RECEPTION TO

RAND

SIR HIBBERT TUPPER

i

(Continued from page 1.)

. :

free people under the sun. And it is
an unfortunate thing that upon this
great measure time does not permit
that one of the many questions now
before you in this campaign to be thor-
oughly threshed ouﬁ? and yet hardly
a precedent exists for such a short
period in which the public are asked
to make up their mind. (Hear, hear.)

I have been taken to task—and I re-
gret very much that in regard to the
consideration of this question I am
compelled to refer to myself for a lit-
tle while—I have been taken to task
because with the best consideration I
could give to the great issue before us
I, a life-long Conservative, a dyed-in=
the-wool Conservative, bred  in the
bone, utterly unchangeable, as I:firme
ly believe, I have found it necessary
for the good of this province, for my
own interests, identified as they are
absolutely with this province, dared to
state publicly how T proposed to ex-
ercise my suffrage, and . that was to
vote for the while Liberal ticket. (Ap-
plause.) .

To my infinite regret and great sur
prise there are no Conservatives stand-
ing in the community im which I have
the honor to live, who are opposed to
this nefarious, outrageous and a.bsq~
lutely unprecedented railway bargain.
I was given an opportunity at Revel-
stoke this week, however, to speak in
support of a Conservative opposgd to
that bargain—a Conservative who is
going to win and beat a cabinet minis-
ter—on. the merits of this question,

For making that speech I have been
told that the government who told us
that they dissolved the House in order
to obtain our consideration and views,
the gentleman, forsooth, who is at
the head of the government at the mo-
meént, and who imagines he carries the
Conservative party in his pocket, has
breathed out animus terrible and awful
because I do not agree with him., He
has raked over my political history
and painted me in colors blacker even
than my old friends the Liberals:did
for twenty-twe years. Awful thought,
to be damned by a man so great, so
pure, so.holy. Well, I plod on my
weary way, ladies and gentlemen,  this
same leader of the party cannot bé
donsistent, as I will show you to-night,
in many things and certainly is not in
that. When he lays down the law and

Tattempts in Vancouver to read me, out
of the party he is forgetting the ap-
peals that he formerly made to me to
join him and stand for the rights and
interests of the province.. The gentle-

man, as I.will show you, .is nothing if
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not 'inconsistent. (Hear, hear.)
Young in Experience.

.-I must call your attention to one or
two remarkable statements he made in
this connection. In the first place he
asks you to discount my opinions- on
account of my inexperience. I served
my ‘country in parliament for twenty-
two years, and had the hono¥ of never
having been:defeated. in one of- the
most intelligent counties in the. Do-
minion. When I come to this railway
policy he says this of. me at Vancou-
ver: “He is young in the éxperience
of British Columbia, but in fifteen or
twenty years more may get wisdom
and understand this country.” 'The
old story about the little boy who said
he was glad he had a little baby broth-
er, but was awfully sorry he was so
terribly young. (Laughter.) He. says,
forsooth, that my interference in this
election “is the greatest help I have
secured.” So therefore I am  in. his
good books after all. .

My inexperience in this province is
so poor and weak that the very fact
I open my mouth is a great assistance
to my friend, Mr. McBride. But he ‘has
handed me over bag and baggage, body
and bones, to the Liberal party. He
has handed me over as a free gift.
John Oliver is welcome to me, and I
am no longer & member of the Tory

~party—because he says it. I was, and
am, tempted to put myself on a little
better standing in regard to honor and
experience and all that kind of thing in
British Columbia. {(APpplause.)

Therée was a time when this gentle-
man who warns you against my inex-
periénce solicited my ald on the plat-
form to make him Prime Minister of
British Columbia. I went into the fight
and’ did the best I could; he got in.
On October 9th, 1903—I was younger
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thén (laughter)—he sent me thisg tele-
gram; ‘“Must apologise for not writ-
ing to thank you for magnificent work
in my own and goveérnment’s behalf.
Will write. Richard McBride.” And
the great Richard wrote, and he said:
“Dear Sir Charles, I expected to have
seen you directly after the elections
and thanked you for the magnificent
work you performed on behalf of the
party during the campaign. The ma-
jority I got speaks eloquently on the
inroads you must have made on the
enemy’s camp, With very best wishes™
—to his young baby brother—‘“Dear Sir
Charles, very sincerely yours.” (Laugh-
ter and applause.)

