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features in gold looking down at him from
the walls and ceilings. We intruded even
into the little room opening on the rose
garden, where for hours he would pace the
floor.

But, perhaps, what was of greatest inter-
est was the remarkable adjustment of these
surroundings, royal and imperial, to the sim-
ple and dignified needs of a republic.

France is a military nation and at war,
but the evidences of militarism were entirely
absent. Our own White House is not more
empty of uniforms. One got the impression
that he was entering the house of a private
gentleman — a gentleman of great wealth and
taste.

We passed at last through four rooms, in
which were the secretaries of the President,
and as we passed, the majordomo spoke our
names, and the different gentlemen half rose
and bowed. It was all so quiet, so calm, so
free from telephones and typewriters, that
you felt that, by mistake, you had been
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