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38 King Street East. Main 3480
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e British Premier
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- North of Ireland Must Not!

‘Be Coerced, He Declares,
in Rejectnz Demands of
Nationalists, Who Leave
Commons After Accusing
Premier of Being “Turn-

E OFFERS

WILL NOT WORRY U. S.

Restriction @n. Imports Will Af-
fect Northern European
Neutrals Chiefly.

7.—A cablegram

Mrican consul-general at
% said that after April

" SECTIONAL HOME RULE

Po:nts in the Home Rule Debate

to force the people of

invite some cutside authority to whom
ment,

coat.”

fondon, March 7.—The presentation
by the Irish Natlonalists in the house
of commons this evening of 4 resolu-
tion calling for the immeaiate appli-
caton ¢f the home rule state ‘to Ire-
jand precipitated one of the most bit-
ter sessions in months and threw the
home rule gqucstion back into its old
position of uncertainty. The resolu-
tion forced the government into a dec-
laration of policy towards self-gov-
ernment, namely, that any part of Ire-
jand that wished home rule could have
it, but taat no coercion would be em-
ployed to compel LUister to accept.
At the same time the proposal drew
from the Ulsterites the uitimatum
that they would not accept, which,
coupled with the government’s pro-
nouncement, effectually erushed all
hapes for a speedy settlement,

Nati na ist; Confer.

The Nationalists, tonight. headed by
their lemder, John Redmond, were in
conference, having withdrawn in a
body from the house of commons, and
Mr. L'oyd George was facing his first
embarrassing situation since he as-
sumed t e premiership.

For more than an hour be‘ore the Nai
tionalists left the house the premier
had faced a whirlwind of angry cen-

“gure from the Nationalist = quarter,
which at times forced him to take his
seat becausc he could mot make. him-
self heard. He was called a “turn-
coat” on the home rule question. and
one Nationalist exclaimed, “Hangman®

N .@arson! He is only fit to be a hang-
nan, n~t first lord of the admiralty.”

The Nationalist resolution was in-
troduced by T. P. O’Connor, who as-
serted that the manmer in which the
government had handled the Irish re-
bellion had transformed a friendly
people inte one filed with Ditter
hatred against England. + He pleaded
that home rule should be put into op-
eration immedidtely for the sake of
jreland and in the interests of Eng-
land, the empire and the allies.

Settlement or Coercion.

At one point in his address he paid
tribute to the president of the United
States, saying that President Wilson
in his recent speeches amnd notes had
!shown that the United States Govern-
ment recognized the rights of small
natione and-the prineiple of national-
ity, He called attention to the valiant
service rendered by the Irish troops
at the front, and asserted that they
had enlisted with the understanding
that home rule was to be applied to
their countryv.. In conclusion he sald
there were only two ways of remedy—
settlement or coercion. He favored
settlement.

Mr. O'Comnor was followed by Wil-
Ham Redmond, who made an impas-
sioned plea for a compromise hetween
the Nationalists amd Unionists, and
sat down_amid the applause of the
house.

Thus far things had been running
smoothly, but Sir John Lonsdale,
speaking for the Unionists, threw a
wrench into the machinery by declar-
ing that Ulster wanted nothing to do
with home rule of this sort, and sar-
castira ly remarked that his seéction
of Ireland bhad furnished troops and

(Concluded on Page 6, Col. 2).

without gettung it."”

SIR JOHN LONSDALE—"Events of the past two years are no
ment to Unionists to come in under home rule.” .

FREMIER LLOYD GEORGE—"The government is prepared to confer self-
government on parts of Ireland clearly deman
Ulster to be governed against their will
“There must be no attempt at settlement which will provoke- civil war.”
EX.-PREMIER ASQUITH-—"“The only solution is th

ding it, but it would be impossible

at parliament should
they might entrust the task of adjust-
The position of this body might be facilitated by the presence among
us of a number of dominion statesmen.”

JOHN REDMOND-—"The premier has suggest
will not enter into them. Home rule should be pu
| tional amendments as time and circumstances render necessary.
| “The premier will have to govern Ireland with the naked sword if he con-
jinues a course which plays into the hands of the revolutionaries.”

T. P. O'CONNOR—"“The Nationalist leaders have pal

ed negotiations, but I for one
t into force with such addi-

d the price of liberty

induce-~

ds of neutral manu-
jse production have en-
P and labor of enemy or-
¢ to more than five per
.Exceptions will be

fis to be admitted under

portation of
facture, . in ¥

cent. of the
made for g

of commerce officials
sald today,
tle effect updn industries in the U. 8.
They thought it probably was issued
because British industry had become
go well organized, it could take care of
most of its own needs.

