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VV-é_sfte"r'nllMémbérs Outspoken at Party Caucus
.at Which Both Sides Are ‘Heard—Geuneral
Revision After Study by Minister of Finance
and Eastern and Western Members.

Ottawa, March 20—Although no definite promises  of tariff reform’ were
nade in so many words at the Unionist caucus this morning, Sir Thomas
White’s statement that “He saw no insuperable difficulties in the way of dealing
vith the tariff in such a manner as would carry the judgment of the Unionist
sarty as a whole,” is read that way by western members in view of the fact

that he had just heard them say that

1ave a substantial reduction in the tariff, and to have it now.

" In the seties of seven-minute speeches by which members of both east and
west expressed their tariff viewsy there were no threats and no loud talk-
Ings; everybody stated his views moderately and none adopted a chip-on- |
thoulder attitude. Sir Thomas White’s conciliatory address at the outset |
helped in this, but all scemed satisfied that the government had gone as far|
1s it could under present conditions, when Sir Thomas stated that anndunce-
ments would be made during the present session as to immediate tariff meas-
ures which, in his opinfon, would suit the Unionist party and the country as

.
In Hands of Government,

Sir /Thomas, though speaking in a
conciliary manner both at the opening
and the close of the caucus, made it
clear that he stood on the practice of
having the government responsible for
the tariff as for any other policy. He
stated the other day that the caucus
was held only for their government to
hear expression of views, but the gov-
ernment did not intend to give any
promises or intimations one way or the
other. His general , statement ‘above
quoted is being taken, however, as such
an intimation. It must be added that
Sir Thomas emphasized the necessity of
looking at the question from a national,
-ather than a sectional point of view,
nd stated that the national interest
:nd’ welfare would be the sole interests
onsidered in the tariff ultimately ad-
pted. - '

Theére was no doubt, he said, that
he tariff needed a general revision such
5 it'had had in 1896 and 1897 and 1907.

> pointed out that there had been a

tial revision in 1914 and that a gen-

4l revision would have been made in
916 after a full inquiry by ministers
f it had not been for the war. As soon
s normal conditions are restored, Sir

Thomas declared that this general re-|

risiof would have to be made, and that
t wb'uld be aecomplished after inquiry
oy the minister of finance assisted by
castern and. western ministers and after
all conflicting interests had stated their
views, s

All Groups Represented,

It may be said that in the caucus over
which Sir Thomas White presided, there
was sufficient diversity of opinion fair-
ly to represent the different groups in
Canada. There were men there who be-
lieved in free trade and others who
thought high protection necessary, but
not one talked as though his views could

\
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the west was inflexibly determined to

people may try to make us seem. We
know that Canada’s interests have to:be
taken as a whole, but we determined that
the west shall not be left out in consid-
ering those interests. I think we have
shown ourselves reasonable in the mese
fact that the British Columbia meémbers
are now meeting with us, British Colum-
bia wants protection on fruit and lum-
‘ber and we do not want to sacrifice her
interests entirely in order to protect our
owa, no more than we want to get what
we wan{ at the expense of any consider-
able group in the east, but we think our
common interests are not so far apart as
they may seem.”

Favoring the Masses,

Some of the western ‘members who
spoke -indicated that they were not so
much interested in sweeping away the
tariff as changing its insistence on things

[be expected to predeminate without the
other fellow’s views being given a show.

Colonel J. A. Currie, member for
North Simcoe and the arch-apostle in this

greatly needed by the masses of people.
‘The tariff, they believe, should go as high
a3 is constent with getting the most rev-
enue on luxuries, but should be lowered
or disappear altogether on things abso-
lutely necessary: for’the poer. 'T'he war
super tax could’even stay as far as they
were concerned for -such items. They
felt that on leather goods, for example,
costly goods should come under the tariff
and the cheaper goods be free.

For example one member stated that
boots and shoes under $7 and $8 should
be admitted free, while a woman willing
to pay $15 for a pair of stylish boots
should be able to afford o duty as well.

parliament of protections, was not pres-
ent, and the “Ginger” group was mainly |
conspicuous by its absence, Some of the |
western members did not fail to notice |
this and to say that the west was show-
ing itself more moderate and less trucu-
lent than a certain group of eastern mem-
bers.

“But the west has its extremists as
well,” warned one man, “and if you do
not listen to us, heaven help you with
the next bunch of members the west will
send you. They won’t compromise on
anything, so if you are wise you will do
the right thing and the right thing is to
give a substantial reduction now.”

