arthur Holmes & Co.,
corner of Yates and Broad streets, at-
tractive. Gent’s furnishings, including
ties, collars, gioves, etc., marked at
moderate prices, are arranged in a very
artistic manner.

A striking display in the boot and shoe
line is that of James Maynard, Yates
street. An especially fine stock of slip-
pers of all descriptions has been brought
from the East, and are shown to best
advantage in- the store windows. Holly,
ivy, an@ other evergreens usually used
in Christmas decorations adorn the
windows. The whole is set off with a
background of pine, which has°the ef-
fect, especially when the electric lights
are on, of making a creditable display.

An assortment of jewellery and silver
tea services, handsome and varied, is to
be found in the windows of Stoddart’s
jewellery store, Yates street, The dis-
play of watches is very striking. The
diamonds are also of the best. The
electric light effects are beautiful and
show up the handsome array of jewel-
lery to the best advantage.

The windows of John Creighton &
Company, tailors, of Broad street, have
been tastefully arranged with the new-'

est styles of cloth. Everbreens have
been liberally used in the adornment of
the windows.

~Alex. Peden, the Fort street tailor,
‘while making no special Christmas dis-
play, intends  doing work at special
Christmas bargain prices in order to dis-
pGse of stock which he does not wish
to carry over until spring.

Mowat & Wallace, grocers, of ‘Yates
street, with their usual energy and en-
terprise, have arranged most attractive
windows. All the delicacies for a Christ-
mas dinner are seen, while a Christmas
tree laden with gifts of all kinds en-
hances the general appearance.

The window of Watson & Hall, the
Yates street grocers, present an appear-
arce in keeping with the season. Rais-
ins, nuts and every delicacy peculiar to
Christmastide are exhibited, as well as
the indispensable turkey. The whole is
set off tastefully by the use of ever-
greens. y o

Hardress « Clark, - grocer, Douglas
street, has an attractive window. On
one side are Japanese oranges of the
best and largest kind, while on the other
are nuts, raisins, candies, Christmas
sg’ockings, ete. Holly and ivy have been
used in an artistic ‘manner.

The windows of Dean & Hiscoeks
contain a miscellaneous assortment of
handsome gifts and pretty nick-nacks.
Fancy toilet and manicure sets, fine per-
fumes, mirrors, ebony goods, atomizers,
ete., 'are but few of the muany presents
obtaingble here. Decorating has not
been neglected, and the exceedingly
pretty display is a tribute to the enter-
prise and energy of the firm.

At the Central Drug Store, Hall &
Co. display.a handsome asortment of

LBGAL NEWS,

The. Christmas legal vacation com-
menced and continues until January 3rd.
No Chambers were held Wednegday
morning, the next Chamber day being
Tuesday, December 30th.

lowing matters in Chambers yesterday:

Pitts vs. Le Feuvre & Co.—F. Hig-
gins, for the plaintiff, obtained leave to
sign judgment, it

Attorney-General vs. Griffiths—On an
application for substituted service, A F.
R. Martin, for plaintiff, obtained leave
to serve one member of the defendant
firm in Seattle.

way Co.—This action was  transferred
to the :County court, .and leave given to
both parties to: deliver interrogations. G.
H. Barnard for plaintiff, T. Fell contra.

Re estate of E. E. P. Medana (in
lvnacy)—S. P. Mills, K; C., obtained an
crder confirming the. registrar’s raport,
and for leave to commence proceedings
to recover property. r

Dyne vs, Mills (County.court)—An ap-
plication ;to discharge a replevin order
was dismissed, with costs to plaintiff in
the cause:
W. J. Taylor, K. C., contra.

Raser vs, McQuade—An application by
defendant to set aside .an brder for ex-

plaintiff in any event, ;plaintiff to have
{ no costs, of his ex parte erder. A. E.
{ McPhillips, K. C., for defendant, W, J.
{"Taylor, K. C., contra. :

| Re W.: A. Anderson :& Co.. winding-
‘ up—Claim of the B, C. Cold Storage Co.
| was disallowed.