Teutonic supplies in other than con-
tiguous mneutral countries probably,
are believed io be about exhausted
now, so the mnew order will be felt
chiefly: among the porthern European
neutrals.

REDMOND BACKED BY
SENATE OF AUSTRALIA

Home Rule Without Delay Requested in Resolu-
tion Passed by a Vote of Twenty-
Eight to Two.

Melbourne, Australia, via London,

formed a force to fight the British
into the cabinet.

As a result there came

March 7.—The Australian sénate by &
vote of 28 to 2 today adopted a resolution calling for home rule for Ireland
“without undue delay,” substituting that phrase
Sonator Stewart, a laborite, said Sir Edward Carson,
authorities in Ireland and
the revolt in Ireland, in Wwhich people
were killed. The reason why Sir Edward was not molested, the speaker added
was that he belonged to the privileged class. §
Senator Gould, ministerialist, during the
minion should not express an opinion on home rale for Ireland.

for the word “immediately.”

unmolested, had
was then brought

MAY REQUISITION
CANADIAN VESSELS
Qu:\estion Hioe Tehen Up

With Dominion’s Repre-
sentatjves in London.

DENY DBSCRIMINATION
Canadian § Airmen Receivc
Promotipn on Same Basis
as Btitish Aviators.

"

debate said a self-governing do- 3

Canadian Associated Press Cable,

DESTROYER TORPEDOED
FRENCH-SAIL-ORS LOST|

Captain, Six Officers and Hundred of Crew Go
Down With Cassini in the Mediterranean..

patrol service, was

vessel sank in less than two minutes.

heard.

ing a raft as it fell.”

Paris, March 7.—~The torpedo destroyer Cassini, of
torpedoed by a submarine on Feb. 28. Ac
cial announcement the vessel sank in two minutes,
exploded, and the captain, six other officers and one hundred of
perished. The text of the announcement reads:

“The torpedo 'destroyer Cassini, of the Mediterranean patrol service, was
submarined Feb. 28 at 1 a.m. The powder magazine
The captain, six officers and one hun-
dred of the crew perished. Two officers and 32 of the crew were saved.

“According to the formal testimony of the survivors, who during the night
sought to attain floating. rafts, the shout of ‘Aproach, comrades!’
An instant later they perceived the dark outline of an enemy

marine, which fired a gun or machine gun shots and a shell, the latter touch-§

having exploded,

the

could be
sub-

London, March 7.—In the ‘house of
commons tonight 8ir Chiozza Money,
representing the shipping controller,

hyﬁnﬂihv sw - Benn, who asked,
whether Catadian - vessels ' had “beent
‘requisitioned and if this was in ac-
cordance with the Canadian Govern-
ment’s wishes, stated that the re-
quisitioning of vessels registered in
the dominions was - under ~discussion
with the dominion representatives now
here, an arrangement in the meantime
being made with theé Camadian Gov-
ernment. under which no vessels regis-

e\ Mediterranean |tered 4m Canada were ~requisitioned
rding to the offi- laxeept thru or by the Canadian Gov-
the powder magazine haviag iernment

the crew 3

Joynson Hicks asked 'whether there
ihad been any arrangement arrived at
whereby officers of the Canadian force
attached to the Royal Flying Corps
would in that capacity receive pro-
motion, and how many Canadians at-
tached whose promotion had been
blocked.

The war under-secretary, replying,
said that such officers received pro-
motion on the same conditions as any

Youths Are Called to Arms
By Austrian War Minister
Paris, March 7.—A Zurich despatch
to The Temps says that the Austrian
minister of war has catled into ser-
vice the class of 1920, that is, youths
born in 1899 and 1900, The recruits,
it is stated, must present themselves
on March 10 for im@edlate service.
The despatch adds that it is reported
that the Austrian government is like-

ly to call out men aged from 654 to
61 years, who are capable of giving
military service.

| [+ WAR SUMMARY

THE DAY’S EVE

NTIS REVIEWED

l

N their advance from Persia towards Mesopotamia the Russians have cap-
tured the Asadabad summit, ten miles south of Hamadan, and they are
now pursuing the Turks, who are retiring south toward Kangaver. An-

other Russian force which is driving the Turks towards Bidjar has over-
_takgn.their rear guard and is attacking it near Senne. A third Russian force
is giving pursuit of the enemy in the direction of Dovletabad. The Turks
are beating a rapid retreat, for they are afraid of being cut off by the British

advance from the south.