This is an heirloom, and I propose to
hand it down. But let us just for a
moment destroy all this nonsense if
we can. Let us try to consider quickly
in regard to our exercise of the fran-
chise. Who iz Mr. McBride's leader in’
Dominion politics? A man who in his
early life voted the other way. (Hear,
hear.) Who is the chief of the Con-
servative organization in Vancouver?
A gentleman who voted for the Lib-
erals in 1896 whén I was turned out of
office. The party whip has lost its
sting in this century of Canada’s when
we are called on to.consider a serious
thing. (Hear, hear.)

Opinion of Green.:

In discussing me, Mr..McBride is re-
ported- as follows: - “After raking over
the history of Sir Charles he shouted:
‘Oliver may have him; we have done
with him; we don’t want him.” So L
get no telegram. My name is no more
congidered a_decent political quantity,
and why? Bécause I could not toler-
ate a colleague who had the good opin-
ion and confidence-of Mr. MéBride, but
who is a man. who wasg guilty of mal-
feasance in office, R. 'F. Green. This
gentleman is a decent- political quan-
tity in the Premier's estimation; thank
God in his estimation I am not. (Hear,
hear.) Then- hé says that at Revel-‘;
stoke the other night I “had the au-
dacity to speak of his loyalty to our
party, as if we wanted him; gentlemen,
we do not want him.”

I have no such audacity. What I said
at Revelstoke was thig, that if the gov-

the railway policy as it-was up to the
time of the revelation to Mr. Tatlow
and Mr. Fulton T would have voted -for
it. But that I could not turn so
quickly as thesSe gentlemen who con-
stitute your ministry; that I could not
change my considered views; but I
made no such ridiculous statement as
he takes for his text to breathe ana-
He says T told

bled for better terms. I said that if on
any sufficient better.ternfs my party
flinched or failéed I would desert them
in a minute, at a large and enthusiastic
Conservative meeting in the opera
house. in: that-city.. .. ‘

= Bottom Out of Better Terms.

I say this whole railway campaign
has knocked -the - bctto.m ‘out -of the
whole question of' better terms for
ever. The rallway policy is based on
grounds and considerations that make
that demand absotutely ridiculous.
(Hear, -hear.) All Conservatives who
attach importance to that question,
and an importani questfon it was,

‘must Whderstind ¥hat tHe retiirn of the

Mc¢Bride government to power kills
that question once for all and releases
Mr. Borden. .’ ¢ ¥
At Révelstoke, since he referg to the
speech, I ventured to say that in my
opinion, having regard to the revenue
and charges on the finances we could
raise, I was absolutely at a loss to un-
dérstand the réason, unless Mr. Green
was at the bottom of it. I said I had

ino proof he" was, but I suspected he

was the power behind the throne, that
he ~'was -ithe man who breathed the
breath of life into this’ nefarious' bar-
gain. (Hear, hear,) pee
McBride’'s Ambition,

Now I will tell you why we are to

endorse thig note for twenty-one mil-
lions and sbme odd interest; Mr. Mc-
Bride has let the cat out of the bag. It
is to sooth his vanity.™ His head is
larger than it used to be. I have his
words here in hig speech at Vancouver
last night where. he said, without for
a moment attempting to make a joke
or to provoke laughter, that Sir John
A. Macdonald had a monument jn the
Canadian Pacific and that on account
of the construction of the Grand Trunk
Pacific Canadians will have the right
to place. Sir Wilfrid Laurier on a. pe-
destal by the side of Sir John.
- And now let me glve you his own
words, because I could not do. justice
to this without them: *Though Sir
John and Sir Wilfrid would loom large
there would stHll remaian a - page de-
voted to the extension of the Canadian
Northern through-'British Columbia as
B gpeat factor in the development of &
\mighty country.” We can fill in the
gap, we know- the other man., (Laugh-
ter and applause.) You know in that
wonderful cathedral of St. Paul’s if you
look for a monument to the architect
you are -admonished to look around;
and if this government is returned you
and your children and your children’s
children will look around you to see
the monument to Richard. Sir Christo-
pher Wren McBride when they see the
tax gatherer coming in. (Renewed
laughter.) iy