That was the attitude of the whole
western group—a substantial reduction
now.

The eastern members also'spoke, some
seeing the same light that the westerners
did and others indicating just why they
thought the government should “go,
slow” about making reductions. James !
D. Chaplin, member for Lincoln and
president of the Welland Vale Mfg. Co., |
a Conservative before he was a union- |
ist, drew plaudits from western members |
especially when he declared that so fmi
as his business was concerned he could,
other conditions being equal, get along
without any tariff at all, and that he did
not fear American competition at all if
dumping were prevented. It was stated
afterwards that Mr. Chaplin meant by
“other conditions being' equal,” that if
the United States removed is ‘tariff
against his goods he was perfectly will-
ing to meet American competition in
Canada as long as he could invade the
American market as well. It is known '
that Mr. Chaplin has already done sd,
having a factory at Detroit as well as
those in Cecnada. Manufacturing costs
are about the same in both countries, the
only difference being that a large market
of 100,000,000 people permits a more per-
manent specialization and standardization
of factory processes than is possible with
a smzall market.

Each western member went to the
caucus either with a letter in his pocket
from Wm. R. Wood, M. P. P, secretary
of the Manitoba Grain Growers’’ Asso-

mind. !

This letter, containing a resolution
passed by the grain growers, says: “We
look to western members of the house
of commons for an inflexible stand on the
farmers’ platform.”

After pointing out that the war is over
and that there should be no delay in
tariff changes which will favor the de-
velopment of agriculture which is the
basis industry of Canada, the resolution
goes on to say: “The time for relief is
long overdue and western Canada, having

form of the Cancdian Council of Agri-
culture, requires that the government at
the present session take definite action
there is no reason why substantizl pro-
gress should not be made at once.” Fur-
ther on the resolution adds: “The ex-
orbitant cost of living to the common
people must be reduced if actual want is
to be avoided.”

“Did you take any inflexible stand on
the farmers’ platform?” your correspond-
ent asked one of the western members
afterwards.

“We do stand on that platform and we
expect that union government will make
that ‘substantial progress’ spoken of in
the resolution. We are responsible people

ciation, or with its contents fresh on his |

formulated its views in the national plat- |

He thought that woolen goods needed by
everybody should have a low duty, while
the tariff on furs only bought by the well-
to-do and the rich, shiould have the tariff.
No member wanted to defend diamonds
from the tariff.

Sir Herbert Ames, member for St. An-
toine division, Montreal, and a larbe
manufacturer of boots and shoes, thought
that it was better to defer action on
leather goods for a year, and dezl with
them after an inquiry at which all sides
could be heard.

Among those who spoke at the caucus
in addition to, Sir Thomas White were
Dr. Chas. Sheard, member for Toronto
South; Jas. D. Chaplin, member for Lin-
coln; John Best, member for Dufferin;
John A. Maharg, member for Maple
Creek; F. L. 'Davis, member for Necpa-
wa; T. J. Stewart, member for Hamilton
West; Frank Stewart Scott, member for
Waterloo South, and a manufacturer;
Geo. W. Allen, member for Winnipeg
South; Henry A. Mackie, member of 1id-
monton East; Levi Thompson, member
for Qu’Appelle; Sir Herbert Ames, mem-
ber for St. Antoine;’ Sir Sam Hughes,
member for Victoria, who stated that
though a protectionist, e did not want
a tariff which pressed unduly on any
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FAIRVILLE STRIKE
BEFORE MEETING
Delegates Appointed to Wait
on Provincial Government
Regarding Legislation De-
sired—Convention Supports
Moncton’s Claims—Import-
ant Declaration of Princi-
ples Annunciated — The
Housing Problem.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Fredericton,, March 20—The Thursday
afternoon gession. of the N. B. Federa-
tion of Labor convention dealt with sev-
eral new resolutions which were brought
up by the various delegates.

The secretary’sereport was read and
was ordered to be handed to the com-
mnittee for officers’ reports, .

The report showed a membership of
2,500 members for the last year. The
report of the past president, J. L. Sugrue,
was read and ordered handed to the
Same committee. ' The convention then
placed itself ‘on record to the_effect that
the salary of the labor representative
of the Workmen’s Compensation Board
should be increased to:the same amount
as that of the other members,

A splendid address on vocational
training was delivered by Fletcheér Pea-
cock, following which a vote of thanks
was extended to Mr. Peacock by the
meeting.

