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42 THE WAR AND THE E^fPIRE

hy the war, has incalculaljly mU\vd tu this growing
(hmiimfion or .•hiui)iiiti()ii of (listancc It has come
at a stage in i\w history of the Empire when distance
has aheady done its main work, after, not before, the
makmgof new nations, and the work cannot be un(h)ne,
even if any one were foohsh enough to wish it undone
But in the future the problems of the relations between
the component parts of the Empire will no longer be
to anythmg like the same extent as in th.' past, problems
of distance. The future will be marked bv constantly
and rapidly growing nearness. This does not necessarily
mean the solution of dithculties. For instance, the
proximity of Algeria to France has rather complicated
than facilitated the relations between the two countries
trench policy has wavered between treating \lgeria
as .me with the Mother Country an<l dealing with it
as a distinct unit of the French colonial Empire.
Moreover, the same forces which bring the component
parts of an Empire nearer to each other bring them in
the same degree nearer to foreign nations. But on
the balance, it can hardly be doubted that new facihties
for transit and quicker communication must lead to
closer co-operation and better rnderstanding, and
that m this respect the air promi> s to supplv a fresh
link between the widely sundered provinces of the
Empire.

So much for elimination of distance. But \ir Power
IS also likely to affect Imperial relations in another
and a .litterent way. Apart from community of race
language, and so forth, and where community of race'
and language is non-existent, the two most potent
bonds ot Empire at the present day are probably the


