—
art, however, was issued, and y

ild De difficult to get 90 gop &w
mder. The result thig o
n 30th June next we shalj haye
ty to the bank of :\1!1‘0.\iumu‘|vL :
2 dollars, and by 30th Jupe 190;1
jion and a half, ; %

a

> have now a loan aet betore

b which provides about g mil]

blic works, and there ig still
r acts for about another mil

as 1 have already hinteq vh.

Is 2 most unfavorable time ¢ .

site owing to the condition

r market,

the
lion
Dowep

for
o
This is clearly shu\:n‘h“
et that British consols which iy
were 112 and now 96, whilst Bri-
“‘mn‘t‘lzx 3 per cent.,, which Wwas
p 103 is now only 90 or 91, Tlu:‘
of England rate in 1899 about 2
is now 4%, and has r!‘l't'utl:
T cent., and may again go ap
»s¢ conditions it would :
lice the credit of the Drovinee
¢ public market for g loan
olves on the govermment, there-
make arrangements with g chay.

k for am ”\"l"'ml-l‘:lft Pending ap-
a I¢ an. This will place the
.uy‘m in the favorable Dosition of
able to issue whenever a good op-
nity ‘-ff\‘x’\. thus removing the diff-
of being forced to issus at a e
date whether the market is faper
or the reverse.

view |>»L' 4!1\0 fact that in the pub-
iterest it is :}lnsulmely necessary to

province by publie works,
1 can only be carried out
ent but by borrowing
possible, it is import-

e actual financial ability

e province to undertake such loans,
p 1803 the revenue was $1,019,206
was st ‘ent after 1»:\311\;; all the
ing requirements to provide $113,.
or public works. 1 refer to 1803 ag
was the last year under the old law
itting sale of land in any quantity,

that year this'rule was practically
sed,  In 1894-5 and 6 the revenne

f so considerably that there was
for public works., In 1896-7 it

nerease and gave a margin for

s of R248.000. In 1898 there

sin of $101,816. In 1899,

1 1900, $41,446. For the cur-

r there is a margin of $203,000

next year at least $470,000. This
ites that the revenue has no
red at the point of providing all run

expenses, paying the administration]

ice 1 grants to hospitals and]

assistance to agriculture andl
large sum to education
eave half a milion for publi

If we examine this expenditure

- works carefully it will be seex
the showing is really better tha
t I have just stated. It is, I think

known in the Dominion and I believy
» of the provinces, and certainl
loni besides the Dominion

for public works is divid
buildings and roads ard
to capital account and no
as we do, against the revenue ol
and only repairs and mair

are debited against revenue, th

1z provided for by capita

ly the same method i

v mercantile firms or compan
mercantile concern erects 4

for the accommodation or aid
business the cost of this is nof
rged ainst the business of th

r g inst capital, and the

ing is valued at stock taking as

t. Adopting this plan in our pre

accounts we find that of the total

public works expenditure $804,6

He estimates now before us $431,70
¢r new works, deducting this leave

total expenditure of the year to b4

1 from revenue including maintenance
roads, trails buildings or $2,(40,635,
hrly $100,000 less than the revenue fA_l

same period. In this connection it if

v fair that in our estimate we shoul
sider the public works as sssets. Th4
ds and works department have kind)
pared me a list and valuation of thei
Bots taken at the most reasonabl

s, they are as follows:

Total approximate mileage of 4
hds in the province of British Colum

built and maintained by the govers
nt of British Columbia, 5,616 miles
to, trails, 4,415 miles; approximat
lue of roads, $6,000,000; approximat

ue of trails, $600,000; approximate
mber of buildings throughout the pro
owned by the government, 350; ap
nate value of the same, $2,102,170

Iproximate value of government buildd
k<, Victoria, $1,000,000; total valug
702,170,

“Then in our balance sheet we have
ot of $583,021 owing to the provind

the Dominion, there are also the ¢

under the dyking debentures al

» sinking funds lying in London, whe
o latter amounts to .about $850,008
kN ing the assets up to $3,100,000 oU
le of the public works assets as abov'
‘But beyond this there is the impo
t ssset arising from the payment
rpetuity Dominion subsidy to -
ovince now amounting to '?‘23*’00“?
ar, but increasing decennially until
aches $484.000. From present apper
ces it should reach at least $400
the next census in 1911. 3
“What the value of this is as an 8%

g it certald
countants can estimate, b th
puld at the present time be WOTtR b~
hital it would pay 3 per cent. on, in
about nine and a half milions. AS%K‘_
sge assets appear the liabilities $8,

st

Ye

new

All

of

32l £ e that t!
I'kis is the best of evidence offer 10

nee has a good security to o
raised for legitimate espe?fllt“
public works. It has in process e

harly demonstrated that our 1[’ -
rks of development have resu‘ﬁes '

roasing the revenue, and teac i

at we should so legislate as to've 4
assets of the province productt -
e revenue. The government 159 :
wced that this can only be do‘i‘in
ning up and developing t}le p;‘%y %
1, show how effective this poll b
en we necd only turn to the pﬂél i
r history. In 1893 and.4 our tg'Zl d
nue was $826,660. It 1§ now e;'lt
1. an increase of over 150 per ¢ ;1
ht years. In 1893 and_4 the e;%)i“
ro was $1,594,000. It is now $4500

b0, an increase of little over
t. e

‘1'1‘\: this rate the revemue in tend”’
me will be over six milions :;;0

.nditure will be only $4,000, e
well here to consider revenueia: &
bnditure from another standpoin .‘ ‘

hat is the relative cost of runnin P
ovince now and say ten years

ns

h

==
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Civil £«
judi\'\‘ ‘ £
33 per cent. of the revenue. They now
S 175.000 or not quite 18 per cent. of

