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TWO BUiayED TO DEATH IN TORONTO HOTEL FIRE
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Many Guests Were Injured an<l Property Loss Is Over $150,000
BODY OF ONE MONTREAL MOVING PICTURE NAN ~ 

RECOVERED FROM RUINS OF WOODBINE HOTEL 
WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY FIRE
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|pl|BP i and Frederick Levison Cut Off From Escape and Perished in the Flames—New Hotel 
th $200,000Was Gutted and Guests, Consisting Principally of A ctors Playing in Toronto 
Week, Lost Clothing and Jewelry—George Speers, Manager, Had Narrow Escape, and 

its Jumped from Windows-—Search for Second Victim Resumes This Morning.
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Eüâ Two per ms are known to be dead, and the lives of two others are feared for, and damage to the extent of $ 150,000 was done as the 

result of a fin which completely gutted the Woodbine Hotel on West King street at" 7.20 last night.
The bod s of Max Cohan, representative of the Union Feature Film Company of New York, and Frederick Levison, a representa­

tive of the.sai c company, were recovered from the ruins shortly before midnight.
A. Lee, ( New York, who was an intimate friend of the victims, was sitting with them in room 301 when they discovered that the 

building was < i fire. They rushed from their room, which was situated, in the rear of the hotel, towards the fire escape. Before they had 4 
reached it, ho\ ever, Cohan and Levison decided to try the elevator. Lee called to them to follow him as he knew where the fire escape was, 
but they did ndt do so. Continuing on his way he broke open the door of one of the rooms leading to the fire escape and climbed down it 
to the street, jumping from the second floor to the pavement.

It was fuither stated that the bell on the elevator was heard ringing and the indicator pointed to floor No, 3. An attempt was made 
to respond to the call, but it was impossible to get the elevator higher than the second floor. In the meantime access to the fire escape
had- been cut oh .
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- M1 .The ■ Ontario Legislature yesterday 

K afternoon passed thru a period of rare 
tartaoil and dramatic tensity. Uproar
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voices of speakers striving to be hear eg.
Members rose in their seats and hurl­
ed uncomplimentary suggestions, and, 
falling to make intelligible their ideas 
In shouts, resorted to wild gesticula­
tions. In the midst of the stress the 
Speaker had occasion to threaten to 
rJtme several members, and altho the 
actual call was not extended to the 
sergeant-at-arms, feeling ran very high 
thruout the whole afternoon and even­
ing. At 12-30 o’clock the opposition 
were carrying out a threat to extend 
the session into the following day.

The matter at Issue was a special 
bill which the attorney-general intro­
duced and asked the house to put
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Men Became Panic Stricken.

Judging from the position in which the bodies were found, the men had apparently become panic stricken, and losing all idea of di­
rection, had. rushed towards the rear of the building in an attempt to escape. By that time the rear part of the building was a roaring fur­
nace and the men had absolutely no chance of escape. Mr. Lee thought that "Cohan had.hesitated for a few moments in an effort to rescue 
a valuable bull dog, which always accompanied him in .his travels, an d these few moments he thought had cost him his life.

George Giles, Montreal, a guest, was seriously injured by jumping from a third storey window- to the pavement in the rear of the 
building. He had been asleep when the fire started and was" completely cut off from the stairs or fire escape in the front of the hotel. Re­
alizing that his only chance of escape lay thju the window, he ,took that' chance and jumped. • Altho not unconscious he was unable to 
move and had to be carried into a nearby-store whence he was taken in the ambulance to the General Hospital, wherê it is reported he is 
paralyzed from the waist down, and in a critical condition. r .. - - -

W. E. Gray,,assistant manager of the hotel, sustained serious la cerations. on his wrists and arms, by breaking the windows with his 
fists. He was removed to St. Michael’s "Hospital.
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Damage Estimated at $150,000....................