‘We are being educated on- endorse-
ments and guarantees as well as - on
contracte, and in a short address it is
rather difficult to grip these things, be-
cause most of us have been brought up
to an idea that endorsing paper is a
thing which involves liability. King
George III. did not often make a joke,
but when his physician once told him
that gout was good for the system he
said for his part he preferred not to
have it. I for one prefer not to en-
dorse the paper of Mackenzie & Mann,
be they ever s0 rich, be they ever so
well off. (Applause.) The better off
they are the better they can afford to
do without it, (Hear, hear.)

‘Went Back on Policy.

We are told that Mr, Tatlow, Mr.
Fulton and your humble servant are
the only members of thé Conservative

policy. I can prove by the book that
not Mr. Fulton and Mr. Tatlow went
back on the policy of the govertiment,
but I can prove it up to the hilt that
Mr, McBride, Mr. Bowser and Mr, Cot-
ton deserted a policy on the 18th of
October the very antithesis. of the one
they now.ask us to approve. Mr. Tat-
low and‘Mr. Fulton were consistent,
whatever their reasons—which I re-
gret have not been given on thé plat-
form—and their colleagues were incon-

sistent,
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cause of these troubles.

Fifty cents a box, 6 for $2.50, trial
box, 25c. At dealers or from I'ruit-a-
tives -Limited, Ottawa.

many arguments pro and con and I
will attempt to deal only with the
salient features, but. one test I sub-
mit is good, it is whether this extra-
ordinary investment of ours, this ex-
traordinary undertaking, is legitimate
and proper with & population® such as
we have, with duties devolving upon it
such as we have.

We are dealing with a road with con-
nections: . across the continent and
touching the Rockies. It has been
guaranteed,. bonussed and has hag all
kinds of aid from Dominior and pro-
vincjal governmeénts up to the Rockies.
I ask you does anyone suggest that
Sir Wilfrid Laurier or Mr. Borden
would 'dare on the floor-of the House
to suggest that the Dominion should
guarantee these bonds. And if it is not
possible for either of these leaders of
public opinion in the federal assem-
bly to ask that does it not settle the
question whether a bagatelle of people
on the Pacific coast should undertake
a guarantee of that character?

What was our position down to this
fatal day when this memorandum, this
agreement, this bargain,
and entered into. by .the government.
The position was that In season and
out of season, when the McBride gov-
ernment went into power charged with
the rescuing of this province from a
state of financial chaos, as. it was
claimed, the position was whether we
résorted to taxes not known in
eastern provinces, these direct taxes;
when considerations were such, and
were permanent, in a province 97 per
cent, of which was mountainous, with
a scattered population, involving enor-
mous expenditure; where we had not

in the nature of local self-government.
That was a fair statement of the po-
sition taken. down to the last day of
last session. The government was be-
ing pressed in many matters and the
answer always was that it was im-
possible for them .as a government to
interfere beyond giving “decent encour-
agement to any transcontinental rall-
ways coming to our shores.”
The Government Policy,

I want to prove this by the language
of these gentlemen, and I -will prove it.
In the Canadian -Annual Review for
1808 Mr. MeBride is quoted as say-
ing: “By the very: force of our phy-
sical conditions' - we are 4nevitably
placed face to face '‘with enormous re-
sponsibilities and -obligations which re-
quire at the hands of our fellow-Can-
adians fair, decent and reasonable con-
sideration. For, gentlemen, it is indis-
putable that you are by far the most
heavily taxed portion of the Canadian
people. Your personal property tax,
your tax upon real ‘estate, and the
other revenues which accrue-to the
crown in this province are more, and
a -great deal more, per head than are
paid by your brothers and sisters east
of the mountains.” That was his po-
sition.