The cost of runining the!
increased about 38 per cent., !
increased 0\‘e1‘|

cost &
the revenue.
country has
while the revenue has
150 per cent.

ol think Mr. Speaker, that whiit 1|
pave said is only a fair statement of our |
affairs. 1 might have drawn a much
more optimistic picture of the future, usi
in considering future progress I have only i
taken it at the rate of the past, whereas, l
we all know, that in a new L."Olllltl‘)'.ﬂﬂ\l {
especially in one such as this pro.\'mce,;
if there be advancement, it must, in the
pature of things, be cumulative, Thnti
is to say that every one of the resources ;
developed, such as lumbering, mining, |
ship building and agriculture must \"hf‘“t
increasing increase in a compound ratio. !
1 huve alluded to assistance to agricul-’l
qrists and 1 should like to be able 'm{
announce that plans were ready provid-;
ing for the placing of settlers on blocks |
of land in the province, This, however, |
is in progress, and I hope wil soon e’
carried out. i

“I must here refer to what appears t.of
me to be a remarkable fact in the public f
affairs of British Columbia, and the fact|
is that: That the expenditure for publie |
works, hospitals and charities, zlgl'l}'UIt“{'e
and. free education is I belfe‘_‘e in thls.‘
province considerably gl‘(‘:lfu'l' in pro"por—‘
«lon than in any other British province ;
or coleny; and this fact must evgnmnlly!
yesult in great advancement and increase
of population, ok

“It is evident that it is of the utmost!
importance now to keep up our revenue, !
there are suggestions on all sides of re-|
duction in taxation, Great pressure has |
been brought on the government to modi- !
{y the mineral‘tax in order to relieve, it
“ said, the heavy charge on low grade
ores arising under it, but on the other
hand strong complaints are made that
it bears harder on the high grade ores,
s the cost for mining high grade ore is
much higher than the cost of mining
low grade—in some high graded proposi-
tions going up to $25.00 a ton for mining
—and the cost of mining is not deducted !
in the assessor’s valuation, Whilst the
freight and smelter charges which are
low on high grade ores, and high on low
grade are deducted, this indicates the
difficulty of the question, but the matter
is having the earnest consideration of
the government with the view to adjust-
ment if possible without decreasing re-:
venue, {

“With regard to agriculture, the gov-
ernment is preparing to settle up large
tracts of land with settlers.

“Before closing my remarks I wish to
say, Mr. Speaker, that I hope that th:s:
government and the future governments
will Always have the courage to boldly |
carry out the policy of development by
public works—this is the omnly way to
promote the growth and prosperity of
the country. Many of the matters that
we fight so eagerly over in this House
¢re of no note in comparison with acts
promoting a development policy—by |
mads, railroads and surveys—if these are
caried out well the troubles we argue

over here will be swept away. and look-

«d upon afterwards as ridiculous trifles, '

Much has been done in the south of the

province, but practically nothing in Cari-

boo or the North, these sections must
row be tended to without fail. {

“At this time the liberty of debate will,
ellow me, before sitting down, to refer to |
the fact that this is the thirteenth time

I have presented this budget to the;

House, and nearly fifteen years since I

was first elected to represent the capital

¢ty of the province in the legislature, In
that time I have successfully passed !

‘hrough seven elections.

“In laying the budget before you now |

I do it with mixed feelings of regret
¢xd emotion, realizing that it may be the
last time I may ever have this honor,

“Great changes have taken place dur- |
ing these years, When I made my first
ludger speech, the revenue was only |
$514,000, there was then no mining Koot-
fuay, important towns have grown up
tere since, and many thousands of tons |
of ore are being produced yearly, and:
from the eastern part enormous quanti-
ties of coal and coke.

“By the aid of government assistance |
rilways have been built and many miles
 roads and trails constructed, school
}Ilunae.\ have arisen in all directions, and |
mportant government buildings in Nel-:
fon, Kaslo, Rossland Greenwood, Grand
}‘”k-jl all of which are new towns, In |
the Nerth, 600 or 700 miles away, a new
district is opened and filling up. On the !
“ast the charming city of Vancouver:
43 come up like a dream, and here on'
i Island, Victoria has improved and'
lreased—situated as it is in one of the
st beautiful spots in the world, unsur-
'l’m“;' for scenery and climate—it must
% e the home of thousards, During
U8 Ume these commodious government

g3 have been erected, probably
st beautiful public buildings in !

i have seen in the same time |
‘nue grow from half a million to !
ilion and a quarter, and the ex-|

&,“I;MI,-“ 1'!1" f_l'w education alone from!