GeorgeSjeers, manager of the hotel, stated last evening that the loss so far is unknown. Roughly he thought 3150,000 damage had 
been done to tie building contents. This would be mostly covered by insurance.

There wal some doubt as to the origin of the fire, but it is agreed that it started in the extreme rear of the building. E. Belmont, a 
guest who occupied room 214, when interviewed by The World, claimed to have discovered the lire. He had been sitting in his room 
when he heard a crackling in the room adjoining, 215. A friend, Mr. Martin of Bracebridge, occupied that room, so he rapped at the door, 
but received no answer. Tie looked in and saw flames issuing from the bathroom and immediately sent in the alarm to the office. Hfc> opin­
ion was that it has been caused by defective wiri ngin the bothroom. He rushed back into his room and" seizing as much of his belongings as 
he could conveniently carry, he escaped thru the front of the hotel. By this, time, he said, the wJroie back part of the- building was burn­
ing and he hal piuch difficulty in finding his way thru the smoke, -which was already very thick. This he said was at 7.20.

Of the tUBli by Jar the heaviest 1 Deere are the theettical people, as , , . _______ __
most of them hajtr.left' the hotel and had no opportunity of saving any of ^ ,
their belorngtngs.

Joseph Myers, proprietor of the garage on Orillia street, had perhaps 
the most exciting time in connection with the fire. After having made 
two trips thru the burning building to assist two excited women he answer­
ed the frantic appeals of a mother to look after her child. He went back 
for the third, time and found the child, but was cut off by the blaze when 
he attempted to return to the street. With the youngster in his arms he 
jumped from the second floor at the rear to the street.
“I’M ALL IN," ms ONLY COMMENT.

Shortly after his trying experience, when he was interviewed by the 
World , he said, “I'm all in. When I arrived on the scene it was pretty 
smoky inside the building. I heard that there were still some women there, 
and’went upstairs and found Mrs. Speers, wife of the manager of the hotel.
After assisting her out I went back and foynd Mrs. O’Brien, the house­
keeper. When I arrived at the street another woman asked me to go back 
and save her child, which I did by jumping thru a window at the rear. The 
child was taken from me and I do not know what became of it.”
MAi>E "FIVE TRIPS INTO BURNING" BUILDING

Sam Br Hardy, one of the leading men with tjie “Stop Thief”* com­
pany at the Princess Theatre, was asleep in his room when the fire started.
His wife had left for the theatre some time previously and when she heafd 
of the fire 'she went back and woke him. He dressed hurriedly and es­
corted his wife to the street, where he left her and returned to his room 
in an attempt to save their property. He made five trips thru the smoke 
and was successful in saving all of his own and his wife’s belongings, in­
cluding two heavy trunks. “After that I had to go on the stage and try 
to be funny,” he concluded.

Miss Glynn and Miss Chester, also playing at the Princess, were not 
so fprtunate. They knew nothing whatever of the fire until they arrived 
at the theatre about nine o’clock. They occupied rooms 305 and 306 in 
the extreme rear of the building and as this part was completely gutted by 
tbe flames, all their personal belongings and valuables, amounting to 
about $2500. were lost. Miss Glynn said that she was quite unable to 
realize that they had lost everything and had no clothing except that 
which they wore to the theatre.

« Another actor from the Princess. Thqmas Findlay, who occupied 
room 203, lost approximately $1500 in the fire.
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McCauley was burned to death at Brechin early yesterday morning and her 
husband had a narrow escape from death.
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Total Fire Loss $150,000
With Insurance of $135,000

Rowell Strongly Opposed.
This Mr. Rowell opposed as involv­

ing a very serious matter in Its broad 
nature. He wished tin© first reading 
atone granted and then time tor con­
sideration given. The battling thru: 
of the stages brought the excitement 
*»d-involved the house in a tangle of

At the

Big Thresher Plant Destroyed 
—Damages Estimated 

at Quarter ", of 
Million.

Ten Seats for the City and 
York County Provid­

ed by Redistribu­
tion.

