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1011. II (.' ro I'licd, '•' Say uli.'u you j.leasc,!.!.) not
lijt

KlIu.H,,! turiHNl muttciitr^ :i\vay, the oi.lv wonls that
<^oul(l he .listiiii,niishc(l wcro " fool," and " coward." As
lit' iii;i,|.. tliis cvplaiiatiou to the party in 'vaitiu^r, they
went oir with .. iou i lai.gli. It grato.l harshly on the rars
ol Claude, hut he horc it and coiKiuorcd.

'l"hc comrades were divided for a short tinie, Kllwood
hr'niir s<M,t on d-.tachinont to a idace at .on.e distance.
^V lum lh(-y were al.out to ,,art, " My dear fellow," sai.i
<d.Mide, -niindwhat I have said to vou ; vou have got
''•'> d,s^r,a,.;., and are already acrowiiied a drunkard.
'•Nvhat, sdiof)linir nie again .'"

.said Kllwood pertishly.
•

1 1'.!^ you rlKM-eis more friend. !iin in a plot ofruui, tiian
'I a .hum of I,utt::rn,ilk." On these terms tliev j.artrd

;

< l:nnle. Iron. I.eing regulr.r in his habits, respectful in his
•o:iduet,and I'unctual in the obedience of orders, became
''n,-l, liked, and as far as his situation allowed, trusted
^vlth thm r- that ••<-,. .in.l -liligence and activity. He got
-!")'«t this lini,. what is termed the llrst step to a genenil
ofilrer—beii.v niade Lance Corporal, and thouL-h not ofa
vain temper. l,e found himself casting sundry glances at
t!ie arm whi;di wore the new ornament. The day he was
]>\ircA on this (irst step on the ladder of advancement, he
v,-.'in to see tin? barrack Serjeant, who was now his chief
friend and adviser. The old man was very sprucely .Ircss-
••Land was reading an account of the earlier campaigns of
the war. •• Well done, my boy," said he, " perhai'is you
in lyjivc to be a field marshal. This is the glorious day
of J^'iniera. [He pointed to his hat, whicii was adorncll
with a sprig of laurel]. See, here I am in print;" he read
ns n.llows:-" ' The left wing of the gallant ~ rpninicnt
mnintaiiied the hdl until the flank of the enemy wa.s
turned; their loss amounted to thirty one killed, and forty
wounded—one serjeant severely.' That was myselfj'
Slid t!ie old man, drawing himself up. and waving the
.-.ump of iiis arm to and fro witii great satisfaction.


