
MY MEMORY OF GLADSTONE

and Ate with the Tempter. All these

volumes are full of fantastic and baseless

speculation. The fancy that there was

an Egyptian epoch in the early history

of Greece appears to be partly suggested

by an accidental similarity between the

name of an Egyptian and that of a

Boeotian city. Not on such reasonings

were the famous budgets based.

I was with Gladstone one day, when,

our business having been done, he

began to talk of Homer, and imparted

to me a theory which he had just

woven out of some fancied philological

discovery. I felt sure that the theory

was baseless, and tried to convince him

that it was. But he was never very

open to argument. Jnst as I had

succumbed, the door opened and his

brother-in-law. Lord Lyttelton, came

80