Mr. Cotton, one of the ablest men
who ever sat in the government and
one of the ablest financiers,- on Feb-
ruary 7,-1909, discussing these - things,
said: “It would be ulwise to ignore
the possibility of the amount realized

Wwith the result that the government
would have to lopk elsewhere for the
revenue required to meet the expendi-
ture. Even with the greatest care and
most prudent management the prov-
ince’s expenditure will continue to
grow and that fact must not be lost
sight ‘of in consideration of financial
matters.” Absolutely sound.

And Mr. Bowser, a noisy member of
the  government, in the House made a
speech—and he sent it to me: before
I was read out of the party, of course:
‘““We must remember, of course, that
this is a new country which requires’
a great deal of money to develop, either
by way of survey or putting in roads
and tralls for the transportation of the
settler and his effects.”

Kills Better Terms.

I have under my hand a statement
made by the Conservative party, used
by Mr. McBride, Mr. Cowan and my-
self, when fighting in the ranks with
them, as to the permanency of these
conditions which made our burdens so
hard. It was on this ground we plead-
ed with Sir Wilfrid Lauriér and then
with Mr. Borden, who - said on that
presentation: “I will pledge myself to
this, you are entitled to an impartial
tribunal to éxamine your claims andg if
found well-founded to have them re-
adjusted.” When we are told in the
heat of this campaign, as we are. that
we have money, and money to *ourn,
that if this road defaults and there
is a liability of forty-five millions on
us in thirty years we can pay it off
without feeling it, then we must say
that if that is so—and this govern-
ment being returned would nail us
down to that—and we compare our-
selves with other provinces and talk

does only half its work, leaving three- |

{ ment to these undertakings; but let us
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of having to have special treatment
they are placing the Conservative party
in the Dominion in a most difficult po-
sition. (He?ir, hear,)

Coming back to the railway, let me
prove this from guotations under oath
by Mr. McBride in the Kaien Island
inquiry, when he was asked questions
by Mr. Paterson; from a speech which
Mr. McBride made at Duncan not long
ago,’in 1908, and from Mr. Bowser, who
made a speech on this subject for the
government in the legislature last ses-
sion, You will see that I quote these
references in order to make good my
| point as to the mystery of that sud-
den change of front in one night—poor
Messrs. Tatlow and Fulton only al-
lowed to think of it as they sleep—
that up to that théir policy was to give
decent treatment and encouragement
to:any trunk line following the G. T. P.
and C. P. R. and nothing more. The
reason was given with the full know-
ledge: that their surveyors were in the
field, finding grades, arranging surveys,
locating lines at that time.

In reference to that that was the
policy of the government, and, so far
as it represents the Conservative party,
of the Conservative party down to
that houf. Mr. Oliver had been presss
ing for some'activity, some overt act
in” regard to" raflways generally. The
answer of the government was to point’
out 'to Mr. Oliver, “Look @t the 500
miles built since we have put'the finan-
cial affairs on a good basis without the
expenditure of a single dollar.’” To that
they adhered till; presto, change.

Must Pay Through Nose,

In the Kajen Island inquiry Mr. Pat-
erson asked Mr. McBride: “Well, you
must take from that there was no prob-
ability in the assumption ihat any
other road would come into the pro-
vince and want to acquire this land?”
Mr, McBride said: “I do not say that
at all. If any road’comes . in in thé
future it will have to pay its way.
This is a pioneer road, and’'you must
understand "that a ploneer road will
secure advantages which will not fall
to roads that come in afterwards. That
has been the :history of every trans-
continental road that has ever gone )
into a ‘provinte—for example, the Can-
adian Pacific railway and the Northern
Pacific. Why, some ‘of ‘those have been
induced by large bonuses to come into
a country, While othef roads have had
to pay right through the nose for the
privilege of following them in.”’

At Duncan he 'is more specific; speak-
ing on June 6th, 1908, he tells ‘all rail-
ways: “We have the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific; we wish ‘to see more of Mr. Hill's
roads; we have the C. P.'R. building,
and presently, -no doubt, we will -have
Mackenzie & Mann knocking at our
doors.” He was a gooll dreamer, “Let/
us give decent, intelligent- encourage-~

give nothirg ‘more.”