In brief the British have crushed the enemy right

wing and so have secured the full initiative, and this fact will cause the
enemy a great deal of trouble if mot irretrievable disaster in this field.
@ * ® L =
Latest news received from lower Mesopotamia shows that on Monday
General Maude had thrown his cavalry forward in pursuit of the retreating

Turks to a point within two short m

arches of Bagdad. The British horse

had reached a point nine miles south of Ctesiphon, at J.aii, where it was

fighting an action with the Turks’ rear-guard.

If the Turks are so badly

demoralized and disorganized as is generally supposed, they will make no

stand of any account at Ctesiphon. In

view of the rapid British advance, they

may occupy Bagdad at any time now. An eighty mile stretch of country

strewn by abandoned war material

the Turkish flight from Kut-el-Amara.

L)
28 guns, captured from or
< B *

The Anglo-Russian attack on th

testifies to the disorderly manner of
The British have already collected

abandoned by the enemy.

. - *
e Turkish forces in Mesopotamia con-

sigts of a well-planned converging movement by at least four columns tow-

ards Bagdad, or some unannounced objective, perhaps Mosul.

As the Brit-

% had only a short distance more to cover on Monday to reach their

objective, and as the Turks appear to

have suffered almost complete disinte-

zration in their rapid flight, the London war office may shortly announce the

occupation of Bagdad.

If they do this gpeedily they may effect a coup by

placing several bodies of Turks between their own and the Russian fire.

- (Continued on Page,2, Col. 1 and 2.)

CHINA IS SOON

T0 JOIN ALLIES

Pekin Expects the Immediate

Severance of Relations With
Germany.

" PREMIER TO RETURN °

President Decides
Cabinet Full Power to

Frame Policy.

Peking, March 7—The immediate
breaking-off of relations with Ger-
many is expected here,"and it is gen-

erally predicted that China will join

the entente.

This bellef is due to the fact that
despatches from Tien Tsin say that
Tuan Chi Jui, who resigned March 4
and left for Tien Tsin, has decided to
return to the capital immediately and
It is said
that President Li Yuan Hung has
agreed to give the cabinet full power

resume the premiership.

to frame the “favor” policy.

The cabinet is known to favor the
severing of relations with Germany,

and parliament is showing a disposi-

tion to follow the leadership of Tuan

Ch{ Jul, rather than that of the presi-
dent.

A despatch from Peking, March 4,
said the cabinet had decided to join

the U. 8. in severing diplomatic rela-
tions with Germany, but that the

president  refused to approve of such

action. Thereupon, the premier re-

signed, and left for Tien Tsin, accom-
panied by several other members of the

cabinet.

VESSELS SUNK

Vessels
were:

Pacifique
tons.

Number of vessels sunk since Feb.
1, 211; tonnage (estimated) 469,750,

yesterday reported sunk

(French), barque,

to Give

2,241

others. The question of promotion in
their permanent unit was for the Ca-
nadian Government, and he had no
knowledge of the procedure followed
in that respect. On the question of
pay for these officers, the secretary
iunderstood the Canadian Government
had now authorized revised rates,
bringing the Canadian officers more or
Jess into line with the British rates.

Bonar Law informed the house that
the imperial war cabinets would meet
in the near future, but could not say
until after the delegates assembled
whether a report would be issued cov-
ering the proceedings.

TWO LINERS REACH
NEW YORK SAFELY

Baltic and Rochambeau Come
Thru Danger Zone, But Sight-
ed No Subs.

New York, March 7.—The Assoclated
Press says:

The White Star liner Bailtic and the
French liner Rochambeau reached
here today. The Baltic was several
days overdue, the delay being due to
the following of a new course, far from
the regular steamship lanes. The ves-
sel sighted no submarines in the dan-
ger zone, it was said ,altho she left
port unescorted by ships.

The Baltic was, commanded by
Captain J. B. Ransom, transferred for
the one trip from the command of the
White Star liner Adriatic.

The Baltic carried two large extra
funnels astern, which are to be used
tor spreading dense clouds of smoke
to screen the vessel from hostile war
craft. Tests made on the voyage here,
<t was asserted, proved the plan would
oe effective,

Among the mpassengers Wwas Guy
Yickalls, coach of the Yale crews, who
said he hoped to get the crews on the
civer tomorrow.

