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AIJ aoh qoMtiOM m thMe maj be wfel, left for the BrttUh oofflb*.
Uat* to wttta. What toocarab m ik not Mr. Ch«ni.
berlata's motlTM, Imt that he tas< besno an actire om-
sade to Impoee on the colonies, under ooTer of, or in
exchange for, oommerclal galna. lome of the moet ret-
rograde political changee propoeed by any Colonial Mm-
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'•*•' °^ "»»«'«" «"••• They are eaeentlally antago.

otitic to the great tntare whloh her moet deroted none have heretofore
mapped obt for Canada, and I qaite tgree with the learned Profeeeor
Dicey, blmtelf one of the foremoet Uolonleta and Impertallate. whose rery
able article in The Contemporary Berlew for last September clearly de-
monetrate. that, [t fuUy carried out. Mr. ChamberUln'e propoaala wonid
be fatal to the Doionlat party, agaioat ImpertaiUm, and lead to the Em-
plre'a dlatnrbance, and poaalbly dlalntegratioa.

Before proceeding farther, a few words In Regard to preferential tar-
Iffe may clear th« way for what la to follow. That the Motherland and
the cotoolee inight glTc a preference in tteir marketa to each other'a
prodnctlona appeara not only reaaonable. bat taking. Whenerer the
adTantage la matoal. oar iiommerelal interooarae cannot be too free and
eaay. Unfortunately, the intereata of Great Britain and Canada do not
alwaye harmonue. Commerctally. they are often dUmetrlcally oppoa«N2.and in each oaaea neither aboald be asked nor expected to act contrlv^
to Ita Town ntereata. The Canadian preference on British goods hasIMM a aaooess. Blr Wilfrid Laarler wiaely aaked nothing In return, andU «reat Britain can glre our productions a preference in her markete
on the aame ierma-that la, without impoaing new burdena on her own
people lor oaraelrea-aU Canadlana would be glad to accept It. Bat aewe ehaU eee later on. that la predaely what It la propoeed not to do.

ThlB bringa ua to the crux of the qse^ion : Mr. Chamberlain'a con.
tentlona. Without repeating parttaniars, they may be fairly abridged ae
followa: (1) BrltUh commerce la atandlng atlll or decaying; (2) Free
trade muiat be partUlly or whoUy abandoned, and proteotlre duttea
enacted

; (8) the Empire ia In danger of diamembermcnt ; (4) thla dan-
ger can only be aTcrted by glTing tbe boloniee certain commercial adran-
t««ee OTer foreign countrtea In the British markete ; and (8) thus bring
about an Imperial Iteration which wUl make all the (now) aelf-goTern-
og coluulea aa much a part of the Empire for certain purposes of legis-
lation and taxation aa Torkshire or any other English county.

. ..'"• ""* ""'•' *** *••' •• ^''- C»««nbertaln'a premlaea are eaaen-
tlally incorrect. Statlitlca do not auatain hia declarations of Britlah
commercial stagnation and decay. In trying to proTe this he has hadto go back to the year lH72-oTer thirty years-to find a ba«ls for hla
calculatlone. Thla waa a pertod of unprecedented inflation. arUIngfrom the Frauoo-German war. Bo Immenaely did British exports In-crease to France and Germany and aU parts of Europe at war or In com-

Sl^' It^^ '**"• *"°''" •" ^ "'"•'^ yea'." "<» ttoe BritishBoard of Trade care warning that any compar.H>ns based on lU re-turns would be quite mUleadlng. Nerertheieaa. Mr. JChamberlatn choe*