The Woodbine Hotel was owned by the recently formed Wood­
bine Hotel Company, Limited, of which the Cosgrave Brewery Com­
pany, Reinhardt Brewery Company, Thomas W. Horne and George 
Speers are the largest shareholders. The building, which was on 
leasehold ground, including furnishings,.was valued at $200,000. A 
short time ago the hotel was remodeled and enlarged to one.hundred 
rooms.
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parliamentary authorities, 
time of going to press the matter was 
not settled and the house was In aes-ir.i

SARNIA, Grit., March 17.-—Fire this 
afternoon totally' destroyed the plant 
and contents of. the John Goodison 
Thresher- Company. The toss, .which 
Is covered -by insurance, » is In - the 
neighborhood of $250,000. . , .

OTTAWA, March 17.—The govern­
ment today gave out its proposed re­
distribution of Toronto and, York, ten 
seats in all.

Insurance on the building is said to be In the neighborhood of 
$100,000, divided among different companies, while, the fixtures àr*- 
lnsurcd for $35,000.

Sion.- One argument of the govern­
ment was that theopposition wished 
to brtfig a. writ against'isfr. Ferguson 
for $40,000 following the present rule; 
T. <W.* McGarry declared .that many 
unsuspecting ■ members were 
under the present act. He intimated 
that Mr. Hayes, partner to William 
Proudfoot of Huron, had been con­
nected with the Succession Duties Act. 
Hon. W. Ji! Hanna followed up by 
saying that be knew of more than two 
men tn the house who would he con­
cerned, altho they never dreamed of it.

Linens
The proposal must be 

taken- as tentative apd some«*changes 
arc likely to be made in its'final draft..

The first feature'"is that 'NOrth-York, 
remains as it was. with the exception 
that the Village of Stouffville, on both 
sides of the line between W-hitchnrch 
and MurkRiam is taken from North 
York and put with .Markham in South 
York. The village has a Liberal ma­
jority.
c ounty and-will include a population of 
21,331, and all located north of Vaugh­
an and Markham Townships.

The other nine seats are six purely 
city ones, and three city and county 
mixed.

The part of number one ward, east
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The cause of the fire, is not known 

definitely, but it i,s believed, to 
started from a spark from ; a locomo­
tive on the company’s private switch. 
The flames were noticed first in the 
early aftbrnotm, and for several 'hours 
the firemen feught to keep them under 
control and prevent them spreading 
to adjoining buildings. Several near- 
by houses caught fire, but these small 
blazes were . promptly smothered . by 
-streams of water and very little darn- 

done except to'the Thresher

liable ■:have utes eight steam engines were working and throwing water_at g. prieur,* tpf 
180 pounds. The firemen confifred tlvSlY efforts’"for the most part to .keeping 
the fire to the rear of the building. Entering from the front .of the building 
steady streams of water were playing 'Into Up? interior, gradually forcing the 
fire backwards. Both the second and third floors collapsed. - < - ,. ’ ,

The blaze "was best seen from the rear of the burning building, where, in 
the narrow lane, the .huge water tower threw tons of water into the building. 
At 8 o’clock the flames from the back actually enveloped surrounding build 
ings. and only the superhuman efforts of the firemen and the absence of an. 
wind prevented a conflagration extending thruout the whole block.

until the ruins have -been thoroly gone
over.
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in width 36 According to eye-witnesses, at one 
time nearly twenty women were con­
gregated on the narow fire *-s<-a|>e, 
awaiting a ladder on which to descend 
to the street.

age was 
Company's premises..25 (Continued on Page 3, Col. 3.) The street car service aJOng King 

street and York street
Over 100 poitcemen were required 

to handle the Immense crowds.
Tom Emory and hip wife, who are 

playing at the Grand this week, were 
registered at the Woodbine, and lost 
their entire wardrobe, with the
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t ed
(Continued on Page 7, Column 1.)A DISC All the people Interviewed by The. 

