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ahle chance of developing a considw:xble‘j
trade with South Africa in a numhe'r of .
ariicles which we produce ; and we shall,

probably have to send somebody, but at:.

more moderate rates, that 1 can answer
for, to investigate the prospects in that

region. Then, strong applications h:.we»
been made to me with respect to seudm.g
some person to the West lndies to see ir
my hon. friend's recent generosities there
will be productive of any good resulis. .
These two, and possibly one or two matters:
which may come up, will be likely to ab-
sorb at least $0,000, I am afraid.

Mr. FOSTER. I am very glad to hear my:
hon. friend make the admission that the,
trips that may be inaugurated dtllipg the
coming year may not be so expensive as,:
for instance, the South American trip. But:
why should we send some one to South
Africa ¥ Has not the member of the
Cabinet from Quebec done South Africa.
already ? Has the face of the country:
changed so completely since his trip t.hat‘,
some one else must be sent to reconnoitre-
the land ? Or is not sutlicient reliance put.
upon his report ? It does seem like a want
of confidence in him by his colleagues, and:
a want of contidence all the more remark—:
able since he has a large business experience:
not to be expected from the generality of:
persens sent scouting down South America.,z
T do not see why any money should be spent,
with reference to that country. As to the
West Indies. after the extreme generosity:
of the Minister of I'inance and the extreme-:
Iy friendly way in which his generosity was.
met by the Island of Jamaica, which pro-,
ceeded to put up the duties on bacon and;
other agrieunltural products, it might be well .
to spend some money in sending some one 4
to see the Governments there. I am not;
sure, however, that it would not be better,!
if the hon. gentleman himself would perform
mission work upon the gentleman by his
side.

Mr. MONTAGUE. May 1 ask if the mem-
ber of the Cabinet without portfolio imade;
any official report on his mission to South:
Afriea ?

Mr. DOBELL. Mgy visit to South Africa
was entirely for my own pleasure and ex-|
perience.

Mr. I'OSTER.
country ?

Mr. DORELL. That is always my first
alm in everything I do. and 1 may say that
1 brought back from South Africa an offer
from the Government of the Cape of Good
Hope to join Canada in subsidizing a line of
steamers to Cape Town. At that time there
was no line of steamers leaving this continent
at all for Cape Town. but a line was being
arranged from New York, and the gentle-
men who were carrying out that scheme
offered to go to Canada if Canada offered
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And the profit of the

¢ Town, to make monthly trips.
: has since been increased to a fortnightly

them the subsidy which they suggested and
of which Cape Town would pay its share.
At that time the Opposition were my friends.

Mr. FOSTER. And are yet. We do not
cherish any bad feeling.
Mr. DOBELL. And 1 reportedgto them

the seheme, which. 1 believe, was well
worthy of their attention, but just at that
time they were greatly in love with Aus-
tralia, and did not think there was room for
a second opening. A line eof steamers was
established between New York and Cape
That service

one, and this spring a gentleman ciame 10
New York to establish a weekly service
from that city to South Africa. Yet we have-
no service from Canada to that country. 1 do
believe that South Africa would afford a
field for a large portion of our surplus manu-
factures and agricultural implements. It
would take also large quantities of fiour angd
other products of the ftield, and I think it
is a place worthy of our serious attention
during the next two or three years.

Mr. MONTAGUE. Has the hon. Minister
of Trade and -Commerce any report from
Ecuador recently ?

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. There are possibilities, no doubt,
but on the western coast of South America
we tind ourselves considerably handicapped
by the operations of German merchants who
succeeded in inducing their vessel owners
to give them extremely cheap freights, much
cheaper than we can obtain either from Bri-
tish Columbia or Canada.

Mr. INGRAM. What is the item to pro-
vide for the administration of Chinese im-
migration ?

The MINISTER O1" TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. There is a tax per head on
Chinese coming to this country, and that is
collected under the supervision of the officers
of the Trade and Commerce Department.

Mr. MONTAGUE. The last sub-item in
this item, for commercial agencies, inciuding
the expenses connected with the negotiation
of treaties, &c., shows an increase.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
I was just explaining to the hon. member
for York ¢Mr. Foster) how that was likely
te be expended. It will be expended chiefly
in promoting frade with Soath Africa. and
probably also in sending some gentleman
to the various West India Islands.

Mr. MONTAGUE. There was a discussion
as to whether Canada should have a com-
mercial agent at Washington. This is not
intended for that purpose ?

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. No. That was a larger question
which was raised. It is one which has been
dQiscussed here before, and that is the ex-
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