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THE MURDER.— SUSPICION AND ARREST OF AN INNOCENT MAN.—HIS
ACQUITTAL.—OTHER ARRESTS.

Qk the morning of Friday, April I5tb, 1859, the town of Brantford wa^

throwa into an unusual state of excitement, by the intelligence of the b'^utii

murder of Lance;.ot Adams^ Trho was employed hy Mb. I^ale, lAul

Contractor, to carry the night mail between Paris and Brantford,—a distancd

of about seven miles. The news of the perpetration of this dreadful deed

threw alarm and consternation mto the hearts of all who heard it, ai^ iii

the course of the morning hundreds of our townsmen were se^n tr^Telling

to and fro between the town and the scene of the heart-rending ct'im^. The
body was found lying on the side of the road, down the declivity of the hill,

and near what is known as " Good's Hollow,''—about a mile and threes

fourths from the limits of the town; the horse and wagon were fpuhd

standing a short distance off. Upon examination it was ascertained that tlje

unfortunate man hi^d been shot, the contents of the gun (large squirrel shot)

haying taken effect in the left side of the face and head. Mr. Hale, wllci

was one of the first on the spot, at once instituted a search for the maij-bag^^

Which it Was found had been taken some rods off, and rifled of their Taluable

contents.
. ..J ..n^.T ,:..,o^^.,^a^^

The body ww removed to " Good's School House,*' where a Coroneif's

Jury was summoned, and Bpoit mortem examiiiation held, whe^ thie sh()|i

were found embedded in the brain, and Drs. Henwood and Bown gav^ ii,u
thair opinion that the unfortunate man must hdve died instantly. '[' '

"*^''\

This foul and fiendish crime caused a desire in the minds of alf to searc(^

for its, perpetrator. Various were the surmises, suggestion^, and suspicions
^

each bad somethins; to offer which, in his mind, might lead to thp ^pprcheur

sion of t!lie guilty parties ; but, among the various opinions, there was on^

point upon which all agreed—thajt t^e deed had been commitfed j}y soni^

person or persons acquainted with thp locality, and cognisant of the regula^

time fbf the arrival of the mail ; h^fte the conclusion that the guilt must
rest upon some person in our midst ; and strict inquiry was at once insiitutea

fo. the purpose of ferreting; ot|.t any suspicious circuiifistaDce that mtgiit

have occurred.
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At length it was found that two person^, fitimed Cheesbro' and potej hla^

hired a horse and wagon from the livery stable of Mr. ShikeJ, between i^h

hours of nine and ten, the evening before, for tie alleged purpose of driving
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