W to $370,000. These zre a faw |
Ay of the changes during my legisla- |
B8 earoer - Phac Sias Bt omitey {
11«J:1~.:‘ r tl_mo have been many in this !
Mh‘ ” I‘ miss many olq friends trorn:
Yefar Sues, It is impossible for me to !
With “"‘ the matters, 1\11‘,- Speaker, |
m”‘."}" being muech moved in contem- |

H% even the probability of saying '

he many friends of my leg- |

* and executive life; to you, Mr, |
o o my valued colleagues in the;
. dent, to the members on bothg
of the House, who have treated me |

W Bstant courtesy and consideration, |
”IPII\V.‘HI.f..\\'llrh you, too, that should the{
101 Of affairs make it necesary for me |

‘Ave active publie life in British Col- |
I shall always, to the end of my |
(ipu‘;”f""“ heart and soul in the en-|
s ;) Dromote tho weltare'and pro- !
this ” this magnificent province, and |

"‘)n“f so long my home. i ‘
'i,,K”]""”“I“” his seat the Minister of |
i ¢ was loudly applauded by both
s o he House, while a big bunch of ;

as placed on his desk.
s Mr. Brown.
'h;‘l"]'__:"'{'“\\'n s:{id_ the closing wot:dﬂ' of
B Minister had left hin' in
*inn-;“,', tion that he felt Le would be
g 1. FAinst the spirit of the House
li%rf!'ir'i‘]’v.“”-{.’Jo.hnzs it he went ‘n for

Hun‘ \[‘ ("I'Itlf‘lﬂm. A

fe = r. Turner—That's all right.
that ‘\('1””1\:.'. Mr. Brown scid he fclt

ifter all it was better, while not

Umb;
iy

Bidas of ¢

B

1 .
iin agriculture.

Orgetis :
"8¢tiing that proper opposition was a !

svernment and administration off good thing, to look on the bright side ana
calaries cost in 18934 $270,200 not to magnify the unpleasant features

out of their proper proportion.

They were all anxious to see the pro-
vince advance with accelerated speed to
that point which they all felt was its
destiny as the premier prowince of the
Dominion in wealth, power and popula-
tion.

He would like, however, to knew
where the hon. gentleman got his au-
thority for whatever the world might
say. Most of the yarns about himself
were made out of whole cloth. He (Mr.
Turncr) had pomted out that the year
ending June 30th last the cx.p@m]itm.'u
had exceeded the estimates, If it did
so it was only in pursuance of the pre-
cedent always followed by th¢ Turner
governments. He attemptad to show
that the opposition was responsible for
that expeaditure.

But the bulk of this expenditure was
made in the first part of the year, when
the present opposition was not in power
at all,

The Finance Minister had stated, too,
that there was a big revenue from tim-
ber royalties from which the leader of
the oppositon had been responsible, as
he had broaght in a great deal of
revenue previously uncollected.

Neither did the ecriticism quoted. apply
to the party out of power, but te.a party
out of power. There was a difference
between the definite and indefinite
article.

Mr, Curtis—Does the hon, gentleman

! mean that the party out of power is an

indefinite article?
Mr. Brown—I beg to remind the hpn.
gentleman from Rossland that according

i to his own statement he is an indefinite

article,

Continuing, Mr. Brown held that the
Finance Minister had been more liberal
on election years than at any other time,
and agreed that the government should
be bold enough to pursue a progressive
policy. Yet although the Dborrowing
power of the province was good, there
was no room for extravagance, and these
things should be looked at from the
standpoint of th2 province, and not from
that of any particular corporation.

There was nothing alarming in the
budget. He believed it on the whole to
be a fair statement. He oagreed that
the government did not get the propor-
tion of the Chinese head tax from the
Dominion to which they were entitled.
He would like to see the tax disappear
from the books, believing that a total
cessation of Chinese immigration would

i 1esult in great benefit to the province,

but as long as it was collected British
Columbia should get her fair propor-

| tion of it.

There were a number of provisions for
salaries, such as that for boiler inspec-
tors, which would be largely self-sus-
taining.

In regard to the charges at the in-
sane @sylum., some of them had been
sharply criticized, and he did not know
how far these strictures were justified.
He commended the government, how-
ever, for seeking to put those institutions
on a sound basis,

Regarding the statement that an error
had been made in not raising the whole
loan authorized by the House, it did
not, of course, apply to himself, but to
Mr. Cotton. Hsa presumad, howerver,
that his (Mr. Cotton’s) course at that
time seemed to be wise, and that he

! thought the rate of interest would he
| even lower than

at the time the loan
was effected.

The Finance Minister had provided by
loans up to the end of 192, a policy
which was to be commended, as it was
inadvisable to make these loan bills fre-
quent,

In a sense roads, public works, ete.,
were assets, Yet an asset was strictly

| something that could be realized upon

under seizure and sale. TUnaer
construction the parliament buiidings
were not an asset, but public works
were. The development of the. courtry
by railways, ete., filled the country with
population, increased the taxpaying
ability of the country, and werea secur-
ity to the loaner of the moaey that the

such a

tinterest and sinking fund on his loan

would be paid. The sirking fund, too,
could not be regarded as an asset,

He admitted that the previous speaker
had always manifested a live interest
What the indusiry re-

| quired was more efficient means of tran-

sportation.

Regarding the closing remarks of the
Finance Minister, he could only say that
during his administration the country
and the department over which he pre-
sided had made great strides. If it was
his last budget speech, he was sure that
he would leave behind him the kindest
memories. They would not forget his
speeches, and would wish that wherever
he might go, prosperity and happiness
might be with him to the =nd.

Mr. McPhillips.