Non-Union Cigars,

The report of\the committee on un-
ion labels was read and a list of the
names of those cigars which at the pres-
ent were non-union made was read, and
the delegates were requested to take a
list- of the same back te. their locals.

The committee also reported that or-
ganized labor would be greatly advanced
b]y demanding that the union-label be
Placed . on wearing - gpparek - tobsccos
tools  and" printed. 'matiés, ‘and ‘recom.
mended in- future that’ }
ing the N. B. Federdtioh; have at desst
two bona fide union labiéls on ' their
| wearing apparel. gL e R
| The Tepott of the resolution copimit-
| tee. was ‘adopted 'as a iwhole and the
committee was discharged. 4

The. following' delégates’ were off mo-

se'd%nof the-tommppitggi@onald Suth-
erland, member fo Oxff thiRR. C.
Henders, members for ‘M lons

Dr. Michael Clark, member for Ked Deer.
* It was the impression of most of the
western members that the inguiry on
which a general revision of the tariff will
be based would take place before the next
session of parliament and probably start
this summer.

Ottawa, March 20—The government
; caucus on the tariff which opened this
| morning at 11 o’clock was the.- most
i largely attended of the session. The
purpose of the caucus'is to hear the
views of the Unionist members as to
what the fiscal and ttade policy of the
Igove'rnment ought to be. According to
lthe debate on the address the two ex-
| tremes of opinion as to the tariff were
| expresséd in the house by ‘members of
! parliament in attendance at today’s cau-
‘cus, Colonel J. A. Currie voicing the
| protectionist viewpoint and J, A. Ma-
| harg, of Maple Creek, president of the
| Saskatchewan Grain Growers, that of
| the western farmers.

The western viewpoint was em-
phasized in a letter received this morn-
ing by all western members from Will-
iam R. Wood, M.L.A., secretary of the
| Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association,
i containing a resolution passed by the
grain growers, which said:

“We look to western members of the
house for an inflexible stand on the
farmers’. platform.”

The. resolution states that
| ture is the basic industry of Canada and
| that as the war is over there should be
no delay in regard to tariff changes.

' “The time for relief,” says the resolu-
‘tion, “is long overdue and western Can-
ada having formulited its views in the
national platform of the Canadian coun-
cil of agriculture requires that the gov-
ernment at the present session take def-
inite action. There is no reason why

as agricul-

at once.”
exorbitant cost, of living to the common

is to be avoided,”

At the conclusion of the caucus which
was prolonged, Sir Thomas White stat-
ed ;that twenty-five members had taken

allowed seven minutes each. The tariff
only was discussed and he

a reasomable conclusion which would

Unionist party. He said the discussion
was conducted with moderation
there was no suggestion of schism.

Sir Thomas stated to the Canadian
Press that he had pointed out to the
caucus that a general revision of the
tariff had taken place periodically as in
1896 and 1907,

There had been, he said, a partial re-
vision in 1914 and a general revision,
after a full enquiry by ministers would
have taken place in 1914 but for the
war,

It was stated, said Sir Thomas, that
after normal conditions returneq a gen-
eral revision would be necessary, Thijs
should be accomplished after an inquiry
by the minister of finance assisted by
western and eastern ministers whe could
hold conferences at which those having
conflicting ‘interests could attend and all

could be fully considered. In the mean-
time the acting prime minister said he
was confident that measures could be
taken and announcement made as to
the futnre which would carry the judg-
ment of the Union following and would
Inot be a detriment to the national in-
terest.

plégates attend- |

substantial progress should not he made |

the different- interests of the country |

The resolution says further that “The |

people: must be reduced if actual want

part in the discussion, and they were !

v expressed |
the opinion that no insuperable difficul- |
ties presented themselves to arriving at |
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WAR-SAVINGS
STAMPS

The housewife is economizing in
‘comfortable ways and investing in War-
Savings Stamps at $4.02 each this
month. In 1924, when these stamps are
redeémed at $5.00 each, every dollar

will have greater purchasing power.

‘The business man is cutting off small and
unnecessary expenditures and buying War-
Savings Stamps. He knows his money is avail-
able any time he really needs it, with added
interest. $5 for $4 in five years is an excellent

return on money otherwise idle.

.

| School children are buying Thrift $tamps
at 25 cents each and are filling their Thrift

Cards in order to acquire a War-Sav:i:g:
They are helpz’ g their country an

the habit of

i Sta.q:p.
acquiring

Men on the farms are buying W-S.S. be-
cause the Government uses the money to
finance export orders for the food raised on

Canadian farms.