Toronto Owned Freighter
Salvaged Off Coney Island

New York. March 7.—The Toronto-
owned freighter G. R. Crowe,” which
went aground Monday night on the
east bank of the Ambrose Channel op-
posite Coney Island, was floated to-
night by the wrecking steamer Chan-
cellor, two tugs and a pilot boat. Sig-
nals were displayed yestenday saying
the vessel required “immediate assist-
ance.” She was on her way to sn un-
named port via Halifax,

Bsould prohibit the i;m-i

RUSSIN TAKE
"PEAK IN DRNE:
IGHINST TURKS

Czar's Forces - Rapidly Ap-
proach Persian Border in

Bagdad Advance.

STRIKE FOR KANGAVER

Eastern Ally Also Pursuﬁs
Moslems Towards, Dovleta-
bad and Bidjar.

Petrograd, March 7, via London
(British Admiralty per wireless press).
—Russian troops which recently cap-
tured the Persian town of Hamadan
from the Turks have now gained pos”

session of Asadabad summit, ten miles
scuthwest of Hamadan, says the Rus-
sian official statement issued today,
and are pursuing the Turks, who are
retiring further south towards XKan-
gaver.
reads:

“Western and Rumanian fronts:
Scouting, reconnaissances and infan-
try firing are proceeding.

“Claucasian front: In: the direction
of Bidjar our. troops, pursuing the
enemy, are fighting near Senne.

“In ‘the direction of Hamadan our
troope gained possession of -Asadabad
summit and are pursning the Turks,
who are retiring towards Kangaver.

“In the .direction of Dovletabad pur-
suit of the Turks continues.”

F. S. SPENCE DIED

Prominent Tgmperance and
Municipal Man Passed
Away This Morning.

HAD BRILLIANT CAREER

Started as Teachsr and Took
Part in Different
Activities.

Francis Stephen Spence, one of the
best known temperance men in Can-
ada, and one of ‘the best posted men
in the country on municipal affairs,
died at an eariy hour this morning at
'his house, 554 Spadina avenue. Mr.
Spence was confined to his bed for
,several days with an attack of pngu-
imonia, and thus was unable to attend
}the big temperance convention now
being held in Massey Hall. Prayers
for his recovery were offered at the
convention yesterday.

Mr. Spence was horn -in Donegal,
Ireland, 67 years ago, and was edu-
cated at the Torono Normal School
Subsequently he was .head master of
several public schools in Toronto;
but since 1882 had devoted himself to
journalism and public life. He was
editor of The Canadian Citizen, The
Vanguard and The Ontario Good
Templar, befoye becoming managing
editor of The Pioneer. He took a pro-
minent part in all temperance work
and organization, filling some of the
highest offices. He was secretary of
the central committee in the plebiscite
campaign in Ontario in 1894, in the
Dom.nion plebiscite campaign of 1898,
and the Ontario referendum campaign
of 1902. Since 1908 he had been the
honorary president of the Ontario
branch of the Dominion Alllance. He
was the author of “The Facts of the
Case,” being & summary of the most
important evidence and arguments
presented in the report of the royal
commission on the liquor traffic in
1896.

I
His Municipal Career.

Hé entered municipal politics in To-
ronto as an alderman in 1896, end in
1900 became a controller. Two years
ago he finally retired from the board
of control. He unsuccessfully contest-
ied the Toronto mayoralty in 1906. He
was vice-president of the Ontario Mu-
nicipal Association in 1910 and 1911,
amd was acting mayor of Toronto in
jthe latter year.

Mr. Spence was appointed chair-
man of the Toronto Board of Harbor
Commissioners in 1904, and when the
present commission was formed he
was one of the representatives of the
city council.

When Sir Adam Beck launched the
campadgn for hydro-electric power in
Ontarioc Mr. Spence was one of his
strongest supporters, and spoke at
many meetings thruout Ontario.

He is survived by his wife and his
prother, Rev: Ben Spence.

Government Seeks to Make
Saskatchewan ‘“Bone Dry”

Regina, March 7.—Aiming & death
blow at lguor cominission houses op-
erating in Saskatchewan, Attorney-
General Turgeon, in the legislature to-
day, introduced = bill, which will pro-
hibit the exposing, keeping for sale
selling, bartering or exchanging liquor
lin the province

NO MORE SHOE-STRING PUBLIC OWNERS

P

OF RAILWAYS!

