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prefent form, to the infpedlion of ftrangers. On the

other hand, the Captains could not, confidently with
the inftrudtions they had received, leave papers iu their

cuftody, which, either by accident or deiign, might
fall into '.'le hands of printers, and thus give rife to

fuch fpurious and imperfedl narratives of our voyage,

as might tend to the difparagement of our labours, and,

perhaps, to the prejudice of officers, who might, though
unjuflly, incur the fufpicion of having been the authors

of fuch publications.

Captain King, therefore, aflembled the Difcovery's

people on deck, and informed them of the orders tliat

had been received, and the reafons which, in his opinion,

ought to induce them to yield a perfedl obedience. He,
at the fame time, gave thfcin to underAand, that what-
ever papers they wi%ea not to have fent to the Lords of

the Admiralty, fhonld be fealed up in their own prefence,

and preferved in his cuftody, till the intentions of their

Xordihips, refpecfling d\e publication of the hiftory of

the voyage, were accompliflied ; after which, he faid,

they ftiould be faithfully reftored to them.

Captain King had the fatisfadlion to find, that his

propofals met with the approbation and the ready com-
pliance, not only of the officers, but alio of the reft of

the ftiip's company ; and every fcrap of pajier, that con-

tained an account of any tranfadtions relating to the pre-

fent voyage, was iinm«liately given up. The Captain

obfervesupon this occafion, that it is but doing juftice

to the feamen of this fhip to declare, that they were

the beft diipofed, and the moft obedient men he ever

knew, though the greateft part of them were very young,

and had never ferved before in a fhip of war.

Captain Gore made the. fame propofals to the people

of the Refolution, who inftantly complied with them,

and delivered up all their papers which had any refer-

ence to the voyage. *'fU ^ » i

We continued working to windwaird till about fix

o'clock in the afternoon, when we let go our anchors,

by the direftion of the Chtnefe pilot on board the Re-

folution, who was of opinion tlwt the tide was now
fetting
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