This makes their market sure.

Men, women and children of all ages
and conditions of life, are investing in W-S.S,
because it is a convenient way to“build a bond”.
The security is absolute and the interest is
unusually high. Some day they will look back

with great satisfaction to the day

when they

bought their first War-Savings Stamps.

Have You Bought Your Stamp Today?

tion appointed to wait on the provincial
government concerning' the legislation
that was required: Delegates Tighe,
Campbell, Wilson, Sharpe, Steeves, Long-
ard, Legere, Haoley, McGinnis, Ryan
and Melvin.

Resolutions concerning the following
were passed: ;

That uniform ballot- be favored by
the conyention.?®

That a workers’ committee delegated
from the convention should be recognized
a proper body to arrange for the wages
and hours for the Nashwaak Pulp and
Paper Company’s men on strike at Fair-
ville.

That the Workmen’s Compensation
Act be amended to include the woods-
men, ’

That the secretaries of the different
international organizations throughout
the province be requested to communi-
cate with the various? headquarters to
send delegates for organization purposes
to the unorganized towns of their craft.

That the dominion employees be
brought under the operation of the
Workmen’s Compensation Act of the
province, and that the executive council
of the provincial government ask the
dominion government for legislation in
order that payments may be made to
such employees as promptly as possible.

That the city of Moncton as a rail-
road and geographical centre of the
maritime provinces be selected as the
location for maritime stock yards and
abattoir.

That there be placed on record the
opinion of the federation that there
should be maritime control of the C. N.
R. lines at Moncton co-ordinated with
the head offices at Toronto or elsewhere.

In connection with the last resolution
it was pointed out that the future of the

a4

maritime provinces would depend large-
ly on the maintcnance of organization
in the offices and extension of railway
shops at Moncton together with a strict
adhérence to the policy of the transpor-
tation of the trade of Canada over our
own railways and through our own
ports,

The resolution regarding five per cent
beer was laid on the, table indefinitely
as a result of divided opinion.

The report of the committee on re-
construction was as follows:

The world war has forced all people to
a fuller and deeper realization of the
menace to civilization contained in auto-
cratic control of the activities and des-
linies of mankind. It has opened the
doors of opportwnity, through which
more sound dnd progressive policies may
enter. New conceptions of human lib-
erty, justice and opportunity are to be
applied.

The New Brunswick Federation of
Labor as representing the organized la-
bor movement of this pmpvince presents
the following programme for the guid-
ance of its membership and recommends
its careful and thoughful consideration,
to leaders_ in all branches of life in the
province:

The establishing of democracy in in-
dustry can only be brought about by
organization. of the workers. It is es-
sential that workers should insist on
their right to organize. Through or-
ganization of industry will be provided
true co-operation between employer and
employees.

Many Problems Arise,

There are many problems arising
from production, transportation and dis-
tribution, which would readily be solved
by applying the methods of co-operation,
There is unlimited field for the con;

sumer, in which to establish co-opera-
tive buying and selling. Co-operation
protects the wage earner from the pro-
fiteer.

Independent political action is contin-
ually being urged by many labor organ-
izations. The vital, legislation required
can be secured through education of the
public mind .and the appeal to its con-
science. Provincial, municipal and civic
elections acts should onthin provision for
initiative, referendum, ‘recall and pro-
portional representation. Political action
might possibly divide the activities of
mcmbers and officers' and it would be
well to devote our energies to develop
to their logical conclusion policies al-
ready laid down for seetiring legislation
covering those conditions and provisions
of life ot subject to collective bargain-
ing with employes. i

Public or semi-public utilities whether
provincial or municipal should be own-
ed, operated and regulated by the gov-
ernment in the interest of the public.
Water powers of the province created by
nature should not be permitted to pass
into private hands fer exploitation.

Freedom of speech, press, public as-
sembly and association should be guar-
anteed. Public buildings should be at all
times available for use by the people for
discussion of public questions and activ-
ities in the interests of the community.
Workmen’s Compensation,

The compensation act should aim to
provide adequately for those incapitated
by industrial accidents.

Standards of wages should be estab-
lished that will gnarantee to the worker
an amount sufficient to maintain himself
and family in decericy and comfort, pro-
vide a competence for illness and old
age, and afford an opportunity to cul-
tivate the best that is within mankind.

In order temporarily to relieve em-

(Continued on page 12, first column.)
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