World, who had been in the building, 
agreed that it was extremely difficult 
to find one's way to the fire escape or 
to the street from the rear of the hotel, 
especially if one was not acquainted 
with the layout. In a later interview 
with Mr. Lee, the friend of the two 
victims- he stated that at the end of 
the hall there was a mirror, and that 
this is probably what had caused his 
two friends to rush to the elevator In­
stead of the fire escape, as he himself 
could see the reflection of the fire In 
the mirror and had for a mofent been 
deee.ivod by it himself. His friends, he 
thought, also had seen this reflection, 
and thinking that there was a fire in 
the front part of the building as well 
had decided to try to escape' by way Of 
the'Ievator.
! Lute last evening fears were still 
entertained that two ther persons who 
had not been accounted for, had also 
lost Uteir lives, but up to an early hour, 
this rhorning these fears had'not been 
confirmed. _ - - . "

The fire was eventually brought pn 
den control at 11 o’clock, when a vig-

CANADIAN’S NEW NOSE
MADE FROM HIS RIBr 45c YARD, 

iosely woven 
new. in pretty 
nngs. and will 
pes or dresses, 
per yard .45 
d Linen, very 
lg boys’ wash- 
fees, etc., wide 
p strong close
...............  .19

per yard .25
pt»r. ) . j'

W li excep­
tion of ths? clothing- they- wore. Luckily 
they had left the building before the
fire broke out, ____ . L

George A. Florida, advance agent 
for Thomas E. -Shoa. also'- was regis­
tered there. He lost his .typewriter 
and ail his clothing, and had a narrow
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: f Ross Allen, Terribly Disfigured in 
Accident, Subject of Unique 

Experiment.

COULD NOT GET OUT BY ELEVATOR.
James C. Marlowe and his wife, when interviewed at the Princess, related 

their experiences in connection with the fire. They were occupying room 204. 
on the third floor, when they heard the call of fire. The flames had by this time

Rushing to the elevator they found that it was

ji I
;

:t
made considerable headway, 
not in working order, and pushed on towards the front of the building and on 

They climbed down two flights, and Mrs. Marlowe was car-
She was almost

BALTIMORE, Md.. Manch 17.—With 
a new nose made from one of his ribs 
strapped to his face, which was de­
nuded of features in a sawmill acci­
dent three years ago, Ross Allen, a 
young Canadian, is recovering from a 
remarkable operation at an hospital 
here.

It was the most Important of a se­
ries of skin grafts which has 
taken place and -which has given back 
to him new lips and now a 
covered with skin taken 
man’s forehead, 
was completed a week ago and is con ­
sidered a success by the 
Alien was said today to be doing well.

P escane.
At 2 o’clock this morning the search 

for Levi sort's body was postponed till 
daylight. An inauest, will be opened 
at the,morgue today on the bed* ef 
Mav Cohen. •!

the fire escape, 
tiled the remainder- of tlie distance by one of the firemen, 
overcome by smoke when she reached the. street.mimjit “IT’S TOO BAD,” SAYS MISS RYAN.

It was because of Michael, the little dog who plays such an important part 
in Peg O' My Heart, that Miss Elsa Ryan went to the Woodbine Hotel. No dogs 
were allowed at,the King Edward.

Thru last night's performance, Miss Rj-an knew that she had lost about 
five thousand dditars’ worth of jewelry and several large -trunks of expensive 
gowns and clothing. All-Miss Ryan would say after the curtain fell for the 
last act was “It'S too bad.”