But suppose- he does not speak for
the' governmerit, let us call on the
great attorney-general. What does he
tell the House? He undertook to destroy
Mr. Oliver in..a . speech. He declares
that where population comes the rail-
ways will follow unasked, and that
““‘we have not eonsidered it wise to de-
part from the policy as laid down by
us.”’ ~ That i384n February, 1909, Ac-
cording fo'/thes Conservative’s faith,
quite right,” and ‘until October 19th it
was the polfey. At the conclufion of
the same speech the- attorney-general
says the governhment has so dealt .with
public affairs that the great majority
are satisfied..So it is not to satisfy you,
but Mackenzit & Mann that the new
policy is launched! He has ‘“no doubt
what verdict will be returned by the
people’’—all pn the policy I have just
adverted to. ; 2

What will . Mr, McBride say to his
leader in Domiinion’affairs? From page
9002 of Hansard I find that on August
18th, 1903, Mr. Borden said: ‘“There is
no reason' why we should build com-
peting lines through the Rocky Moun-
tains.”

‘Wild and Unconsidered.

When this. memo. saw the light—
light on October 80th—I ventured to
say- that it was unwise and uncon-
sidered. I was blamed. for that. That it
was not a reasonable contract I can
show you from.the statements of Mr.
McBride and Mr. Bowser, All the in-
teresting features are eliminated from
the memo.,-and are not to be found in
it. It has been proved up to the hilt
nthat it was wild and unconsidered. You
know what the agreement is. It is com-
plete. Why was it kept secret from
QOctober 19th to October 30th? Why was
the Hoyse dissolved? Was ‘it not' to
take your opinion and mine?

There had,been murmurs; two cabis-
net ministers had been forcibly ejécted
because they could not approve. They
were never asked to consider this bar-
gain- or supposed bargain. But murs
murs began and the subseguent miemo.
came from Mr. McBride as to things
not there, but which he would try and
have put . thére! This document' has
been much ¢riticizéd, In terms it says
it is a basis of an agreement, ;

Mr. McBride on October 30th in that
manifesto says it contafns the core of
an agreement, Mr. Mann says .in an
interview in the Toronto News that it
contains just what the propositions are,
and Mr, McBride last night at Vancou-
veér Said he had closed 'the bargain on
these terms. I h&ve no doubt that it is
the bargain, good, bad or indifferent,
and as I briefly trace all the things
people say I tell you Mr. McBride has]
‘Nno more power to obtain them from
Mackenzie & Mann than I have. (Hear,
hear.)

If ithis government is returned Mac-
kenzie & Mann have a moral right, if
théy have riot 4 legal right, to-insist
on that contract under the sign manual
of the premier of British Columbia be-
ing implemented as it stands. Moroe
that that, I say to you that neither
you nor I will ever See Mackenzie &
' Mann yield one inch from the position
they take with regard to rates and
the control of rates.

‘“No Control of Rates.”

They could not do it; the road could
not be built if the company was to
be obliged to be subject to the gov-
ernment as to control of rates. A road
involving $65,000 a mils has to pay
fixed charges. They have to raise suf-
ficient revenue for interest om bonds,
for operating expenses, and to do all
that have to raisé what the traffic will
stand. It will be absolutely impossible,
and as Mackenzie & Mann said to Mr.
McBride, according to Mr. McBride,
they would not agree to it. We stand
here with nothing but. Mr. MeBride's
promise that he will try to get Mac-
kenzie & Mann- to do this, that' and
the other.

I will telF you what the bargain does
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not contain. There_, is no clause, as
when the Dominion government guar-
anteed bonds—not on trunk lines, but
on branches to rich grain fields—guar-
anteed bonds at 3 per cent.,, and gave
some $6,000,000 on guarantee they put
in the contract not only that rates
should not be higher then fixed by the
contract, but that the road should not
be able to szl or lease to the C. P. R,
in order that there should be competi-
tion. What do we sée here to-day? The
organ of the Canadian Pacific in this
province; the Province, at first seemed
to be on the fence. Time elapsed,

dated on October 19th, .and seeking thetenougi to communicate with Montreal

to ascertain Sir Thomas Shaughnessy's
views, and now the Province is out hot
and strong for this bargain.