Once again to the railway situation, in
Canada; which deserves and demands
immediate action. We have long advo-
cated railway nationalization, and of late
we have especially insistcd upon the goy -
ermmment acquiring and o:pera-ung the old
Grand Trunk. We are. unaiterably op-
posed to any scheme which invoives the
government . taking . over the Grand
Trunk Pacific wh.lle permitting the old

The text of the statement,

Grand Trunk to remain under corporate
control !

Our demand - for the netionalization of
the Grand Trunk met with instunt re-
sponse from the people of Ontario, who
are suffering from e .coal famine and a
terrible transportation breakdown. From
many sources we have learned of the in-
terest taken in this question by the peo-
ple. It has been a topic of conversation
on the street, in offices, on trains and in
street cars, and wherever men most do
congregate.  Yet thig popular interest
finds little expression in the daily press.
The Toronto Globe not long ago was a
high-priest in 1he temple of , public
ownership, but, like Zacharius of old, it
was suddenly striken dumb! A few
months ago The Globe reflected the views
of Stewart I.yon: now Stewart Lyon has
been semt, like Uriah. to the battbe front.

The muwa'y pronlem in Canada ought
to be dealt with immediately. What we
fear is that it may be dealt with much
soorer than the public suspects, and not
in the public interest. The people should
understand, - as the chloroformed press
does understand, that things are rapidly
moving toward action. The commission
appointed to .examine into and report
upon the Canadian reilway situation has,
we believe, about completed its findings,
and they miust by :this time be known to
the gevernment. Within a few weeks
they 'will be on the table of the house of

The Toronto Telegram, in provincial
and ‘mnnicipal affzirs a strong advocate

a party organ, and no more than The To-
ronto News dares to print any dis-
pleasing to the Ottawa government.’ Yet
in The Telegram's iksue of Tuesday last
wo find the following news: T
It 1s reported in western political
business circles that the first mea:t::-g
to come hefore parliament when it re-
convenes will be a pill for placing the
Grand Trunk Pacific in the hands of

receivers preparatory to havi th
system taken under federal con?fo!. o

This 1aeans little more or Tess than that
the government ‘intends to-take over the
Grand Trunk Paeific and to relieve the
Grand Trunk Railway of its commitments
in respect thereto. . The government, in
short, ie to take over a road which does
not pay opérating SexPenses, and pay
seventy million dollars for the privilege
of doing so, by assuming fixed charges
amounting to $2.750,000 per year, for
which it is no way responsible. Such a
ecurse, in our opinion, would be abso-
lutely idiotic frcm e financial stand-
point. But it would be even more dan-
gerous as an indication of a willingness
to £tal public ownership in the back and
to forever discredit it with the people of
Canada.

The #cheme is to put public ownership
in a position where it will always seem
to be a failure, and where it can be made
to look always grotesque and ridiculous.
Under the proposed scheme the govern-
ment is to have a transcontinental road,
consisting of the Intercolonial, the Na-
tional Transcontinental and the Grand
Trunk Pacific. The National Trans-
continental and the Grand Trunk
Pacific, as we lave seen, were built
to supplcmemt, co-ordinate with,
and be a part of, the .Grand
Trunk Rallway system. Wrenched from
that system, they constitute a long shoe-
string line across the continent, branch-
less and feederless. It will be a system
that misses Montreal, Toronto and all
other cities and towns in old Ontario. It
will be almost destitute of terminals, and
will largely run thru country where traffic
cannot originate.

Mr. Tye, former chief engineer of the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, in
his article in The Railway Age Gazette,
from which we have already quoted, says:

The Grand Trunk Pacific and the
Transcontinental, which really form one
system, have been built without any
regard to the principles which underlie
the economies. of railway location and
construction. The first essential for any
railway is that it get traffic, as, with-
out traffic, it cannot live, no matter
how cheaply or inexpensively it be built,
and this cannot be had without an ex-
tensive system of feeders. These two
roads spent large sums in building main

" lines far in advance of their present re-

guirements, and very little on feeders
or branch lines. The result is 3550
miles of very expensive main lines, and
only 1200 miles of branch line feeders—
fixed charges equal to gross earnings,
and a cost on each railroad of about
$200 to do $100 worth of business.