Mr. McPhillips said it was a matter

{ of peculiar congratulation tc the party
i and the government that they had been

able to satisfy the opposition. They
seemed perfectly satisfied with the past,
present and future manag>ment of af-

, fadrs,

To this Mr. Martin demurred, saying
;hu opposition had opposed ihe increased
ax,

Upon many occasions he (Mr, McPhil-
lips) had spoken of the great service
Mr. Turner had rendered the province.
His retirement would be a distinct loss
to the province, and if he was to be no
longer Finance Minister L« Loped he
would be retained in some other capacity.
Ha felt sorry indeed that he was to
leave them. His imprint on British Co-
lumbia affairs would not be forgotten.

Mr. Curtis.

Mr, Curtis said he was somcwhat dis-
armed by the closing remarks of the
Finance Minister.

It was encouraging to see the antici-
pated incraase in the revenue of the pro-
vince. It was, however, the old story
of deficits, and the supplementaries,
when they were braught down, would
probably demonstrate a deficit of $500,-
000. The time he thought Lad arrived
when an effort should be made to balance
-revenue and expenditure. There was a
failure of the government to anticipate
such an outcome. The Finance Min-
ister had not indicated a policy which,
if earried out, would bring such a de-
sirable state of affairs.

The part of the country which was
nnder represented in proportion to its
tax paying ability still received too lit-
tle consideration. 'The total expendi-
tures in the up-country districts fell far
short of the ‘revemue which wis spent
in other parts of the ‘copntry. The pro-
per way to get a revenue in the province
was to develop those regions by expend-

ing the revenue derived from them in
those localities,

The same remark applied to Vancouver
Island, bacause the government had
failed to do its duty by furnishing facili-
ties for opening up that lIsland. What
was wanted on the West Coast was not
rapid but frequent communication. It
was
ists.
by subsidy. if necessary, for frequent
communication with the West Coast and
the adjacent Mainland.

The government had ‘pmmiso«l aid to

the pulp industry, but; they had done ;

nothing, although capitalists had been iu-
quiring for pulp for mont.hs. Yet the
government had done nothing.

Hon., Mr, Wells—The hou, gentleman
is entirely mistaken, The goveinment
have taken very. important steps, and a
bill outlining it will be brought down
in a few days,

While gratified at this aniouncement, !
; parties !

the speaker held that (‘Xl)l\)l‘il.lg
should be sent out to ascertain
tent of pulp areas, the water
available, ete, £ :
Hon. Mr. Wells—We have all that in-
formation without geing to the expense
of sending out parties.
Mr. Curtis=How long havc you had
it? ? 3
Hon. Mr. Wells—Ever
been here. ¥
Mr. Curtis said that he had asked the

the ex-
power

sitce I have

i
two Ministers when m Ottawa for the !

information, and had been told that it
was not available.. The government

should get out a brochure showing mnot |

only the extent of pulp areas, bpt mar-
kets for it. A wide marke: e;xsted in
Japan, Australia, South America, c
and if this information had been avail-
able large.mills would be now ureg‘tod,
and British Columbia be in a position
to dominate the pulp market of the
world.

Coast,

In regard to agriculture, he thought !

the government should take up the
clearicg of agricultural lands, some of
which, if cleared, were worth $100 an
acre. Assistance should be rendered
men who could not afford the initial ex-

penditure of clearing the land by mak- !

ing them loans at, say, four per cent.
Such development would be largely

useless unless communication was given !
the farmers and the miners. |
Railway communication alone would not !
do, but low freight rates must be as- |

between

sured. He regretted that ths C. P. R.
had been blind to the necessity of lower-
ing rates. The necessity for this had
been shown by the appointment of Mr.
Palmer to examine into the matter. Al-
ready a lowering of the rates had sl-
lowed of an order for 35 car loads of
fruit and produce from th2 Okanagan
being billed for the Kootenays. ‘Liese
railways had special exemptions at the
present time from taxation, and if they
did not deal fairly with the people the

government should increase their assess- |

ments,

In regard to fisheries, he was assured
by an expert that if the government
here and at Ottawa went into the sub-
ject of looking for markets, that the in

come from this source might be trebled, !
and bring a revenue of $15,000,000. The ;

Japs had furnished an instructive lesson
in this regard by preparing the hitherto
almost useless dog salmon for export, so
that it brought $300,000 this year in
export.

He saw mno indications that the gov- |
ernment was anxious to sea the country |

opened up. There were greater indica-
tions that they were more arxicus to
look after certain corporate or moneyed
interests. It was evident on the Crow’s
Nest Southern charter, which had not
been afforded the sympathetic treatment
it deserved.

Were they to have the Coast-Kootenay
road now, or five years hence? In
document brought down to the House

it was indicated that they were not to |

have it now because it was provi(lv'd
that no subsidy should be paid until
1904. This country wanted it now. It

would be better for the government to |

borrow seven millions if Dominion aid
was not forthcoming, and devote the
$5,000,000 to building the rcad thqm-
selves, and opening up a courtry which
would be immediately remunerative, The
small land sales in the past few years
was the sharpest kind of commentary on
the policy of the government.

He beiieved there were immense de-

posits of iron on Vancouver Island. Why |

had not the government sent out ex-
perts to decide this? The Dominion
government was giving a bounty on a
sliding scale which lessened year by year.

Why was not the opportunity improved |

while the bounty was high? Th(—;re
should be a pamphlet also dealing with
these deposits. There were great‘a'ml
growing markets in Africa, Austrah.:\,
China and other countries readily m‘qxl-
able by water from British Colum})m.
By inquiry he had found that the iron
deposits of Vancouver Island could be
opened up as cheaply here as anywhere,
and he had verification in the speech of
Mr. Moxon, of the Dominion steel wmfks.
Was it not worth while to get capital
invested here?