Do you suppose that if this is going
to mean serious competition the C. P
R. would be so acquiescent? Whether
they have no fear at all of an inde-
penderit line through the mountains re-
ducing rates, or whether they think
this will fit into their plans, which, so
far as developed, amount to this, that
anticipating competition with the G. T.
P, they are double tracking their line,
and have it done almost all the way
across t6 the mountaing, and if Mac-
kenzie & Mann can pull off something
like this they can deal with them,
and nothing in the contract will stop
them. There arée no provisions in re-
gard to the control of rates.

No Sinking. Fund. ;

“There is .no .provision in regard to a
sinking fund. If a road under railway
financing proposes to pay off the bonds,
the only manner in which it can be
done is to-provide a sinking fund, and
80 every year a portion of the earnings
go to that and the fund is available
at the end of the period, but where, as
nearly always, fhe,v exchange their
bonds for guaranteed stock, they use
what would be otherwise used for sink-
ing fund for terminals and other
things, and exchange the bonds for
guaranteed stock. But they do not dis-
cuss that in the contract.

There is no proviston for a deposit
nor a substantial guarantee, nor is
there any provision for simultaneous
construction from eithen end. How we
Tories yelled on the G, T. P. contract
for simultaneous construction. Where
is the clause in the agreement; where
is there anything undér Mackenzie &
Mann’s hand intimating that they will
build that in any other way than they
see fit? So in regard to the inspection
&€f the books and many -other things.
The other day in the House at Ottawa
Mr. Burril, in discussing the G. T. P,,
said: “We pledged our credit, let them
pledge their stock.” There is 55 millions
C. N, R. stock, why should we not ask
them to pledge their stock when we
are pledging our credit?

Mr, Bowser has said, although the
contract does not contain a worll about
it: “We also got them to agree to buy
all their supplies-in British Columbia.”
But then, horrible proviso, “providing
they can purchase on the same terms
as in. the eastern provinces.”
(Laughter.) Another thing, he also sald
was that the contract gave ten years
exemption from taxation—it is four-
teen, by the way—and the same as the
prairie provinces had already done.
That is incorrect. :

Hon. 7. H, Agnéw, treasurer.of Man-
itoba, speaks with delight of having

L}

wrung out of Mackenzie & Mann the
right to tax the railway and bring in
a handsome revenue.

Island Construction,

Mr.-McBride told us on October 30th
that there was a provision for simul-
taneous construction on the island and
the mainland. It is not in the con-
tract. There is no document under the
sign mantal of either party. We will
see later on that in Vancouver the
premier spoke of its construction be-
ginning on the coast and working east.
I notice that Mr. Bowser sald, when
discussing the G. T. P. agreement, “in
addition to this they have made an
agreement that construction should be
startéd from the Pacifi¢ coast.” That
is a concession wrung out of the G. T.
P., but there is hond wrung odut of the
C. N. R. Mackenzie & Mann did all
the wringing. (Hear, hear.)

Question of Rates.

I come now to rates.
moment, according to a return brought
down by the minister of railways this
very year, 1909, Hon. Mr. Graham says
that taking the average rate for pas-
sengers and freight charged on. the
C. N..and C. P., though the C.:N. R.
has no mountain section, the rates aver-
age on the C, N. R. ten per cent high-
er than on the C. P, R. Starting with
that we come to this gquestion. - Ths
contract does not say a word about it,
and, before the agitation began to have
some Interest of that kind conserved to
us, Mr. Bowser explained that the gov-
ernment had been unable te obtain
any such concession; it was explained
to the government—that is. Mr. Mec-
Bride and Mr. Bowser—that the railway
commission would satisfactorily deal
with that question just as in Manitoba.

