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But this is far from being all. 'Motion/ says

Hobbes, ' produceth nothing but motion ;
' and

yet he immediately proceeds to assume that in

the case of the brain it produces, not only motion,

but mind. He was perfectly right in saying that

with respect to its movements the animal body
resembles an engine or a watch; and if he had

been acquainted with the products of higher

evolution in watch-making, he might with full

propriety have argued, for instance, that in the

compensating balance, whereby a watch adjusts

its own movements in adaptation to external

changes of temperature, a watch is exhibiting

the mechanical aspect of volition. And, similarly,

it is perhaps possible to conceive that the principles

of mechanism might be more and more extended

in their effects, until, in so marvellously perfected

a structure as the human brain, all the voluntary

movements of the body might be originated in the

same mechanical manner as are the compensating

movements of a watch; for this, indeed, as we
have seen, is no more than happens in the case

of all the nerve-centres other than the cerebral

hemispheres. If this were so, motion would be
producing nothing but motion, and upon the

subject of brain-action there would be nothing

further to say. Without consciousness I should

be delivering this lecture ; without consciousness

you would be hearing it ; and all the busy brains

in this University would be conducting their

researches, or preparing for their examinations,