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir—We know
that.

Mr, Curtis—Yes, I know you are choc_k
full of information, but the trouble is
that you tell nmo one about it, and you
are well named, for you are at the head
of a silent ministry. :

He advocated a mew policy in reggrd
to the leasing of water power, by which
a man would pay according to the horse-
power he used.

Hon. Mr. Prentice—Would you apply
it to mining?

Mr. Curtis retorted that be thought
it should be applied to coal mines, and
he had to-day given notice of a motion
that in all coal leases given in the fu-
tnre that the government shkeuld hgve
the power to name the prics at which
the coal should be put on cars or boats.
He did so because if iron vworks were
established here they would be handi-
capped by the high price of coal. Of
course it would not apply to coal mines
at presemt in operation, but he fancied
these would find the stress of competi-
tion. The Crow’s Nest Company had
been obliged to agree to put coal on
board cars at $2 per short tcnm.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir—We are willing
to do that.

Mr. Curtis wanted to know how it
was then that it was sold at Victoria
for $67?

Hon. Mr, Dunsmunir held that the
Crow’s Nest Company had no road te
maintain, and only sold at the pit mouth,
but Mr. Curtis could mot understand
how this would account for the differ-
ence between $6 and $2. e

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir said the Crow’s

all

this lack that kept out ('tlpit}\l'i
The government should provide !

" should - make it a great country.

ete., ¢

‘ been clearer.

This province had un :1d\'nnt-i
age over Sault Ste. Marie of $16 to $18 '
a ton, the freight from there to the

ai

Nest people did not pay as high wages u‘

he did.

Mr, Curtis—Well, they employ all
white labor, and pay $3.50 a day, which
I fancy is as high as you pay.

At this point the Speaker
Q’clock,

HVENING SESSION,

Resuming after dinner, Mr. Curtis con-
tinued his remarks regarding the desir-
ability of making the price of coal so
i reasonable that it would encourage the
establishment of refineries here,

He also attacked the boasted business
capabilities of thre governmeni, and ask-
ed in what direction it had been direct-
ed? The Minister of Finance, he said,
was insular in his views, and the large
number of deputatiofis which had coine
down from the interior was a proof that
in this way only were they alle to have
i justice done them,

The appropriations for Vancouver Isl-
and, he thought, had not been spent for
: the opening up of the country. Ie

i recognized the great wealth of the Isl-

and, which was full of wealth, and
which had a- glorious climate, sccessi-
Lility to the sea and other features which
There
was a market for steel and irom, and

! other base metals on the oceans navig-

able from Yancouver Island of $200,-

| 00¢,000,

There was also complaint that the
lands of the province were locked up
and were not available for the settler.

Reference had also been made by the
member for New Westminster to the
indefinite article. The term could not
be applied to himself, for on the rail-
way question no one in the House had
The member for New
Westminster had not expressed himself,
and if any one was indefinite it was
that gentleman.

A compliment was here paid to the
administration of the lands and works
{ department.

In reference to his own position, the
Premier had declared that he was not
necessarily in favor of competition. To
this position he was totally opposed. His
first choice was government ownership
or public monopoly, as opposed to private
monopoly.

The speaker also took issue with the
Premier when he said that he aidn’t
care if it went to the C. P. R.

He favored government ownership, but
the defeat of the Martin government had
shown that the people didu’t wish that.
Failing that, he wanted competition and
opposition to private monopoly. When
it became known to him a week ago that
. his leader held the same view with re-
! gard to the question of a competitive
line as the Premier, he had either to
eat his words or take issue with him.
He found no fault with his leader, ex-
cepting that he thouglit that he might
have given him the benefit of his views.
Heo had been a faithful follower of that
gentleman for eighteen years, when he
fought monopoly in Manitoba, and he
{ was sorry he was not now in his place

while he bore testimony to his worth.
! He had followed him faithfully, beliey-
ing that he was thoroughly sincere in
fighting for the people. He had followed
kPim through evil and good report, be-
cause he had believed him to be incor-
ruptible by corporations or any one else.
He would =still believe so until he had
evidence to the contrary. However pain-

ful to do so he left him now, knowing

| that in doing so he was supported by the
large majority of the people of British
Columbia.

While he differed with Mr, Turner on
many matters, he had the highest re-
spect for him, believing he was actuated
i by motives of the highest patriotism, and
 he was glad to know him so well as to
| be able to say this. He hoped to enter-
tain the same feelings to his successor
1 if the bridge between the two sides of
the chamber should b& built, and one of
| his former colleagnes take the vacant
place. He wished Mr. Turner the great-
i 2st success, and that he might demon-
! strate his great usefulness to the pro-
vince. All would wish him a long, happy
and successful career. ‘May God speed
the Minister of Finance,” he concluded.

With regard to his own pesition in the
House, he wis elected ‘arsely by the
Liberal and Labor vote. It had been
stated that he would lead such a party
in the House. This was incorrect. He
would be a humble representative of
that party as an allied, not on amalga-
mated party. He hoped the L.abor party
would stay with the Liberal party as
long as they used them well. )

Concluding, he said he aspired to no
leadership. He hoped when his term
was up to sever his connection with po-
litical life, because of his delicate health.
(Loud applause.)

Mr. Brown said he thought the hon.
gentleman might have waited until his
late leader himself had stated their rail-
way poliey.