Mr. Justice Drake disposed of the fol-

Devereaux vs. Victcrin Terminal Rail-

F. B. Greguiry for defendant,

amination was dismissefl, with costs to

‘y'g:i:g is inserted, and 'all are pressed
1 it to close contact: i

The tube is thus divided into a- series
of small compartments communicating
with the bore of the gun and with each
ot-h.er by small holes at their bases, The
result is that the volume of sound and
the flash of the discharge are broken
up.  As soon as the shot clears the
muzzle the gas rushes to the first com-
partment, where it is retained until the
tase projectile is clear of the entrance
t0 the second cylinder, when it im-
mediately follows it. This process is re-
peated from one compartment after an-
cther, with the result ‘that the gas has
gradually more and more room for. ex-
pansion, and when the projectile finally
leaves the tube the greater portion of
tHe gas has been collected in a:reduced
state of compression. in' the tube, from
which it finally escapes without flash or
sound.

BRITISH SUBMARINE BOAT,

New Vessel Brought to the Surface and
Submerged With the Greatest
\Rapidity,

! ‘Submarine boat ‘Al, the joint inven-
tion of Vickers Sons and Maxim™and
the British admiralty, was tested in
gcep-sea experiments in the Irish Sea.
After soveral days’ special trials at the
Barrow docks the vessel was towed out
tefore daylight to about five miles from
Walney ‘Island. - Large casks with flags
were laid down for a long course, and
soundings were taken for several miles
in the vicinity. A heavy sea;was run-

Ward’s .claim was or- | 1-ng, and there was a thick ‘mist.
' dered to be filed by January 4th. Ex-

. The boat was quickly submerged and

A REMARKABLE GROWTH.

In the above representation a most re-
markable growth on a horse’s leg will be
seen, The case is so uncommon in ani-
mal diseases that President Dallain, of
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, has decided to for-
ward the pieture together with the data

collected in connection with the case, The

animal referred to was found by Mr.
Dallain not far from the city, and with
the conscent of the owners has been put

out of a miserable existence. Dr. Ham-
ilton, the socicty’s veterinary surgeon,
who' examined the formation, states in
his report on the case that the growth
weighed 27 pounds. It measured 38
] inches in circumference. The enormous
deposit, he says, was due te gelatinous

degeneration involving‘the interior struc-
tures of the hoof and extending to the
fetlock, following an injury to the navi-
cular jeint from a picked up nail, which
set up diffusc purulent cellulitis with
_necrosis of fibre, fatty frog, and suppur-
ation of the navicular'bursa. The injury
occurrad about five years ,ago, and s
the an:mal had been suffering it was
destroyed with the 'owner’s consent.

suitable Christmas gifts of toilet cets,
mirrors, perfume bottles, etc., arranged
in a very tasty manner,

D. B. Campbell, corner of Fort and
Douglas streets, has one of the pretti-
est windows in the city. The display
of gifts, while not elaborate, is calcu-
lated to attract attention. Some hand-
some toilet sets and ebony goods™ are

shown. The whole is set off with decor-
ations of holly, ivy and flowers. In one
window is the greeting, *‘A Merry

Christmas,”
holly.

Very inviting windows are those of
Clay’s, Fort street. Here are found all
delicacies imaginable. Cakes adorned
with “The Season’s Greetings” worked
in iceing, candies, bofi-bons, ete, are
on sale;

Nesbitt & Company have arranged a
striking display. In one window is every
device in the way of  electric light
shades, while in the gther is an eleetric
railway in operation.” The store is bril-
liantly illuminated at night. )

The grocery store of Johns Bros.,
Douglas street, makes a display repre-
genting many branches of business. The
spacious windows are crowded with a
line of goods pleasing alike to the old
and young.

Across the street at the corner of
King’s road and Douglas street there
are a couple »>f fancy windows in
Fawecett's Drug Store, which exhibit
a fine assortment of brushes, perfumes
and nick-nacks of great variety.

enclosed in a wreath of

F. W. Morrison, advance agent for the
Stanford University Glee Club, 4s at the
Driard.

amination of deponents on affidavits was
directed. N

His Lorgship handed down a written
judgment on the application of the mort-
gagees of the Lenora, Mt. Sicker Co.,
for leave to proceed with a' foreclosure
action, leave being granted. . .

In the Admiralty court, }Ir. Justice
Martin granted ®ave for delivery of in-
terrogatories and for discovery in Water-
house vs. Willie. L. Creasg for plain-
tiffs, T, Fell contrd. :

On Monday Mr. Justice Drake granted
foreclosure decrees nisi in the action of
Northern Counties vs. King et al, and vs.
Munro et al. R. H, Pooley for plain-
tiffs.

SILENT ARTII.LERY,’

French Officer’'s Invention Which
Abolishes Sound, Flash and

Smoke.

