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Linti ng
whi

an he wae snowbound •re,

row, tent lemon, i’ros the evidence I thiruc you will appreciate that 
he ms ir, a difficult position. $«ot only was he unable to get out 
or acoourt of the snow, but he also v?nb seed with having no tncilities 
to let ar. y one know where he m s. It is there fee* e qui be understand­
able that it was not until some time after that that he arrived buck
in finripe Then, this compassionate situation appeared and he 
wire the unit, which w the proper tain * to do, and t -m e pro­
ceeded to i’orettto. ow, that if a ouestionable point — as to 
whether -e should -ave waited for a reply or not. From what I under- 
Etn 'id of the evidence, then no reply at all. I think it was 
quite unreasonable for him to proceed back immediately to the unit, 
one* iavirr applied for leave, and perhaps on arriving back here 
firlirg the leave had bee; granted and then hevl ng to go all the way 
back east attain. Besides, the coup*nsionate situation ae represented 
was urgent and it is quite understandable why he immediately assured 
t.,e leave would be granted and went on to Toronto.

I don't propose review!;. all is difficulties on re-ertcriiv, 
dar)tla e,: 1 the trouble he had getti fro;- Toronto cut here again.
A great many of those circumstances were beyond his control and he 
d id arrive out here ust a bon- s quick Iv as the situation remitted. 
Whet, he arrived back he undoubtedly should have reported in end not 
been found in town as he s. However* the very fact t. at a was 
appeler4"4. ir urlfor» so clo ^ to - r.o'e s‘.nticn, after tefi rg 
wired arA v.ritten the ur.it several times durlr.-q his absence, all 
fit r: • çly su-* -est that even if he was actually absent without leeve, 
it aertalEly not with - he intention of staying away, which, after 
- '.1, does constitute • essence of 1 e sert Ion.

To sur up, •. ntlener., he didn't desert. If he ms absent without 
l*-,i ;-7 it - only tdrcUi a series of ndl Sunders ta ndin ,*a and doubts, 
and as the :aan did not know whettier his applicable». for ext en sion of 
leave had even bean granted or rot he assumed he was quite legitimately 
absent.

ie.-artls • lose of kit, It Isn't t. if he was absent at fc.-.a tit*
-cet hi* - it. He we ’Oint; or, li .79 at the tits, and there is evt- 

denoe U: at he he a authority to entrust .is kit to saseone else. Then 
we have ïTlvate ôcrg's statement that he accepted responsibility for 
«** of the accused's kit. .ieyiRUr.6 to the di.posiUOB of that kit,
It le pretty well accepted In the Arcy that a tan's kit le unprotected 
physically ever. If It Is stored in a barrack block which is locked, ae - 
a look can still be broker.. .cmever, during this i*n*e absence i>em
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