Mr, Curtis said if he had said anything
to hurt the hon. gentleman’s feelings he
regretted it.

Mr. Helmcken,

Mr. Helmcken said that the Minister
of Finance ought to be perfectly happy.
For the second time the critic of the
budget speech had coincided fully with
the position then ennunciated. Was there
any necessity therefors for prolorging
the debate?

He joined in the complimentary re-
marks regarding the Minister of Finance.
‘While not particularly sensitive on the
subject of thirteen, he would like to have
seen anether speech added to the list.

Mr. Smith.

Mr. E. C. Smith thought he had been
badly treated in the estimates. Cran-
brook was to-day a live centre, and he
had asked for a vote of $1.500 for a
jail for that place, and th» same for
Fernie. The people of Southeast Koote-
nay had been nearly disinherited by hav-
ing their lands taken away from them.
By order-in-council 1898, C. P. R. lands
were assessed at $1 an acre—bottom
lands—the choice of the country. These
/ands were being advertised to-day by
the O. P. R. at from $1 to $5 an acre,
Yet they were assessed at $1 an acre.
This government was doing things be-
hind the backs of the representatives.

but he got a telegram from the Deputy
Minister that the figures were to stand
at §1. A fair valuation would be $2
an acre, They should tax the company
so that they would be anxious to sell.
He was glad to see so many liberal
appropriations for other par:s. In look-
ing at his own district he was disappoint-
ed. It paid a large revenue to the gov-
ernment and desired liberal trectment.
He was disappointed that no appropri-
ation had been made for the Cumber:
land sufferers. As the Premier was so
largely interested and the catastrophe

| pose.
saw 6

.anything to persenal gzovernment.

The assessor assessed the lands at $1.50, |

was so recent, he hoped that the suffer-
ers would be remembered. He expressed
the hope that a liberal sum should be
placed in supplemeataries for this pur-
He appeanled to them t«. do so on
behalf of the widows and orphans

Qapt. Tatlow.

Capt. Tatlow defined his position. At
the last election the parties on his side
of the House were not held together by
any cohesive force. He had run as a
straight Conservative, but had been sup-
ported by many -Liberals, who. preferred
Re-
ference was msade to the caucns at Van-
«couver, at which recongtructior. had been
promised at the end of the session,’ That
promise had been ruthlessly brokep. The
Premier in exchange had offered a pro-
gressive railway policy; but on scanning
the bill he could not give it kis support.
He therefore occupied an mdependent
position. He had pledged himself to try
and get government ownership of rail-
ways, or failing that, as near that prin-
ciple as possible,

He had also pledged himsclf to work
for a competitive line, Instead he was
asked to vote to hand over to the Gover-
nor-in:Oouncil the right to give that con-
tract to whoever they liked. This he
could not support. (Applause )

He was glad that the. Chief Commis-
sioner had taken steps to establish a
pulp industry, and that that promise was
likely to be fulfilled.

He was also glad that an attempt
would be made to settle the agricultural
lands of the provinee, and hoped that
the new settlers would be such as would
assimilate with our own population.

He also urged that the system of smadl
holdings be extended, as it was of the
greatest benefit to the laboring men of
the province,

A small amount spent-now cn bonusing
ships built in the province would do
much to offset the evil effects of the
American Ship Subsidy Bill. )

The government were also congratu-
lated on the efficiency with which his
Immigration Act had been carried out.
The govérnment should now go further
and apply the educational test to the
franchise.

He was actuated by no feelings of hos-
tility to the government, hut rather to
help them to carry out their jolicy and
to hold the place he believed they were
entitled to hold in the confidence of the
people.

Mr. Hayward,

Mr. Hayward reserved his views on
the railway question umtil the bill was
brought down. He agreed with the
member for Rossland of the need of de-
voloping the agricultural lands of the
province. He doubted if the government
was justified in bringing settlers om to
these lands until an agriculteral policy
had been agreed upon. The wild bush
lands of the province could not be clear-
ed without ample means. He advocated

that the government clear the land and |

sell it out to settlers. The gcvernment

were also urged to look into the com- !

mercial side of fruit growing. He sug-
gested that instead of small grants to
small agricultural societies, that a large
grant be given a government show, which
would be held at different points,

Regarding the epithets which had been
hurled at his district, he wished to lay
before the government some of the
claims of that district.

Last year 11,000 tons had been hauled
to Work Point, where 25 teams had been
kept year round hauling stores to Es-
quimalt. The naval pay last year was
$7D(),000. the combined pay for all ser-
vices being $1,043,207. - All this large
sum came from outside sources into the
provinece. Therefore the lighting and
road service of the garrison should be
attended to because of th~ large sum
tl}uy put into circulation in the pro-
vince,

Mr. Hall,

Mr. Hall thought that the govern-
ment would take advantage of some of
the suggestions of the member for Ross-
land, but generally speaking he was too
utopian. Regarding Capt. Tatlow he re-
spected  him, but thought he was too
linble to iy off the handle. 1 every one
did the same, government would be im-
possible. Regarding the railway ques-
tion, he knew what his course would be,
and it was a course in line with the
wishes of his constituents. But he had
sufficient confidence im the government
not to put a gun to their heads.

Mr. Curtis—Will you declare
policy?

Mr. Hall—My views are well known to
the government,

He paid a tribute to Hon, Mr. Turner,
who left his office without
poorer than the members would like to
see him, but with the good will of all,

M:. Oliver,

Mr. Oliver thought the estimated
revenue from the revenue tax was ex-
cessive. The salaries, too, were being
yearly ificreased and unjustified. The
people would require an explanation of
this in view of the increase in the tax.

