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the lowest Income brackets. Surely noa one
would contend that a reduction of $6 in taxes
for a year is any appreciable amount of relief,
or $16 or $18 for one in the next bracket.
Would that be considered relief by any sane
per-san? Would that be considered as a great
amount, or the greatest possible amount of
relief? Surely flot.

Then hie said that hie was granting some
relief to aIl. I do flot know whether hie meant
there some relief to ail people in Canada, or
just somte relief to those in the incarne tax
brackets. If he meant some relief ta those in
the income tax brackets, then I think hie would
be right; but if he meant relief to ail the
people of Canada he is most definitely wrong.

I want to speak for a moment about those
persons who are flot in incarne tax brackets.
They are the ones who are being more
harshly treated than any other people in
Canada. And when one considers that those
persans ta wbom I refer forma about fifty per
cent of the families and people generally in
Canada, one realizes that a tremendous nurn-
ber of people are receiving no relief whatso-
ever. In fact, their living standards are being
greatly lowered by the continual increase in
prices, and the rising cost of living, as I have
already indicated.

At page 2554 of Ilansard, the minister said:
The exemption levels estabiished last year are

high enough ta exempt compieteiy from, tax
more than hall the people earning incarnes in
Canada.

That is an astounding statement, when the
minister bas the audacity ta stand in the
House of Commons-even though it was bis
first budget, and be may be inexperienced-
and say that aver haîf the people of Canada
are receiving no benefit wbatsoever, and then
in the samne hreath say tbat fifty per cent of
the people of Canada, if they are single, are
living on less than $750 a year.

The government of Canada should be
tborougbly ashamed of itself ta make tbat
admission ta ather cauntries, and ta the people
generally. It sbould he asbamed ta admit in
the samne breatb that over fifty per cent of
the people of Canada, if tbey are married, are
receiving less than $1,500 a year, and sbauld
be asbamed ta say that it expects that a family
could be maintained on that amount. That is
an outrageous disgrace.

Mr. LESAGE: It is flot true, if tbey have
cbildren.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I arn taking the minis-
ter's own word; if you want ta cantradict him,
yau can go ta it.

Mr. LESAGE: I do flot bave ta contradiet
1dm; but wbat you said is flot true.

[Mr. Johnstuîi.]

Mr. JOHNSTON: I want ta speak further
about these people. For instance, for a marnent
let us consider the aid age pensianer. I
believe the average pension runs between $23
and $30, acrass Canada. And when I give
those figures as the monthly payrnents, I arn
putting tbemn terrifically high. Wouid anyone
cantend for a marnent that Canada, such a
rich country, cannot produce sufficient ta give
aur elderly citizens a better standard of living
than that? I think that is one of the most
disgracefui tbings that ever occurred, ta expect
aur elderiy peaple-

Mr. MARTIN: Has the hon. gentleman
ever thought of having tbe goverfiment of
Alberta increase the amaunt?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I amn glad the minister
mentianed that, because Alberta was the first
province ta do that very tbing. And I say
ta the minister tbat even Alberta wouid bave
gone fartber at tha.t time, and would go
farther naw. taa, if the federai goverinent
would nlot turu around, and take it away from
tbe aid age pensianers.

Mr. MARTIN: Would the hon, gentleman
be good enough ta answer the question?

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 do not tbink I gat
the significance of the question. Wauld the
minister mmnd repeating it?

Mr. MARTIN: I suggest ta my hon. frir'nd
that perbaps be might ask, the governmnent of
Alberta ta do the very [bing be is asking this
parliament ta do.

MIr. JOIINSTON: I answered the minister,
because I said that Alberta was the firý;t
province in Canada ta do that very tbîng.
The - increased it ta a paint w'here. at the
prer-ent time, the pension in Alberta is $30 a
month.

Mr. LOW: And without, asking the federal
goveroment ta share in it.

M\'r. JOHN1ýSTON: And the point was this,
that if the prov incial goverfiment bad given
mare [hani that there wauid have been diffi-
culty, bccause there is a federal reguLatian
wvbereby, if more thýan $425 is received by tbe
pcnsioner, tbe federal gavernmcnt's contribu-
tion would be eut down. Sa that it. was unwise
for the provincial governiment ta give the
pensianers mare, witb anc hand, anly ta bave
the federal gov-erinment take it away fromt
them witb the ather.

Mr. MARTIN: The hion. member knows
that, is not; Sa.

Mr. JOHNSTON"ý: Yau explain it, tieu.


