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pnnciple tliat rims through all the history of civilisation in
one form or another, and exists alike in monarchies and
democracies

; and having adopted it as the principle of our
future government, there were onlv the details to arrange
and agree upon. Those details are' before you. It is not
in our power to alter any of them even if the House desires
it. If the House desires, it can reject the treatv, but we
cannot, nor can the other Provinces which took part in its
negotiation, consent that it shall be altered in the slightest
particular. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Speaker, I am sorry to
have detained tlie House so long, and was not aware till I
had been some time on my legs, that my phvsical strength
was so inadequate to the exposition of those few points
which, not specially noticed by my predecessors in this
debate, I undertook to speak upon. We stand at present
in this position : we are bound in honour, we are bound in
good faith, to four Provinces occupied by our fellow colo-
nists, to carry out the measure of ,Union agreed upon here
in the last week of October. We are bound to carry it to
the foot of the Throne, and ask there from Her Majestv,
according to the first resolution of the Address, that Slie
will be graciously pleased to direct legislation to be had on
this subject. We go to the Imperial Government, the com-
mon arbiter of us all, in our true Federal metropolis—we
go there to ask for our fundamental Charter. We hope,
by having that Charter, which can only be amended by the
authority that made it, that we will lay the basis of perma-
nency for our future government. The two great things
tiiat all men aim at in free government, are liberty and
permanency. We have had liberty enough—too much,
perhaps, in some respects—but, at all events, liberty to our
hearts' content. There is not on the face of the earth a
freer people than the inhabitants of these colonies. But it
is necessary there should be respect for the law, a high
central authority, the virtue of civil obedience, obeying the
law for the law's sake ; for even when a man's private con-
science may convince him sufficiently that the law in some
cases may be wrong, he is not to set up his individual will
against the will of the country expressed through its recog-
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