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warda. I will call one of the «ervant», " he added, and waagomg when he remembered, and stopped, saying hoarsely :

I forgot. They are gone. I have gent them all away !"
hhe looked at him m silence. He continued :

" I have paid and dismissed them. You will think itcunous-you will know the reason later-I have written
to you to explain."

'' I found upon your table a letter addressed to me " she
said. He started, knitting his black trows

;;

You have not read it V he a^k. breathing quicklv.

I "M -J^u"
*?.""^''^ ••" '>^""""' ^hore the iJtter

lay. I have it hero.

"Please do not open it ! Give me back the letter !" He
stretched out his hand to take it, and breathed more freelywhen she drew it out and gave it to him. And a sweet wildpang shnt through him

; the paper was so warm and frac-nmt from the nest where it had lain so short a time Buthe mastered the emotion and tore open the envelope. Hetook from It the enclosure, wrapped in folds of tissue-paper
and put It in her hand, saying as he thrust the leturii^
his coat-pocket

:

" There is something that by right is yours "

KJi?^"^" li :
" '"'"' ""'""'^ "'^ tissue-paper, and the

bnlhants that were set about the miniature sent spurts ofwhite and green and rosy fire between the slender, ivory-
hucd fingers that turned it about. She gave a little gaspine
cry of recognition :

* *^ *

Tu"
^' ^—^^ How could you have managed ?"

Ihen as the sweet grey eyes of fair dead Lucy smiled un
rato her own :

" I do not know how I am sure of it
" she

motheTr
* '''''"^""S ^ *"" •"^'^tb' " •>"* this must be my

Saxham bent his head in answer to her look. His eves
bade her question no further. She faltered :

" May I not know how it camo into your hands '"
Through the death," Sa.xham answered, " of an evil

h.T fl l'""^.*"*'
'"""e. He probably robbed your

father of that mimature with other things ; but I can only
surmise this. I cannot positively say."

" You speAk of my father." Her face was quivering, hereyes entreated. "Tell me what you know of him. and