Colonel Humbert, a French officer, re-
cently brought out an ingenious inven-
tion which, it is asserted, will entirely
abolish sound, flash and smoke when a
gun is fired, but in its present stage the
invention would apparently make a field
gun a rather unwieldly machine,

The invention consists of a.long tube
screwed to the muzzle of the gun, The
inside of the tube is fitted with a series
of short steel g¢ylinders. Omne end of®
these cylinders is quite open and the
other closed, but with a hole in the
ccontre slightly darger than the bore of
the gun. The cylinders are placed in the
j tube till it is quite full Then a screw

travelled several miles, not returning to
the surface for some hours. A depth of
from ten to fifteen feet was obtained.
Manoeuvres in and out the flag marks
were gone through with, the vessel an-
swering her rudder with great rapidity
in “which direction it was desired to go.
She was brought promptly to the sur-
face on several occasions and was sub-
merged with equal rapidity.

The surface trials were then run, and
the speed showed considerable improve-
ment over boats of the Holland type.
The naval authorities maintain the ut-
most reticence, making it impossible to
obtain accurate details, but at large the
Al is considered a great jmprovement
over the Holland type. It is believed
that the A2 A3 and A4, which are now
being built, will be more formidable thau
any with which trials have been made
by foreign powers.

The Al refurned to Barrow after dark.
It is believed she will be fitted with a
new petroleum engine for the purpose of
charging her electri¢ batteries and. pro-
pelling her on the surface with greater
speed than has hitherto been obtained.

A French statistician has done a dread-
ful deed. He has become so expert in
figures that he has dared to connect the
army and navy with the growth of lunacy.
At anyrate he asserts that out of every
100,000 men of the army or navy profes-
sions, 199 are hopelessly Insane. After
them  certain other- professions follow at
regular intervals. .First, . there are the
artists, and then the lawyers, clergy, liter-
ary men, and civil servants. Striking an
average of the latter groups, it is estimat-
ed that 177 go mad to each 100,000; but it
.says a great deal for the leniency of the
government department that civil servants
should come out so well in this pathetic
race.

e

MAYOR AND EXHIBITION,

To the Editor:—¥In this mo’i‘nlné‘s Colo- '

nist Workingman No. 2 comes to ‘tdie rescue
of Mayor Hayward, and states that His

Worship had nothing to do with tne ‘mat- |

ter of the Colonist account' being 'paid out
of the gate receipts of the/late éxhibition.
I have heard differently, but at present I
am not.in a position to prave it. How-
ever, the fact remalins that' the Colonist
was pald $500, while the bhand, ‘the “work-
men and other accounts, awounting to
about $500, are still unpaid, . : .

Workingman No. 2 seems to bé very much
worried to think that anyone should have
the audacity to griticize the actions of the
Mayor in comnection with. the- exhibition,
and characterizes such actions.pas) unfair,
u‘nmauly and disreputable.  Workingman
No. 2 may consider them ®o, but the in-
telligent and honest eitizeris' of Victoria
who have to foot the bills {00k .uponi this
matter in a different light.

Tn the Colonist of October Hth it a very |

conspicuous place on the firgt: page,’ we
find the following: “'1‘11:'0\11;1}l the efforts of
Mayor Hayward, arrangements were made
last night by which the Shamrock la-
crosse team will play a match with Vie-
toria at the exhibition grounds on /Fuesday
afternoon.”

The above arrangements cost the citizens
of Victoria ~nearly “$1,000, nndiali Mayor
Hayward made the arrangements and got
all the credit for it, he cannot wriggle out
of the odium attached to it. Surely, when
the honest: ratepayers have td pay about
$1,000 for a little cheap adyertising : for
the Mayor, they have a right' tp register
their disapproval of the samée, &3 'nd doubt
they will do when the opportunity.'comes.

r WORKINGMAN.

ELOPEMENT {JB-TO-DATE. .

