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To these wo htive to jiild the probability of Chinese andjapanese

sliips having at, various times been drifted upon the Pacific

const, and the discovery of Greenhnid and part of the mainland

of America by the Norsemen in the tenth century. Thus tliere

seems to be not one way merely but several in which America

may have received its early population, and by which we may

account for the native races of America with their languages and

customs merely as derivatives from the old world, and without

suppo.-^ing these tribes to bo true Autochthones.

Two very interesting communications of a geological character

were those of Prof. Hind on the Geology of Labrador, and of

Mr, G. M. Dawson on Keccnt Elevations and Subsidences of the

Land in British Columbia. Remote though these regions are

from each other, they present some rem;;rkable points of simi-

larity, especially in relation to their more recent geological his-

tory. In both we have the evidence of the great glacial age. In

both the surface glaciation and transport of boulders seen) to

have been caused by the joint or successive action of water-b(trne

ice, and glaciers. In both there are the most remarkable evi-

dences of submergence to a great depth in the Post-pliocene age.

It is a remarkable illustration of tlie vastness of the geological

changes which have occurred in comparatively modern times,

that we should find on the mountains of the Pacific Coast and

those of the North Atlantic seaboard tiie indications of a com-

mon submergence, and this of very great amount. Such vicis-

situdes are not to be accounted for by merely local causes, but

by grand agencies eflecting at once a whole hemisphere or the

whole earth.

Tn Britisli Columbia there seems to be good evidence of the

submergence of the land to such an extent that sea margins occur

5270 feet above the level of the sea, and at various elevations

between this and tlie present sea level. In the Kucky Moun-

tains Mr. Dawson had previously measured the height of similar

terraces 4400 feet above the sea. While those great depressions

occurred in tiie Post-pliocene period, there is evidence to show

that in '.he preceding Pliocene age the land in British Columbia

may have been 901. feet ' igher than at present. On the other

hand, in modern times , e coast would seem to have been going

down at a r;,te in some cases of as much as ten to fiftisen feet in

a century
;

wliile there are Indian traditions of sudden waves

overflowing the land, and perhaps occa.sioned by earthquake

movements. With reference to these modern changes, it should

be observed that British Columbia forms a part of that great

band of volcanic and seismic activity which extends along the

west coast of America, iind which presents in our own time and

in the more recent geological periods, evidences of agencies which

have long slumbered on the eastern margin of the continent.

On our own side of America, the nnmerous terraces no v/ell

developed on the Lower St. Lawrence, mark the stages of re-

cession of the Post-pliocene ocean. Mr. Richardson informs me