He warmly complimented the Chief
Commissioner on the courtesy and ef-
ficiency with which he administered his
department. The same remark applied
to his assistant. But the chief engineer
was totally unfit for his position, and his
works proved it. He had opposed the
Minister of Finance, but believed he was
thoroughly honest, and he parted with
him with regret.

Mr. Gilmour.

Mr. Gilmour quoted figures to show
how unjust the conditions imposed by
the government were in regard to the
railway. He didn’t see how Mr. Curtis
could tell what course the oppositon in-
tended to follow. He was at the.caucus
when the question was discussed, and
no vote was taken on it. . The govern-
ment might modify the position to meat
opposition views. In the meantime no
one knew how they would vote,

The motion passed without division,

The House then went into committee
of supply. A number of votes passed
before the House rose at 11 o’clock.

Victoria, April 30th,
The House established a record to-
day in disposing of the budget, all the
items being disposed of before the House
rose for dinper, the debate and the con-
sideration of the items in committee hay-
ing occupied omnly six or seven heurs
In the evening the House proceeded to
the orders on motion of the Finance Min-
ister without the discission of the pre-
liminary motions on the ordes paper.

AFTERNOON SESSION,
Tha House assembled at 2.25

2.25,

being read by Rev. Mr., Sweet,
Supply.

The Hounse went at once into supply,

with Mr. Huater in the cheir. On the

J

your

prayers

reproach, |,

vote of $10,260 for the Fort Sleele
agency, Mr. E. C. Smith drew attention
to the large volume of business trans-
acted there, to the high cost of iiv'ug and
the lack of railway compoatition. He
asked that the salaries tliere be in-
creased.

On the item for hospitals and charities
of $87,300, the Provincial Secretary said
they had previously given 33 cents per
capita p>r day. This had been done in
the cass of Vancouver and Victoria, and
the other' and smaller hospitals did not
get 2 per capita grant at all, but a Inmp
sumt, ‘and a larger sum proportionately
than the largs ores. He ad.Jed that an-
other year ha intended to bring in a
bill  dividivz the hospitals into three
classes, with a stated per capita grant
to each,) Mr, Curtis complained that in
the past there had ben no system pur
sued in this respect. He alse put in
a plea for assistance to the hospitals at
Rossland, Graad Forks, Grecuwood and

| Phoenix, and other places ir his dig-
g trict.

| The Provincial Secretary replied that
tha latter ones would ba assisted.

The diffe;ent ftems passed through
with more rapidity than usual, although
many of the members embraced the op-
portunity to put in a claim for greater
cousideration for their respective con-
stituencies. Messrs, Tatlow ana Gar-
den objected to the vote of $2,000 for
the Vaucoaver court house. They had

that it had not besn granted.

house
there was no warrant whatever shown
for the necessity for a vote of $5.400,

Mr. Hawthornthwaite asked the Chiet
Commissioner what portion of the $20,-
500 for the Premier’s districr of South
Nansimo was to be expended on the
Nanaimo-Extension bridge and road.

Hon. Mr. Wells replied that he did
not know that any part of i1t was to bLe
expended on the bridge, but that a por-
tion of it would be expended on tha
road. He intended to make a further
grant in the supplementary estimates for
the bridge and other purposes, amount-
ing to $6,500.

In reply, Mr. Hawthornthwaite said
he was glad to raceive this assurance.

las instance the failure to aid the Na-
naimo-Albe:ni railway and the grant to
the isolation hospital.

On the item of $5,000 for the S. P.
C. A., Messrs, Oliver and Rogers urged
that provincial police officers be instruct-
ed to look after cases whore animals
were allowed to literally starve to death.
T.hr,\ Finance Minister concurred in this
view.

On the superinnuation allowances be-
ing reached, Mr, Helmckea urged that
! provision ba made for retiring allow-
jances for faithful civil servants. The
{ civil servants were anxious te bave such
' a fund to which they could contribute.

Messrs. Oliver and Munro stiongly op-
posed the proposal. The forme:r declared
that the civil servants were well paid
in comparison with the incomes of the
majority of men in the province. Mr.
Munro observed that if the civil servants
were not paid sufficiently well to enable
them to carry insurance on their own

wrong.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite commended the
step. The whole servieca should be re-

petitive system. The labor party did
not want any man to be underpaid. He
would like to see not omly civil servants,
but every working man in the province
provided for by pension,

Mr. Curtis recommended that an ar-
rangement be made with insurance com-
panies to carry the risks of the civil ser-
vants. Hon., Mr. Turner replied that he
thought the system a good one, and he
had opened negotiations with an insur-
ance company, but found it would cost
too much.

red that the civil service was to be
filled with men who had so little
ratural affection that they failed to pro-
vide for their families. Were not the
wives and children of the Cumberland
sufferers more entitled, to such a pro-
vision?

Mr. Munro reminded the government
that such a step might be more compre-
hensive than they supposed. and also
that some of the civil servants might
not come into the arrangement, and
thus the very purpose of the bill be de-
feated.

On the vote for Agemt-General of $10,-
000, including clerical assistance, Mr.
togers said the Agent-General shouid
get $15,000.

