
CHAPTER XXIIT

Alicia's dread secret

Mr. Plrhv hati hrrn umiMi.illv Iima- carlv that

inivrniii^;. Ho luid li.id a vi-it ti<>ni Detortivc

Inspcrtcr Shiiglord, \\h" hud tuld hiin, ainoii}^' othrr

mterp.-^tiiig thinf,'^, that lu- had di>' 'n-cixd J.iines

Sahi.nn, the rx-< onvi' t, \\h'> had Ixh'ii pa.->iiig nndrr

the name of Janle^ R(vik><)ii ^iit r (omiii;; from Dart-

moor. The ( oiiv idem e of the name ni the adver-

tisement ' e>uld not be (uxrlooked, and the boh' itor

had promised to phone to Siotland Yard -hndd
" Jame> Rook>on " prc.-fnt liim.-,elt. After the

df tei tue had gone Mr. Perry -at down to study

quietly the ongnials of David Haggard will, and

the letter whi' h had been forwarded to him the

night before.

Half-an-hiinr's < lo-p >, rutiny sent him to the

telephone, but not to talk to Shagford. He ran;^ np

Dolamoie, the famous handwriting expert. In

an>wer Dolamore promi.-ed to -all betort- lunch,

and Perry walked ba<k to his writing-table and

was about to resume hi> examination of the doi u-

nients, when onf ot his ( lerk> mtered the room.

" A \-o>nig woman to see \ou, bir. ^he >ays her

name's Jane Ba-sftt."

Mr. pill n's inn)a>>i\'e fa' c li^litcned

" Til ^rv hrr at once, Ben-on and bring your

note bonk.

]enn\- wa.- shown in. She had no need to assume

her manner. Her nervouMies- and timiditv were
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