Just think of our interests being in
the hands of men so well informed as
that. Instead of that Mr. Roblin had a
contract not merely giving control over
the C. N. R. rates but beginning with
& reduetion on grain, salt and coal, and
these have been steadily made, hand-
ing back to the farmers millions of
dollars since that went into force, Yet
here is our responsible representative
telling us this was done by the rail-
way commission.

‘Was that what happened? It was not,
although Mr. Bowser said so, because
if you believe Mr. McBride, Mr. Heaps
came over to Victoria, had an inter-
view with the premier and came back
to Vancouver and reported to the board
of trade that Mr. McBridé said he had
attempted to obtain that concession but
that Mackenzie & Mann told him that
it would effect the sale of their bonds
if it was in the contract.

There is no such agreement in the
case. In closing 'his speech Mr. Mec-
Bride said that they are going to
sweep the country, that 45 per cent. of
the Liberals are supporting his railway
policy, and he is cajoling us into sup-
porting him by thinking that they are
going to try again with Mackenzie &
Mann to obtain that concession. Are
we .going to trust-our Sir Christopher
Wren McBride, with that ambition of

1 his, te try to get this concession from

Q{ackmzle & Mann? I‘trow not. (Hear,
hear.) There are many other import-

At the present,

ant matters, but that has been tMrown
away absolutely.
There Are No Precedents.

Jorsooth, with all their afgument,
for that Mr. McBride claims they had
precedents. - He first tried to get in
under Sir, Wilfrid Laurier’s umbrella.
He said that Mackenzie & Mann came
here with an  introduction from Sir
Wilfrid ‘Laurjer. Surely that would
satisfy ‘all good Liberals! Then, they
came here with an introduction from
the Manitoba government. Surely that
would satisfy all good Conservatives!
All this comes“up to this, that the policy
to be put in here kad proved eminently
satisfactorily in Manitoba.
- But the contracts are quite different.
In Manitoba what was the case? The
greatest granary in the world, the huge
wheat fields, and fine settlers, served
Some of them with 'seven railways all
in the hands ‘of the "Northern Pacific,
it was thought that the Northern Pa-
cific railway would sell to the C. P. R.
and the_ rates, which were relatively
and enormously high, would be main-
tained and the farmers be injured. Mr.
Roblin came into the field and with
-great statesmanship, as it seems to me,
acquired the seven leased lines from
the Northérn Pacific railway. They
were valued as they stood at seven
million dollars. They were built, and
coupling them on to' a railway through
Rainy river to the lakes the govern-
ment followed a plan whereby at a cost
of 17 millions these roads went over
to the C. N. R., but'on what consid-
eration? :

Such & reduction of rates afd such
terms that the C. P. R., instead of ziv-
ing silent sympathy to the scheme, as
here, came immelliately to Mr. Roblin
and made a proposition to pay $761,000
in cash &nnually if, instéead of carry-
ing that contract 6ut, they would hand
the roads over to them. The province
got control of rates, got the right to
tax instead of exempting them; though
the railway taxation act would give
exemption they secured that right.

e Manitoba’s Case.

Mr. Roblin in 1905 told Mr. Hughes
that a million and a half on one crop
in saving of rates had been secured
from the C. N. R. But our ministers
tell us that we are safe in the hands
of the railway commission. The gov-
ernment of Manitoba has the right to
hand out its rate and fix the rate on
grain, fix the rate on salt; fix the rate
on coal! “~r that railway. Of course
they must exercise cautipn; they are
guarantors and must ses that there is
enough to pay fixed charges.

Let me give you Mr. Agnew’s spe
Our attorney-general thought Muni-
toba did not secure control of rates—

\because Mr. Mann told him so. MMr

‘Agneéw sald: “The first benefit that the
province ‘receives under the C. N

is an absolute control of rates, an
prominent railway man who is
position to know has stated that the
receipts of the raiiway compa
would be greater by two millions
for the concessions wrung from the:
by the government. Besides this, by the
agreement, the exemption of taxes
made by the Greenway governmean
though unexpiped, has been done awa’
with, The taxes recelved from the !
N.'R. durin§ the last year were $10,6

(Concluded on page '7.)
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