Mr. Curtis said he should get at least
$500 a month. He would like to know
who was to fill' the post and when it
would be opened. There ought to be
about $5,000, too, for travelling
penses,

Hon. Mr., Turner could not say what
the office rent would be. The selection
of the office would be a very important
matter, The West Australia office costs
£6,000 a year. The rent of the British
Columbia office would possibly be £350
per annum,

The expenditure for travelling
come out of the vote [for oflicers on |
travelling duty. As to literature a con
siderable amount of this would be
printed and bound here. All such in-
formation should be very accurate,

A gentleman was at preseat acting as
Agent-General at Glasgow, where his |
expenses would be paid out of this year’s |
vote,

Mr, Curtis advocated a liberal allow-
ance for the office as 'an experiment.
Then if it proved unsuccessful it should
be wiped out. He believed in giving tha
office a good show.

Mr. Helmcken also urged meking the
office worthy of British Colun.bia. Lon-
dor was a peculiar place, and to get
desirable offices a liberal sum ought to
bo provided for that purpose.

Mr. Oliver wanted to know how such
a large expenditure could be justified to
the taxpayers.

From personal obscrvation in London,
Mr. McPhillips suggested that the of-
fice should be in one of the busy streets,
where the crowd would see it, say, near
the C. P. R, offices.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite suggested that
the office be as far from the C. P. R.
as possible, (Laughter.)

Hon, Mr, Turner said he would give
the hon. gentleman a definite reply to
his question as to when the officer would
bo appointed. He would be appointed
this year. (Laughter.)

Mr. Curtis suggestad that tho Finance
Minister had gone altogether too far, He
had expoactéd to be told that he would be
appointed at “the right time.” (Rezewed
laughter) ¥ i

The item passed.

would

On the item of $5,000 for immigration, :

askd for $5,400, and were disappomted |

Hon. Mr. Wells said that the court |
was in fairly good shape, and !

Nanaimo generally had been overlooked, ;

account there was something radically !

organized and admission be by the com- |

Mr. Oliver asked 1if it was to be infer- !

ex- |
ete. i
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Mr. Oliver urged that men be induced to
come who were familar with the handl-
ing of farm stock.

On the item of $2,085.90 for the E. &
N. commission, Mr. Hawthornthwaite
drew attention to the fact that the evl-
dence taken by the commission had not
been printed, that some of the ovi-
dence had been barred on what seemed
insufficient grounds. Serious charges
were also niade,

The committee reported progress and
the House rose.

EVENING SESSION.

The House resumed at 8.15.

On the report being received of the
Placer Mining Act Amendment Bill, A.
W. Smith moved the following amend-
ment:

“Subject to the provisions of this aect,
every free miner shall have the right
to run the tailings from his placer mine
into any river near his mining property.”

The Minister of Mines declined to ae-
| cept the amendment, holdirg that it
i might be taken advantage of by hydraun-
Ec companies. There had been no com-
plaint against the present law, and he
therefore favored no amendment to it.
The amendment was defeated, and the-
bill read a third time and finally passed.

Poison Act.

The Poison Act Amendmen? Bill
read a third time and finally passed.

was

: Coal Mines Regulation.

| The report of the Coal Mines Regu-
i lation Act Amendment Bill was amend-
ed on motion of Mr. Hawthornthwaite,
and the bill read a third time.

Births, Marriages and Death.

The Births, Deaths and Marriages
Registration Aect Amendment Bill re-
. ceived its final readings and passage.

, Supreme Court Bill.
1

I

! Supreme Court Act Amendnlent
i with Mr, Oliver in the chair,

Capt. Tatlow asked what the govern-

" ment proposed to do about the Supreme
| court sittings, which ordinarily would be

held in May, but which would not now
| be held until November.

Hon. Mr. Eberts offered an amendment
to the bill, providing that ali appeals
which should have been hecrc at the
Vancouver sitting may be heard at Vie-
toria where the case is urgent, and both
parties to the suit are agreeable.

Mr. Houston asked if there was any
way in which judges could be induced to
deliver the'r judgments in reasonable
time,

Hon. Mr. Eberts suggested that per-
haps if the California law was adopted,
where 2 bonus was given judges who de-
livered. their judgments within thirty

The House went into committee on the
Bill,

| days, it might be beneficial.

The bill was reported complete with
amecdments,

Municipal Clauses.

The Municipal Clauses Act Amendment
Bill was referred to the municipal com-
mittee,

Mineral Bl

The Minister of Mines moved the sec-
ond reading of this bill. . It provided for
few changes, as he agreed with the
mining committee that pending the work
of the mining commission there should
be as little tinkering as possible with
the act. Omne of the provisions of the
Lill allowed work on trails and roads to
be counted in the diseretion Jf the gold
commissioner as assessment work on
mines. This was attended with a certain
element of danger, and he was not par-
ticularly wedded to it.

Mr. Green feared the amendments
which might be offered by private mem-
bers. He thought it was time to call a
halt in amending that act at the
present time when propspectors were just
beg'nning to understand our laws. He
hoped the minister therefore would with-
draw the bill,

AMr. Smith agreed with this view in
part only, while Mr. Houston asked what
committees were for, if thefr suggestions
were not to be considered.

Capt. Tatlow suggested to the Minister
of Mines that in amending the act
it might be advisable to wmake special
resolutions regarding iron ore deposits
on the basis of a lower price as to im-
provements, and giving ' larger . aregs
than in‘the case of precious metals, maore
analogeus to the coal lands regulations
as to purchase price and royalty.

Mr, Martin moved that as the sessiom




