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21st February, 1882.
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Gentlemen,— • = • •

I desire to place certain facts and figures before you
the present financial position of the City of Halifax, and the urgent

need of a radical change in the system of levying, securing and
collecting the assessment of the city. h ; nt

The law now in operation provides " The assessment shall be

rated on the occupants of real estate being yearly tenants, and in

all other cases on the owners of property by an equal pound rate

upon the value of the real and personal estate within the, city,"

&Q., &c.
]

The schedule states: " Real estate in possessiim of subscriber

not rented to yearly tenants estimated at ten times the yearly rent

or value," &c.

Banks, Insurance Companies, &c., are specially rated. A
clause iuvserted last year gives the assessors power to fix a rentcil

value where, in their opinion, the rental is too low.

Last year's legislation demoralised the whole Assessment Act,

left the city without a Coiu"t of Appeal, weakened the power; Of

the City Treasurer to collect the taxes, changed the time of making
the assessiment without <iiving corresponding legislation,—the effect

of which has been to cau'ie a direct heavy pecuniary loss to the

city of probably not less than $50,000.
,

As the Assessment Act now stands on the statutes, it is abso-

lutely unworkable, the whole machinery of collection of rates and
taxes under it has completely broken down, and the various services

of the city are paralysed financially, while further funding of float-

ing obli«rati(ms is the only relief.

The City Coi^ncil makes an estimate each year of its require-

ments, to which is ad<lcd a per centage for estimated los^e^ of

collection, and the whole amount is levied on the citizens, as pro-

vided by law.

The following is the valuation of the city for the past four

yearu :
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