What show would this national shoe-
string line between Moncton and Prince

Rupert have in competition with private

ownership? There would be arrayed
against it the great Canadian Pacific,

with its many branches and feeders, and

its great terminal facilities at every im-

portant city in Canada, from St. John,
old Gramnd

N.B., to Vancouver. The
Trunk has the Province of Ontario grid-

ironed with railways, with ports on the

Georgian Bay, the Great Lakes and the

St. Lawrence, while the Canadian North-
ern has tentacles all over the prairie
West, reaching out for the harvest, and
has superb terminal facilities at Portl
Arthur, Winnipeg, and other wester
cities, thru to Vancouver. Can it be
.doubted that these two systems would be
hand-in-glove, one with the other, and
would practically have, under more or
less unified management, a bigger and
stronger system than even the Canadian
Pacific? This being the case, from where
could the National Transcontinental get
any traffic? TFor 1400 miles it eonnects
nowhere with the Canadian Pacific, the
old Grand Trunk or the Canadian North-
ern. One train a week reaches it over
the Algoma Central, and at present the
Grand Trunk sends it a littie business
over the provincially-owned T. & N. O.,
but even that may later on be diverted.

West of Winnipeg it makes its lonely
Wway over prairie and mountain to a sea-
port five hundred miles farther away
from the Panama Canal than Vancouver:
where the Canadian Pacific and the Cana-
dian Northern are already entrenched.
The road would only carry traffic be-
tween points on its own line. It would
be an absolute failure from the day it
was Inaugurated.

We most emphatically protest against
the scheme to make-a national railway
system out of the Intercolonial, the
Transcontinental and the Grand Trunk
Pacific. We say that the National Trans-
continental and the Grand Trunk Pacific
must be operated as a part of the old
Grand Trunk. If the old Grand Trunk
will not live up to its agreement and
opera te the National Transcontinental
and the Grand Trunk Pacific, then the
government has no choice but to take
over and operate the old Grand Trunk.

Public ownership is not to be tried out
on a shoe-string line across the continent.
Public ownership must have a chance to
compete on something like equal terms.
The national system must include the old
Grand Trunk. With the old Grand Trunk,
we believe it quite possible for the gov-
emment to make a paying transcontj-
| nental system. qut of the Grand Trunk, -
the Grand Trunk Pacific, the National
Transcontinental and the Intercolonial.
Such a system would start with poris
and terminals in every province on the
mainland of Canada. It would have fine
terminals, stations, docks, sidings, cart-
age systems, executive officens, estab-
lished connections, at Sydney, Halifax,
St. John, Moncton, Quebec, Montreal.
| Toronto, Hamilton, London, and all thru
the rich Province of Ontario, and along
the Niagara and Detroit frountiers. It
would have fine terminals at Winnipeg,
Regina, Edmonton and other 1western
cities, and would soon find an entrance
iixto Vancouver. A national system thus
equipped could originate and interchange -
traffic. It could do a big mail, express,
telegraph and parcel pcst businnss, It
would not attempt the impossible task of
operating a shoe-string line withcut con-
nections, terrhinels, branches, feeders or
any considerablé locsl traffic. It would
start with a real railway.

The people of Ontario will do well to
consider the facts above stated? 'The
scheme is even now maturing by, which
the Grand Trunk Pacific is to bo taken
over by the government at a loss to the
government and a gain ; to the Grand
Trunk of seventy million dollars. The
privately-owned roads will then get to-
gether and engross practically all of the
business of the country west of Quebec
City. The National Transcontinental, in-
cluding the Grand Trunk Pacific, wrench-
ed from the parent system, will get no
considerable business, but will serve as
a scarecrow to frighten the advocates of
public ownership hereafter. |

The scheme can only be defeated by
the people and their representatives in
parliament demanding that the 'Grand
Trink Pacific be not taken over unless
and until the Dominion Government also
take over the old Grand Trunk. The old
Grand Trunk first. The other things fol-

low.

BRISK ARTILLERY FIRE
- MARKS FRENCH FRONT

Ally’s Batteries Catch German
Detachments in Open Be-
fore Verdun.

Paris, March 7.—The official com-
munication issued by the war office
tonight reads:

“On the Verdun front our batteries
tcok under their fire enemy detach-
ments in tne northern outskirts of .
Malincourt Wood. We effectively
shelled German organizations in the
Eparges Wood. The artillery fightine
was quite act've in the sectcrs of
Maiscns de Champagne and Ember-
menil. There is nothing to report on
the rest of the front.

“phe ‘rumpler’ (aeroplane) which
fell on March 6 inside our lines north
of Laval was brought down by ILieut.
P.nsard, the fifth enemy aeroplane
over which this pilot has triumphed.”

Belgian communication:

“A reciprocal bombardment was
carried out east of, Ramegcapells and
north of Dixmude,”