Young Couple Fled in Automobile” “When
Papa Refused Consent to“AlMance:
M. Marcile, a Parisian medical  student,
lately became affianced to -Mlle. ;Cordelia
Leplay, the 18-year-old daughter of ex-
Seénator Leplay. A month ago' M. "Leplay
suddenly withdrew. his consent - to the
young couple’s marriage, and ,M.; Marcile
resolved to elope with his sweetheart. The
other afternoon he and a friend atfrived, [n
an automobile in the Avenue de Villdrs,
Paris, near M. Leplay's residence, and
three other men arrived in. a .cab, : Mlle.
Cordelia, her governess, and a friend ap-
peared shortly after, ‘en: route
Cordelia’s music teacher’s residence. Mar-
cile and ‘his friends surrounded the three,
and Marcile and the man who came in
the automobile seized Cordelid’’and'carried
her to the automobile. Theé three sipien
who came in the cab preveut&g‘ the, Feung
lady’s friends from following 'her, gn,d the
automobile speeded away with] M¥e. “Cor-
delia, Marcile, and one of his friends. - Mar-
cile’s mother has received a telegram from
Brussels containing a request from her son
for money. The police at Brussels have
been instructed to intercept the fugitives.

A

CHRISTMAS. % pat

Once more we are in the mjdsiof the
merty, gladsome seascn of goodwyill sand
goodfellowship. - How fast ‘theli ‘Fears
pre accumulating upon the heudé"of_ us
old fellows! It seems such a short. step
since last Christmas, when we were ex-
tending the season’s greetings to friends
who are now scaltered over tli¢ £nce of
the broad earth, or have passed forever
beyond. the reach of the warm “ott-
stretched hand, pnlsaiing perhaps with
the emotions of a heart which ordinarily
'is'hard to move, and yet is thrillfd With
ihe reecollections of the past, ct led, tip
by the presence of the Christmas spirit.

It was not given to all of us to bao¥e
fortunate as to be born in BHEi.‘s.h o-
jumbia. When we think of alf’the”fd-
vantages the children of thif "fﬂvored
land enjoy—espzecially in the neighbor-
hood of Victoria—we are forced to the
conclusion that if the subject were op-
tional we would willingly endure the
toils, the trials and tribulations of later
life for the sake of spending the first
twenty years in the playgrounds, in the
witching woods and by the:smlacid
waters of Vancouver Island.’ Ny 18€
us spent our early years, “‘so prodikal of
time,” under less happy circumstances

than the rising generation in Vic-
teria is doing. But the  spirit
of youth cannot be subdued even

under the most untoward circumstihees.
We are gathered.together here’ in the
year of our Lord 1902, a truly cesmopoli-
tan people. Onmly the stress of Hretim?
stances will drive out those of“ us
who are of any special value to the com-
munity. Here we are and here we shall
remain unless the fates prove specially
uukind, The majority of -us have-fond
recoliections of days gone by, whgndl_lv.'-
was no break in the loving citéle’ whith
completed our little Worl?l, and when
there was no thought of that:kingdom
having an end. Perhaps Santa Clau§
.was nat in circumstanges to permit of
the showering of gifts upon us; possibly
the great-hearted saint was not lopked
upon as a factor in child life at aliiThat
made no difference. Those were the
days. To us they can mever come again.
The circle is broken:  -The sssembly
around the old stove “in the ‘Bast,” or
the broad. fireplace still farther -away,
will be incomplcte to-morrow. Séw
circles have been formed, and to- the
majority in- those circles the: path of:
life seems to stretch away intd such w
indefinite future that the end ‘thereof
is not worth considering, But our;point
of view has undergone a chapge:’ We
know that it can be but a little while
until there shall be another breaking up’
and the tender recollections of bygone
days shall dwell in other hearts. Pres-
ently the time will come for ws to pass
out of the ‘circle, and the world shall
know us no more., If we possess the true
Christmas spirit such thoughts; will not
seriously disturb us. Let us remgmber
there are those with us in whose minds
the boands of this life have not yet been
set; /The wise men of the East.twenty
certuries ago appeared before the Litile
Child bearing gifts. “Nearer and closer
to our hearts be the Christmas spirit,
which is the spirit of active usefulness,
perseverance, cheerful dischargé-: of
duty, kindness and forbearance. . It s
in the last virtues especially that we
are, or should be, sirengthened:by tho
unaccomplished visiors. of our youth;
for who shall say that they are stefiwar
teachers to deal gently even with the
impalpable nothings of the earth. . . .
The winter sun goes down over town and

village; on the sea it makes a rosy path,
as if the sacred tread were fresh upon

'
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. the water. A few more moments and ifi
| sinks, vand night comes on, and lights
begin to sparkle in the prospect. . . .
In town angd yillage there are doors and
| windows closed against the weather,
there are flaming logs heaped high, there
are joyful faces, there is healthy music
of voices. Be all ungentleness and harm
excluded from the temples of the Flouse-
kold Gods!”

