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resting spiritual dealings with men, that if full records had

been taken of them at the time, wo belicvo that they would

have formed a biography unsurpassed in the English language.

As it is, the author has received accounts of such incidents from

the children or the children's children of those connected with

thum, yet in so imperfect a manner that he could make no use

of them. It is true that the deceased in his later years, at the

urgent solicitations of some of his friends, who had often

listened with delight to his narratives of what the Lord had

done for him, commenced to record his reminiscences ; but this

was done after the lapse of forty years, when the impression of

these scenes must have become dim, and the review of only

seven or eight years was accomplished, when he was struck with

paralysis, which impaired all his faculties, and eispecially his

memory, so as to leave the remaining portion of his narrative

meagre and imperfect. Even of this, a large portion has been

lost, together with many of his other papers.

Under these circumstances, the author has done the best that

he could, and what he has done, has involved an amount of

labour of which but few are aware. He has travelled long dis-

tances to see persons likely to afford him information, in some

instances only to find with them " the sun and the moon and

the stars darkened.'' He has conducted a correspondence with

persons not only in Nova Scotia and the other British American

colonies, but in Britain and the United States, which even in

these days of cheap postage involved considerable outlay. He
has strained his eyes and exhausted his energies in poring over

dingy MSS., in a very cramped system of short-hand, never

intended to be read by any but the original writer. He has

spent considerable labour in illustrating the subjects incident-

ally connected with his life. He has consulted authorities

very difficult to procure in this country, and has even obtained

works from abroad.

To him, however, it has been a labour of love, and could he

see his object realized, of setting before the present generation

a just view of the labours and character of the departed, he

if


