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his exiles and suiferings, the whole tenor of all his apos-.

telle labours, shew the divine superintendence, and the^

.nanner the Almighty adopts in purifying avA then ex-

alting in f^race and power, those whom he has ordained

to preside over his people. ExaUavi^ etc. Veritas mea, etc.

The only authorities whicli claim the highest place in

the judgment of the learned respecting the birth and ex-

traordinary actions of our Saint, are principally gleaned

from his own confessions, his letters to Corotic, the wri-

tings ofthe venerable ISede and the Aberdeen Breviary.

It is to those sources, with a few exceptions, we rest in-

debted for what share of knowledge we can obtain on this

important subject.

These, and a whole group of other writers, make Bri-

tany the place of Saint Patrick's birth. We read that

Calphurnius, the son of Politus, a presbiterj who lived

near Jaburtinia, was married to Conchessa, a French lady,

and as viiey assert^ the niece of Saint Martin, the Bishop

of Tours. T^heir morals were holy, their lives edifyinw

;

and the want of the poor always claimed their most anxi-

ous solicitude ; while a lively charity for all, ornamented

their whole conduct. Almighty God, as if to recom-

pence their virtues, and to shew that the Lord is the re-

ward of every good work, and of every virtuous action,

blessed their happy union, by giving birth to that auspi-

cious boy, who was destined in the rolls of futurity to ob-

serve the commands ofthe Lord, to become the media-

tor between God and man, ard enliven the faith of Chris-

tians by the sanctity of his labours. At the sacred font

he received the name of Suchar, by St. Germanus j lie

^QB called Mazonius at his profession ; he received the

Hftme Patrick, which is to signify the father of many peo-


