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| brated Dr. Tytler (trauslator of ** Cullimachus.”)

NOTES TO THE ABOVE ILLUSTHATIUN

AMES TYTLER was nv. son of a elergyman of
¢ the Scottish church, residing at Brechin, in
the county of Angus, and brother to the cele

Young Tytler derived his principal instruc
| tion from his father, who was a good classical &
holar; added to this, the boy became well AL a8 RRiY
rrounded in biblical literature and scholastic
theology—hut the study of medicine seemed to I - —
> most_in accordance with his tastes, |||'|
therefore apprenticed for some ti |
n in Forfar afterwards settled as an |

.I[H'hu wry at Leith I||~| te ul his employment
(which brought him in a tolerable income) he was 3
one of thore unfortunate persons who could not
keep away want from his door, and in 1772 he was
ohliged to take sanctuary within the precinets of
Holyrood-house (where debtors are safe from ar
rest). Whilst in the ** precinets of the sanctuary,’
he met with a severe trial, for his wife, doubtless
tired of her unhappy lot, and the troubles she had
undergone, left him, taking with her their five
children, and returned to her relatives,

Being unsuccessfu 1 evervthing that e had
‘I‘~1'v1‘w4~r.nb|‘.n‘l'n‘ h there was
no doubt an assignable canse, Tytler next turned
his attention to literat nd began his carcer
by a work entitled “ Egs on the me mportant
whjeets of Nutural and ealed Rehigion.” 'This
publication was issued from the debtors prison—
ind what was most singular abont it was, that
havinz by some means or other learnt the art and
mystery of print v enabled to ce the
t yp tozether, and he t only did that, but he
composed the matter entirely from his own con

ceptious, without « manuseript before him; and
after he had done this, he proceeded to print off
the work he had executed-—and this at a press of

his own construction. 'I'his singnlar work, which
was to have been published in two volumes, was,
however, left unfinished. The hooksellers after
wards engaged him, and kept him constautly
employed in composition, ahridgments, transla-
tions, and miscellaneous cssays.

Tytler was th ,,»n vipal editor of the ** Enevelo
peedia Britanniea the x‘\ part of which was

18811¢ ed yea 1 important
nd v n W he shed a large
proj h wntifi nd treatises,
but 1 the minor e had a room

en to him in the ¥ mg-ott . wi
med the office of compiler and corre
ress, at a salary of sixteen ‘lmp.\\-‘ly' He
next commenced ||':| dical called the ** Weekly

* Robert Burns, who was eontemporary with
Tytler, in & remark in one of the ch songs,
mentions him as an ** obscure, impelling, but ex
traordinary body, commonly known by the name
of * Balloon Tytle his having projected a
balloon. A mortal s 'l‘ ueh he trudges about
Edinburgh as o common printer, with leaky
she sky-lighted hat, and linen breeches, as
unlige George-hy-the-Grace-of-God, and Solomon
the-son-of-David, yet the same drunken mortal
is nmw| Anl iler of th fourthy of Elliot's
pomy

peedia Britannica, which he
w\‘l<l!'\'v'uv|u<| eck |