NORTH VICTORIA,

The people of North Victoria have
spoken, and there is little comfort for
| the government in the tomes of the
voice. The victory of Mr. Paterson is a
remarkable tribute to the man personally
when all the peculiar circumstances of
the case are taken into consideration.
The government candidate frankly con-
fessed that he-had been “nursing” the
constituenéy for upwar'ds of a yéar. The
patronage was placed in his hands, and
the patronage. gdispensed by a govern-
ment situated as that. of Colonel Prior’s
was is no light thing in a district com-
prising less than four -hundred voters.
Then four of the Ministers have been
on the warpath for a considerable time,
They did not hold many public meetings,
nor were the assemblies held addressed
by all the Mitiisters. The government
evidently thought there were more effec-
tual ways of convincing the -electors
than by talking to them publicly. Those
members who undertook to publicly
justify the course of the administration
had but a sorry experience. The posi-
tion of the Premier, who ciaimed that
he was not responsible for the action of
the government of which he was a
member in denying the constituency re-
presentation, was thoroughly exposed by
j Captain Tatlow. And as for the At-
| torney-General, the doughty champion
and general slang-whanger,” a combin-
ation of Bombastes Furioso and common
fishwife when aroused by the prospect
of expulsion from office, no member of
any goverument ever came out of a con-
flict more thoroughly discredited. His
usefulness to any political combination
in British Columbia was very nearly at
| an end before he entered the Prior Min-
istry. The position of Mr. Eberts to-
day after the exposures of his. carcer
made by Mr. Oliver and Mr, Paterson
is the very reverse of enviable. All
things considered, the savageness of his
demeanor and the malignity of his
actions are not to be wondered at.

North Victoria is to be congratulated
most heartily on the result of the elec-
tion for two reasons: First; she has se-
cured one of the ablest and strongest
men in the province as her representa-
tive, a man with opinions of his own as
to the measures necessary for the de-
velopment of the province generally, and
the ability to express his views clearly
and forcibly. Mr. Paterson is not a
politician of the jellyfish type. The elec-
tors of his- constituency will always
know which side of the House he is on.
North Victoria is to be congratulated:
secondly, because she has expressed her
resentment, at the treatment that was
meted out to her by the present Premier
gnd some of his collg\agues. We confess
it never occurréd to us that it would be
possible for the electors of the constitu-
ency to condone the act of the govern-
ment—he who can draw a 'distinction
between the present government and its
predecessor must exercisé a yery fine dis-
crimination—in denying North Viectoria
for nearly a year the representation to
which she was entitled. In spite of ap-
peals to sectionalism and to self-interest
and of a resort to methods which gould
not bear investigation, the goverament
stands condemned, and in that condem-
pation a warning has been issued to
the present and to all succeeding admin-
istrations that the rights of the pedple
cannot be trifled’ with without the
authors of the wrong being called to ac-
count sooner or later. If the Ministry
entertains any idea of meeting the Leg-.
islature and asking for judgment upon
its personnel and policy~all the seats
must be filled if there is an authority in
the province sufficiently potent to com-
pel recognition of the rights and privi-
leges of the electorate,

As to what the government will do
now that the last shred of hope of its
gecuring the support of a majority of
the Legislature has beea removed, who
shall undertake to say? Colonel Prior
will probably not resign. He prides
himself upon his determination to fight
to the last ditch, Having in view his
manoeuvres within the last few months,
it would not be surprising if he is at
present over tbe Mainland asking for
terms from the opposition leaders. But
we believe  the Colonel has sinned. be-
yond redemption, and that he will find
the hands of the chief men of all politi-
cal_sections against Lim. He should
kand in his resignation and refrain from
heaping more of the ashes of humilia-
tion upon his once honored head.

Christmas day is one part of the year
in which the newspaper fraternity gen-
erally cuts loose from business cares and
goes forth to enjoy itself after the man-
ner of men engaged in less exacting pro-
fessions, 'The Times, in common with
all its evening contemporaries and many
of the morning journals on this great
continent, will not be issued to-morrow.
May all our readers and friends spend a

merry, happy and joyous Christmas,
L] B3 L ]

North Victoria presented the Premier
with a most beautiful and appropriate
Christmas box—on the ear!

The difference between a planet and a

star is this: A star shines by its own light,
a planet by light reflected by another body.
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