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think'H ail' taught. Imt a mIiooI lor the iiniv. rsal world, to which otutl-

.•nts cml.l come r.k'arilliss of ^'»•o^^rap)lical or national lines. The name

University ijiscrilxil the corporation of in.«tructors.

The rniv.rsity ha.l, therefore, from th<> .start a hinhor standing as

compared to .xchooi.s. It ende:ivored to teach suhjects of a hijtluT

vrenoral order and importance (studium j;enerale) and these subjcct.s

varied with the impoitanc attaclied to tliem at variou.s historic porioil.s.

Thus, theoloirical an<l pliilosophical di.scussions were in the earliest

• lays of Universities of controilinn importance, then came law, much

later science and nwlicine. 1 have already sai.i that the University «)f

I'aris was primarily founde<l as a .school of higher theological thoutrht,

the ancient University of Bologna in Italy started as a law .school. To

the present day in the catalogues of the Continental Universities the

staffs of the theoloRical and law faculties lea<l the li.sts.

Hut while in external form and even in certain internal matters the

modern Universities are direct descen.lants of these earlier seats of

learning, the whole metho<l of instiuction and the relatipn of instruc-

tors and stu.lents to the University and community have undergone a

profound change throuKh the nineteenth century. Up to the bcRinninK

of the lilth century Universities served mainly as means of transmission

of accepted .loctrines. In this way. Universities became, through cen-

turies of practic.-. fossilize.1, risfi.l, a means of tradition and only schools

of practical .loffmatism. The Htth century broujfht relief to this metho.1

of instruction through a system in which in.structor as well as stu.lent

were stimulated to independent ac<iuisition of knowle.lKC and research in

the truth. Thus it has come about that the student in modern Uni-

versity life is assiKned a much more important position than he form-

erly occupied.

The purely doffmatic lectures were supplemented and in some in-

stances entirely superceded by laboratories, demon.strations and ori>r-

inal reading, in which the student observes and thinks for himself and

is obliged to record his observations. The teacher also is today ex-

pected not to simply hand down a tradition, but to pro<lucc and arid to

knowledge. The modern University is, therefore, more fluid, more