Mr—Vaok. the manager, and another member of the company also had 
their personal belongings destroyed
HEAD AND FACE BURNED BY FLAMES.
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BIG BATTLE REPORTED
GOING ON IN tyEXICO

eries ever
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This last operation
|inUiiiiü JT'-ARiàZ, Mexico, March . 17.—Heavy- 

fighting, with tl* rebels hard pressed.
reported here tonight. Â force of 

fédérais is said to hayjs met Villa’s army 
at : Escalon. an important railroad town. 
1»0 miles north;,Of Torreon. land both 
sides have been reInfoëecid. anfl the bat- 

crons search was instituted by the tie is said, to have raged fiercely all day 
firemen, and this will be continued today.
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i1 'jz §n Charles Richards, a gtiest at the hotel, had a very narrow escape. Having 
been in a room at the rear of the building witett the fire broke out he was cut 
off fi-nm the front, end in his desperate rush thru the flames was severely 
burned about the head, face and hands. ITe was treated at the General Hos­
pital “ •

fl
CY WARMAN SERIOUSLY ILL.

u\ riHCAGO. March 17, Oy Warm: n, 
poet and author, is seriously III. at. a 
hotel here. He was stricken on Sun­
day and remained unconscious .for 
more than 24 hours. Physicians said 
today his chances for recovery were 
bright. >

‘ J:7 1mi Mrs. Diamond of Diamond and. Brennan CY npany at Shea's was in the 
building when the fire started, but she and her husband were able to resciA all 
their belongings.

Joseph Cole and Gertrude Denahy. who were also playing at Shea’s, oc­
cupied rooms 302 and 303. They had left the hotel immediately after dinner 
and knew nothing whatever of the-fire until 9 o’clock, when they arrived at the 
theatre. Their loss will amount to about $100.
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an m:iii Two Men Who Were Burned
Were Well-Known in Toronto
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Hj\ SPRING HATS."n ai or VI • i I?<:.35 'hi PEG O’ MY HEART COMPANY LOSS IS FIVE THOUSAND.

The loss to the Peg O’ My Heirt Company at the Royal Alexandra will 
amount to approximately $5000. When the fire was brought under control 
Deputy Chief Noble went to Miss Elsa Ryan's room and recovered all of her be­
longings. which were valued at over $5000. The remainder of the company, in­
cluding M. Moohe of Chicago. Mr. Broughton of London. England, Mr. Burbeek 
of New York and M. A. Yack of New York, who were registered at the hotel, 
lost everything.

After the performances in the various theatres the actors thronged to the 
hotel in ,an endeavor to visit their rooms, in the hope of finding some of their 
property. This was not allowed, however. They then were forced to visit the 
other hotels to find accommodation for the night.
FIRE BRIGADE MADE A BRILLIANT FIGHT.

. I St. Patrick’s Day has “been and 
gone," and new for Easter and for the 
new hat you have to buy for that ijn- 
portant season. The Dincen Company- 
have received the entire consignment 
of the very latest Eng’ish and Ameri­
cans blocks for spring, and these are 
now on sale. See our window display. 
The W. & D. Dineen Co., 140 Yonge 
street, corner Temperance.

;l '0
f. .35 ! I-

3 Max Cohen, who ie about forty years of age- and unmarried, 
"was Toronto representative of the. ynlon.-Felt-ure,. Film Company of 
New York, which position he has occupied for about three years. He 
was bom and brought up in Kew- York. His office was at 77 Vic­
toria street, room 26.

Frederick Levinson was also a New York man and had been her# 
only about three weeks. He came to be Cohen's assistant here.

C. Bell, the Montreal representative of the Uhldn Feature Fil» 
Company, was wired to last night, by Manager Kaufman of the Ca­
nadian Film Exchange, who will take-charge of the body after it is i 
released by the coroner pending the arrival of relatives from New 
York.
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a^ste. Per jW!li I n Fast and Furious Farce.
If you enjoy a farce that is fast and 

furious, with every line a laugh pro­
ducer, do not mis;; “stop Thief,” which
is at the Princess Theatre tills week, fight against the flames. The deputy declared that when the fire brigade reach- 
The matinee today is at popular prices, ed the hotel fiame.s were already shooting out-of the. roof. Within a few min-
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In the opinion of Deputy Chief Noble the fire brigade made a brilliantI I !
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