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ment of railway systerns, factorles, and
.the operation of mines, it is quIte possible
to. be grinding out, by a system of allen
and 10w priced labour, any amount of bigli
dividends and enormous profits, but ln spite
of aucb prosperity and development it la pos-
sible tbat we may flot be grinding oui tbese
profits lu the beat interests of the country.
1 do not regard tus condition as a system
o? spoliation and Injustice, but I do regard
a system whicb bas for its objeet the pro-
motion of tbe personal and private inter-
ests of the few as agalnst the welfare of
the people of the country as a wbole as a
system of spoliation and Injustice. We
are very apt to be ta inted and affected by
the excitemeut which 18 associated witb this
question in British Columbia. Ail level-
beaded and sensible men lu British Colum-
bia bave bad to bring pressure to bear to
restrain the explosive tendencies of the
province. Every sensible man who wanted
to view this question witbout prejudîce, to
consider it from every standpoint, to bie fair
and to take into consideration every Inter-
est, bas had to use bis influence to restrain
feelings that can so easily be aronsed under
sncli conditions as these. It bas been diffi-
cuit for tlie representatives o! the people
lni parliament to Impress upon tbe public
ifid of Britisli Columbia tbe serlouness
of tbis question-from every staudpoint. Tbe
disposition, lu consequeuce of that natural
excitement, is not to look at and see the
national or International aspects o! tbis
question. I regard it as a most important
question, and wblle some men bave been
ready to try to use tbis question lu the lu-
terest o! party politics, in so far as I amn
concerued, 1 desire to say that 1 bave too
strong an opinion lu regard to the serionsness
o! the subject, as it la associated wltb tbe
soeial and industrial life o! Britisb Colum-
bic and o! Canada, and as it is associated
witb international considerationa lu every
part of the world, to sympathize witb any
attempt on thie part of any one wbo make it
serve political ends. It la an important
qluestion. It Is Important because of its
international features. We stand lu thils
House for peace and barmouy. We stand
lu this Honse as representatives prepared
to give every coiisideration to International
affiliations and intereats. We recognize our
respotnsibility as representatives lu tbis
House for maintaining tbe closeat feelings
and connections witb tbe other portions of
tbe empire. Wbea auy question affecting
a local interest is likely to involve anytbing
tbat would injuriously affect the asso-
ciation of Canada witb the Britisb Empire,
it Is an important consideration. Altbougb
tbere may be ou tbe surface an evil that
may dlrectly affect a local intereat wltb
wbicb 1 am associated, stilI I am prepared,
lu the cousideration of that question, to look
ut It onlv as it affects tbe International in-
terests witb wbicb we are assoclated. This

la an empire problem aud it must be, looked
at lu the iigbt o! our empire. Wbat la bad
for Canada cannot bie 'very good for tbe
empire. If the settlement o! this question
la good for B3ritish Columbia it la good for
Canada, and wbat la good for Canada is
good for tbe empire. We caunot disasso-
dîate these several interesta. Tbe strengtb
of tbe empire dependa absolutely upon tbe
quality and condition of tbe nits tbat cou-
stitute tbat empire, and any weakuess or
any supposed injustice f elt by auy people
ln au y -section or portion of the empire is
someth iug tbat creates. a weakness lu tbe
link couuecting togetber the varions parts
0f that empire. It la a serions question
because tbere la an attempt on the part
of tbe imperial antborities to suddenly
work out the assimilation of allen races.
The disposition o! the British' goverument
la to make settiemeuts lu tbe interest of
peace, o! trade and of more close and
friendiy relations witb allen powers. It
ia la the line o! the advancemeut o! civili-
zation. It la the duty and the business of
this goveruuet-and we believe it la a
part o! the great prerogative of the Britishi
empire--to seek to influence and to brlug
aboult conditions of peace and friendly re-
lations witb every allen country in the
world lu the intereat of bier own commerce
and people. But, it does strike me that
with the disposition of tbe Britisb goveru-
ment lu creatiug treaties witb oriental con-
tries like Japan there bas been a teudeucy
to seek to briug about au association of
allen races ou a plan tbat la more snddeu
than it Is possible to work it ont. Tbere la
existiug lu the minda o! people geuerally,
the Idea tbnt the Asiatic race cannot bie
brongbt to suddenly assinilate wltb tbe
occidental race. I know that it la gener-
ally snpposed tbat tbe, prejudice la ail ou
tbe aide o! tbe occidental. Lt la common to,
bear the statemeut in Canada tbat Can-
adiana are prejudiced agaluat the orientais.
1 conld occupy tbe time o! tbis House by
giving instances from literary mnen wbo
have lived in tbose countries, wbo bave
written works conuected witb tbe blstory
of those countries, wbo bave had an ex-
perieuce of tbose countries to sbow tbe
bitteriiess o! the jealouay existing la the
mmnd o! the oriental againat the occidental.
It la not the occidental againat tbe oriental,
but it la vice versa. To say the least, It la
as mncb ou one aide as it la ou tbe other.
('enturies have developed insurmontable
divergeucles betweeu the oriental and occi-
dental races and it may take centuries to>
obliterate tbe divergencles wbich bave been
created. 1 arn bopeful tbat It can be doue.
Stili, tbere are some people wbo do not bie-
lieve that It can. I am absolutely certain
that It la not witbiu immediate reacb, and
1 am also certain that a process of slow
and Intellectual moral deveiopment and a
change of system must ttake place to bring
about tlue eradieation of tbe prejndice tbat
exista between these two races. It ls a


