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14th instant, at four o'; ock p.m., for the pur- this statement which I made yesterday af-
pose of giving the roy al assent to the Billsfects the position of a member of this
which have passed the Senate and House of fouse,fot only In bis capacity as a minister
Ccmmons during the present session. of the Crown, but also lu bis capaelty as

I have the honour to be, sir,a ebro hsHu, ndI tfte-
Your obedient servant, more recails the precedlng debate lu which

L. G. DRUMMOND, Major, leI was invited by the riglit bon. leader of
Gcvernor General's Secretary. the goverument ($Ir Wllfrid Laurier) ln this

The Honuurable fouse to formulate a charge, it will becone
Thie Speaker of the House ot Commons. evident that It wasi order for ne yester-

day to place my statement before the house
HRA ATiu order to safeguard my owin position ir-

f respective of any other proedure wic
rsould apply lu a case of this kind. In re-

ogard to the motion itself, Ihave followed
Cartier). Mr. Speaker, I now present to I the pretty strity the procedure whieh was

oouse the motion woah,etbellevew, was de-i e

The peaer o th Houe o Comons aevdt that iteas inrdSorpeyeer-.Si

ferred from yesterday, wbieb Is a motion 1i James Edgar, ln 18992, wheu he made a
that a select committee of this ouse beI atemet ous

SOUT AFICA WA -EMRGE Cin rer oafeuard e ýsm wha noo ir

hosenAtoinvestigatepthechargewhi totT e ony oer ce u

had he hnou of eadig i thi Ro s huldThapply i caeeof Ith kin.1In9re

Mr. FRDEoRICKadg lutONK (acuesge by bis motion, Sir James Edgar asked that
yesterday. 1 wouldlke to say one word in the reference be made to the Committee on
regard to the harater of privilege whic I Privileges and Elections. It appears, how-
gave to the motion which made yesterday. ever, if on. gentlemen will refer to the de-
Let me,ln the tirst place, state to the House bate upon that motion of bis, that there was
l regard to this character of privilege- a general consensus of opinion that ia ues-

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfr d Lau Éon of that kind would oly suifer delay
gae~ If theme, hon. gentlemenbewig referred to so large a committee-
rier). If the hon. gentleman (Mr. Monk) will and there was a general consensus of o'in-
pardon me, I will just interrupt him for ion that upon a charge of this kind the re-
one moment. I observe that the printed ference could far more profitably be made
notice given is for to-morrow, Friday• to a select committee. There is, in the

Mr. MONK. There is an evident misprint. motion, as the House will observe, a request
The flouse will remember that it was agreed that all witnesses should give their evidence

under oath. I am aware that under theyesterday that the motion should be taken ue of I at is tat neces-statute of 1894 that is flot absolutely neces-
into consideration to-day. sary, but that the statute provides that any

The PRIME MINISTER. Ail right. committee of this House may swear wit-
nesses brought before it. It says it may

Mr. MONK. If my hon. friend will look swear them, but the general rule,I Und from
at the French version he will find that the precedents in England. where a similar sta-
notice was properly printed. The error evi- tute to that of 1894 bas existed for some
dently occurred at the Printing Bureau. As considerable time, is that the direction of
two days' notice is necessary for a motion the House bas always been imperative on
of this kind, they evidently assumed that I 'committees to swear witnesses. I thought
had made a mistake, but, as the hon. gen- it was better to incorporate that instruction
tieman will remember, we agreed to proceed In the reference. I bave also added the word
to-day. As I was saying, there is, in 'articles1' to the eastomary words 'papers,'
our own parliament, lu respect to motions &c., which usually appear in motions of this
having the character o! motions of kind, because it is possible that, in the pres-
this kind, a greater latitude than that which eut inquiry, apart from papers, statements,
exists lu regard to similar motions in Eng- accounts, letters, &c., it may be necessary
land. 1 fiUnd in the 'Parliamentary Procedure to order the production of certain articles
and Practice' of Sir John Bourinot, the fol- before the committee. So much for the pro-

cedure ; now, as to the substance of the
charge itself. It seems to me that a mem-

The precedents go to show that the Canadian ber of this House, making a. statement upon
House of Commons, in its desire to deal prompt- i which is founded a charge for whieh he de-ly with all questions affeoting Its members, has mands au investigation should not pre-
generally walved the strict rules which govrnu t
matters of privilege properly speaking, and given judge the case. The statement is made; it
every possible faellity for Inqulry thereon. When Is articulated carefully, and he should refrain
a member proposes to -make a motion touching ' from making a commentary upon evidence
another member, it Is frequently found conveni- which bas not been adduced. However, I
ent that he should state bis intentions in hie thInkit is necessary to point out to the
place, aud then give notice that he will movelHouse some few of the particular pointsit whenmotions are called ln due order on a raised by the statement ; n the firstplace

uay' cldldereOl to show what was the motive whie c aused
If the House takes Into consideration the me to originate this procedure, and In the
fact, which, I assume, is beyond doubt, that fert place, in order that the flouse should be

Mr. SPEAKE
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