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it itrii l)iir I'liiMiiH'U tlii'iiiiuh wiiifh tliu Spiiit nf Jcniih Cliriiit, tliv (Sri'iit

Huitil i>f tlu> (Niiuvli, iiiiuiifcMtH llittiht'lf mill Mttrkn. An in i\w liiiinan IxHly

tlu' Mpirit nf n umu in iiitkiiift^Htfit, yi't in IhiI tuiiliaily ro|iivHi>motl Uy fiuli

|iiU'ti('iitiir iiii'iiilifi' ; till' liiunl lui't till' I'Vf fi>r t'Xiuiipli', ikiiimiitk'il hy tlic

KUiii' M|>ii it, lii-iit<^ iitti'i'ly iliirti-riil ill tlii'ir i>|u>i'iitiiiiiM, mi in tin* Clnuvli

«li!lft-*'iit iiu<iiilK>rH urn iiniiiititcil liy thu wuiit' IMvitif Sitiiil iiml yi>t oiuh

I'l'pri-HfntN tliii S[iii'it only lu'CDiiliui,' tu Ium i;iriH. In lliu wmio otlicu i«vi'n,

Hiui-i'ssivi' iirciip.iiitM cxi'i'i'lht' tiu' Haiiu' fiiiulioiiH VHi'iniiHly. Ami fllJH

ilivi'isity is hut llir Snirit's iniinifnlit i'llnit in ni.uiifiHi liiN fiiiiii'Ms I'nr tim

niuro c«>ni|iU*tv I'diHcatiiiii of HIh Chmvli. In othfi- wodIh tlu' Sjiiiit ot

CliriKt XH not mi ctniiiik-tfly niiinifi'iitiit in any oiu> man tliiit Imh vivwH only

mIiiiiiIiI |ii'cv,iil in il.. > ...iiils of iju' I'limvli. or liml lu' i-i tlii> only jiiittiTii

of what a Cliiistiaii U'ailci' oii^'iit to Ik'.

Wu naturally ami witli iimmou look hack U[ioii tlu' s<[ilrmli<l (.'oiuliina

lion of qnalitit'H wliii'li niaiU- our Into FatluT in Uoil wliiit he was to um :
-

HO inllnontial for jLjood ; ho lulovi-d liy all who km u him ; miuIi a lontrw

of stremxth ainl couifoit. 'I'ln' im-mory 4)f what lu' was shoiilil lio invaliialih'

to us wlio aiv i'liaij,'i'il witii tlu' tluty of cliooHinj^ his HiucrsHor, an it

Huivly will Ik- to liiiu wild Hlialllui chosi'ii. Yofc, in our ruvorunco for the

uliiioHt iiU-al charai'tor of him uc have lost, and in oiir conviction that wt>

aliall hardly sof his liki' a','ain. we lu'cd not uttcily dcsjiair. Ood fiillil.s

Himsi'lf in many ways. And to f.imy that tlu- fiitinv wullbi'in;^' of tlu-

Church Hinoiigst us hani{H iibsolutfly niion our ability to diaoover his

countorpiut wore to distrust tlio resources of Omniiiottnt wisdom. Hcve

ri'iitl} and trustfully may \\^• K'livo the matti'r in (Jod's hands. Only let us

rcmcint)cr that, dill'i'i from him as ho may in otla-r ivsix'cts, in the cour-

tesy uiui ^^eiitleiioss of true Christian maiiliond, in temperinj^ decision of

clmraeter with u generous tolerance of otlur men's opinions, but almve all

in that profound sclf-siilimission to (iod which most becomes those who

are most exalted, lUshop Williams' successor must resemble him. He too

must be /»/»'j.s ff)iif /(/.</<»)((, a pattern of believers, possessing,' sometliin>,',

and seokiny more, of that Spirit of tlie meek and 'owly .lesus to which

belongs the jiromise of our text " it shall bi- guided in judL'ment."

Hut, brethren, if vve desire to find such a man. we must seek him, in

the Spirit we seek in hiiu.

Hethink you what is the oltjoct of this assembling? It is no niere

party contest we are about to eni/'ige in. We are not about to weigh the

claims of different men, and to In >w the dignity of the Kjiiscopate as a

mere reward of merit. Per.sonal ai.ibition li.as no place here. Though

every priest of canonical age is formally eligible, candidature for an otHee

of such vast responsibility and sacredncss Were as abhorrent to the instincts

wf the sanctified mind as contrary to the principle and spirit of the Church !


